
BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

Families flocked to Shiloh Ele-
mentary School’s First Pumpkin 
Palooza Oct. 20 where the school-
yard was full of games, science ex-
periments, food and many, many 
pumpkins.

Pumpkin Palooza was the idea of 
Shiloh’s elementary teachers, as they 
aim to expand family involvement 
and enrich students’ lives through 
seasonal celebrations and other ac-
tivities. 

Turnout was fantastic, according 
to pre-k teacher Elizabeth Smothers.

“The final count was 244 people, 
so that was awesome,” said Smoth-
ers. “That was actually about half of 
all of our families, so that was a great 
percentage of people who came out 
and participated.” 

It was also right on the school’s 
estimate of attendees – Smothers 
noted they bought 85 pumpkins for 
carving, and only had five left over.

Elementary students were not 
the only invitees who enjoyed the 
Palooza, there were plenty of older 
siblings, parents and grandparents 
as well. Activities were designed to 
be tactile and enjoyed at any age.

A scavenger hunt took kids across 

the schoolyard in search of funny 
and spooky painted pumpkins and 
also let them scope out their next 
activity, like pumpkin carving. For 
a mad science twist, kids had the 
opportunity to turn their jack-o-lan-
terns into volcanoes at the Explod-
ing Pumpkin table. Popular with 
the older kids was the Rubber Band 
Pumpkin game where contestants 
tried to guess how many bands were 
needed to squeeze a pumpkin in half 

– then braced for the results. A safe 
distance from the action, teachers 
set up Pumpkin Chuckin’ with giant 
slingshots and a wheelbarrow full of 
small gourds for ammunition.

Plant-a-Pumpkin had a calmer 
pace. Here, kids filled pumpkins 
with potting soil, making an all-nat-
ural flowerpot to sprout the seeds. 
The Pumpkin Funky Freeze was a 
take on musical chairs, but instead 
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Proposal kind of a pig deal
Brouilletts Creek selected for proposed confinement hog barn; board weighs new levy
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Parks Livestock of Oak-
wood has filed a proposal 
with the Illinois Department 
of Agriculture to build a hog 
confinement operation in Ed-
gar County.

The proposed site for the 
1,800-animal operation is on 
1800th Road, a short distance 
east of the dividing line be-
tween Brouilletts Creek and 
Edgar townships. This places 
it in the area near Logan, al-
though the state application 
claims Scottland is the nearest 
community. 

Permitting hog confine-
ment locations is the respon-

sibility of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

“We cannot deny or ap-
prove the activity, but we 
can give an opportunity for a 
public hearing,” Edgar Coun-
ty Board Chairman Jeff Voigt 
said during the board’s study 
session Monday, Oct. 21.

Voigt said the department 
of agriculture is required to 
conduct a public hearing 
within 15 days after the coun-
ty board makes such a request. 
County board members do 
not take votes or make deci-
sions during study session but 
discussion indicated support 
for a department of agricul-
ture hosted public hearing. 

“It won’t hurt to have a 
hearing,” said board member 
John Chittick.

The issue of the hog farm 
and need for a public hear-
ing was added to the agenda 
for the Nov. 6 county board 
meeting at which time a vote 
can be taken.

2020 BUDGET, LEVY REQUEST
The county is nearing the 

end of its fiscal year so work 
on a new budget and levy re-
quest is a top priority. Voigt 
presented a proposed levy re-
quest for members to review. 
Final action on the budget 
and levy comes in November.

Board members will vote 

Nov. 6 for the budget in or-
der to let it sit over for public 
review. The final vote for the 
budget and levy is Nov. 27, 
just prior to the start of the 
county’s new fiscal year Dec. 
1.

Voigt’s 2020 levy proposal 
seeks only $74,889 more from 
taxpayers than was collect-
ed in 2019. Of that amount, 
$40,000 more is going into 
the general fund by using 
the maximum tax rate in that 
fund. Other funds with the 
maximum rate are the county 
highway tax, the County Aid 
to Bridge Tax (CATB) and 
the Federal Aid Matching Tax. 

According to Voigt, the 

highway tax and related bridge 
tax and Federal Aid Matching 
Tax must be kept at the maxi-
mum as a matter of practical-
ity.

“To get state funding, we 
have to be at the maximum 
or they feel we don’t need the 
money,” said Voigt.

As a result, county taxpay-
ers will provide small increas-
es into the highway depart-
ment $380,000 (up $24,345); 
the CATB $190,000 (up 
$12,173); and Federal Aid 
Matching Tax $190,000 (up 
$12,173).

The Community Mental 
Health Tax is getting a boost 

See COUNTY, Page 8A

SEASONAL EVENT BRINGS FALL FUN TO ALL

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Parents and volunteers help kids carve jack-o-lanterns Sunday, Oct. 20 at 
Shiloh School’s First Pumpkin Palooza. All of the pumpkins were supplied by 
Negangard Pumpkin Patch in Sidney.

Pumpkin Palooza a smash

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

It is getting colder, night is com-
ing faster, the leaves are rustling and 
the time when things go bump in the 
night is approaching.

Scare on the Square, 5-7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Oct. 31, provides youths a safe 
and fun way to trick or treat around 
the Paris Square. The event is spon-
sored by the Paris Area Chamber of 
Commerce and Tourism and gener-
ally attracts 500 or more costumed 
youngsters for Halloween fun.

Chamber executive director Linda 
Lane said efforts are being made to 
make the event more organized.

“This year we are putting arrows 
down and want the kids to go around 
the square counter-clockwise,” said 

Lane. 
The first stop for everybody is Pros-

pect Bank for a free bag to collect all of 
the treats.

Something new this year is the pres-
ence of chamber volunteers at each of 
the intersections to help the young-
sters safely cross the streets.

Participating merchants and offices 
will have areas set up on the sidewalks 
or in the buildings for trick or treating.

In addition, Lane said numerous 
other local businesses away from the 
square are setting up booths on the 
courthouse lawn in order to take part.

“More businesses are participating 
this year,” she said.

Nearby communities with trick or 
treating hours on Halloween night 
are: Brocton, 5-7 p.m. and the Amer-
ican Legion Post is hosting a commu-
nity weiner roast and costume con-
test; Kansas trick or treating hours are 
5-8 p.m.

Event promises to be 
bigger and better

Scare on the Square returns

See PALOOZA, Page 8A

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Pumpkin Chuckin’ was a soaring success at Pumpkin Palooza. Kids used giant slings that required teamwork and 
timing to send their gourds as high and far as possible.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The Illinois En-
vironmental Protection Agency 
has some issues with the City of 
Chrisman. 

City engineer Matt Johnson, 
of Fehr Graham Engineering 
& Environmental, attended the 
Monday, Oct. 21, city council 
meeting and reported getting a 
letter from the EPA regarding the 
city’s wastewater treatment plant. 
Issues raised in the letter included 
violating ammonia nitrogen levels 
in the effluent, failure to file re-
quired reports and failure to have 
a Capacity Operation and Man-
agement Plan (CMOM) on file. 

“I don’t think it’s a shock we are 
not meeting ammonia effluent 
levels,” said Johnson, noting Fehr 
Graham is currently building onto 
the sewer plant with new process-
es to address that problem. 

He assured council members 
when the new facility starts work-
ing the city will be in better shape 
to control the effluent. 

Mayor Dan Owen said city 
employees have filed the missing 
reports.

The CMOM was another issue. 
Johnson said that is required by 
the state and it is a plan stating 
how the city will stop water infil-
tration in the sanitary sewer and 
how the wastewater plant will op-
erate to avoid overflows.

The city council authorized 
Fehr Graham to write the CMOM 
for a fee of $7,000.

“It gets written and submitted 
to the agency, and they expect you 
to comply with it,” said Johnson. 

In another action item, the city 
council took the final steps for-
malizing the agreement with Paris 
to build a pipeline between the 

Chrisman 
dinged by 
EPA report

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Final planning is underway for 
the sixth annual Christmas in Paris 
celebration, set Saturday, Nov. 30, 
in downtown Paris.

The event, which includes a 
Christmas market, activities for 
children and a lighted parade, is 
under the direction of the Paris 
Chamber of Commerce, accord-
ing to chamber president Lindsey 
Wilson, who is also chairman of the 
celebration.

Events will be going on all day 
throughout the community, Wil-
son noted. Downtown events in-
clude the popular scavenger hunt, 
Christmas in Paris Market at Eve-
land Gym full of fine and unique 
vendors, free family fun activities, 
reindeer, photo ops with Santa 
and the Grinch, lighted Christmas 
Parade and the highlight of the eve-

ning — the lighting of the commu-
nity Christmas tree. 

The theme this year is “Holidays 
in Whoville.” The free movie at the 
Paris Theater is the 2018 animated 
Grinch movie.

Entry forms for the parade are 
due Nov. 17, she said, and are avail-
able at the Paris Chamber of Com-
merce office on the west side of the 
Paris square.

The biggest change this year is 
the parade route, which will begin 
on Madison Street and continue 
north on Main to Union and then 
south on Central to Washington St.

The change was made, she said, 
to better accomodate the large 
number of food vendors who have 
indicated they will be present. 

Cliff Macke, who is in charge 
of the food vendors, said among 
those expected to be present are 

Planning Christmas in Paris

See CHRISTMAS, Page 8A

City needs Capacity 
Operation Management 
Plan; ammonia nitrogen 
levels too high in water



MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

QUILTING GROUP MEETS
The next Paris Bee Quilters 
meeting is 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
Oct. 28, at the Otterbein United 
Methodist Church, Paris. Lisa 
Buehnerkemper from Harbor 
Light Hospice is the guest speak-
er. There is no age or experience 
limit required to attend the guild 
and new members are always 
welcome. For more information, 
call 217-251-1394.

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Verna 
Smith at 217-822-0953 for more 
information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.
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ADVENT CHOIR REHEARSALS BEGIN NOV. 7
Plans are underway for the 42nd Paris Community Advent 
Choral Service. Interested singers of high school age and older 
are needed for the choir. Participating requires a commitment of 
attending a minimum of three rehearsals at 7 p.m. Nov. 7, 18 and 
25 and Dec. 2 and 5. Music will be distributed at the first rehears-
al. All rehearsals are at the Presbyterian Church in preparation 
for the Advent service 3 p.m. Dec. 8 at the church. Questions 
may be directed to the Presbyterian Church, 465-5118.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

58   49
Prec: 100%

63   42
Prec: 0%

61   40
Prec: 0%

53   32
Prec: 0%

46   31
Prec: 40%

50   32
Prec: 0%

52   33
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Cloudy and breezy with showers 
and a few thunderstorms. Rain totals of 1-2” 
expected with locally higher amounts. Highs 
reach the upper 50s.

SUNDAY — Clouds gradually clear 
throughout the day with highs reaching the 
lower 60s.

MONDAY — Highs reach the lower 60s 
under mostly sunny skies before a cold 
front moves through.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 7:12 a.m. 5:57 p.m. 5:09 a.m. 5:32 p.m.

SUNDAY 7:13 a.m. 5:55 p.m. 6:23 a.m. 6:05 p.m.

MONDAY 7:15 a.m. 5:54 p.m. 7:37 a.m. 6:40 p.m.

TUESDAY 7:16 a.m. 5:53 p.m. 8:49 a.m. 7:18 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 7:17 a.m. 5:52 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 8:00 p.m.

THURSDAY 7:18 a.m. 5:50 p.m.    11:05 a.m. 8:48 p.m.

FRIDAY 7:19 a.m. 5:49 p.m. 12:05 p.m. 9:40 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62°/41°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84° in 1963
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19° in 1962

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.91”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.81”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38.02”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34.97”

NORMAL:    High: 62   Low: 41     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU

Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

BROCTON HALLOWEEN 
The Brocton American Legion 
Post is sponsoring a commu-
nity Halloween Party with a 
weiner roast from 5-7 p.m. and 
a costume contest at 7:30 p.m. 
Halloween night.  

FRIDAY

CARE TRIVIA NIGHT
The Community Addiction 
Response Education (CARE) coali-
tion is hosting a trivia night 6 p.m. 
Nov. 1 at the Tingley Reception 
Center, Paris. Door prizes and a 
50/50 drawing are part of the eve-
ning as is pulled pork concessions. 
Proceeds from the event will help 
CARE’s mission of educating 

and combatting addiction in the 
community. Contact Lisa Foster 
on Facebook Messenger or call 
252-0823 for more information.

UPCOMING

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. the first and third Saturdays 
of every month for 2019.

BLACKHAWK NATURE WALK
A free nature walk in Blackhawk 
Park is 8:30 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 
2. Guide Joy Turner will point out 
some of the winter residents set-
tling into the park and some leaf 
color still showing as the season 
turns into late fall. Meet Turner in 
the parking lot for a walk lasting 
about an hour.   

EATING FOR COGNITIVE 
HEALTH
Mary Liz Wright University of 
Illinois Extension Educator on Nu-
trition and Wellness will present 
Eating for Cognitive Health 6:30 
p.m. Nov. 7, at the Marshall Public 
Library. The program addresses 

how healthy eating can help to 
delay cognitive decline and give 
tips on how to make healthy cog-
nitive eating an everyday part of 
personal routines. This program 
is part of a four-part dementia 
series at the library.  

LUNCH AND LEARN AT HRC
Nov. 7 is the deadline to make a 
reservation to attend the next 
free Lunch and Learn at the 
Human Resources Center noon-1 
p.m. Nov. 12 in the Café France. 
The topic is Trauma Informed 
Parenting, and it is open to the 
public as well as health care 
professionals. A Continuing Edu-
cation Unit is available for those 
who qualify. To make reservation 
or for more information contact 
Ellen Auten, 217-465-4118 
ext.1266 or ellen.auten@hrcec.
org.

BENEFIT RUMMAGE SALE
The Chester Sutton Community 
Center for Edgar County Seniors 
is doing a one-day rummage sale 
and bake sale 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Nov. 
9.  Lots of Christmas and fall dec-
orative items are expected along 
with antiques and vintage items 
and plenty of miscellaneous. No 
clothing is accepted for the sale. 
Proceeds benefit the center.

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED FOR 
THANKSGIVING
Local families are needed to 
serve as hosts for the Annual 
Thanksgiving Fellowship and 
give foreign students attending 
the University of Chicago a look 
at American home life and the 
opportunity to experience the 
American Thanksgiving holiday. 
Families interested in participat-
ing should call Nancy Hansel, 
465-4688, prior to Nov. 12.

ADVANCE DIRECTIVES FOR 
END OF LIFE
Nurse Practitioner Amy Ladd 
from Hospice of Wabash Valley is 
leading a discussion of “Advance 
Directives: What are they and 
who needs them?” 6:30 p.m. Nov. 
14 at the Marshall Public Library. 
Ladd will explore topics like who 
should make decisions for a loved 
one in time of crisis, what is an 
advance directive, who should 
have one and the consequences 
of not having one. This program 
is the last of a four-part dementia 
series at the library.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m the first and third Saturdays of 
every month for 2019

AMERICAN GIRL DOLL DRAWING
Friends of the Marshall Public 
Library are doing a fundraiser with 
the prize of an American Girl Doll 
named Tenny. The drawing is 4:45 
p.m. Dec. 7 at the library. More 
information is available at the 
library or by calling 217-826-2535.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.

Ask us about financing with  
LESS THAN 20% DOWN!

Settle in with a Low Down Payment!

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME

1) Model # 101 Carolina      $40,840…BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia       $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi           $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta      $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 
Construction Manual

 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB
A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY
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CULTIVATING RELATIONSHIPS
IS OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU

MATT HOOSE
Chief Agribusiness Officer

BANKPROSPECT.COM
217-896-2423

Let’s start the conversation today!

Is rapidly approaching!

October 15th - December 7th.
Call Amy, Jo or Judy to schedule your 
appointment and let us help you by 

comparing Medicare Part D plans that 
will best benefit you.

Chester P. Sutton Community Center
256 W Court Street

Paris, IL

217-465-8143

Open Enrollment
Medicare Part D

Book by Thomas Meehan  and Bob Martin
Music by Matthew SklarLyrics by  Chad Beguelin

Based on the New L ine Cinema Film written by David Berenbaum

Tickets 
at the 
door!

Elf Jr. is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre 
International (MTI).  All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.

www.MTIShows.com

Mayo Middle
School presents

Fri. Nov. 1
Sat. Nov. 2

7 p.m. at the Paris Center of Fine Arts

Mayo Middle
School

$10 adults 

$5 children 
12 and under

PARROTT AUCTION
PARROTT AUCTION

PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION
Saturday, November 2nd, 2019   9AM Central

1501 N. 1300th Street, Flat Rock, IL 62427
2 Miles South of Flat Rock, IL and Rt 1

9 AM: Tools & Household
11 AM: N Holland 4WD 1440  ET 75; Case 1410 Diesel, WF; IH 
1250 Feed Grinder; 05’ Dodge 2500 Diesel Crew; Complete Solar 
Power System; 3 Phase; 220; 110 w/generater backup; Portable 

Buildings.

Bid onsite, or online PRIOR to auction. Online bidding deadline 
is 24 hours before auction. Complete Info @ parrottauctions.com

 Contact Greg Parrott 618-843-4905 

                   

Monroe & Barbara Weaver – Seller

PARROTT AUCTION

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Edgar County residents will 
have to get used to some new 
names in political circles.

The decision by state sena-
tor Dale Righter (R-Mattoon) 
and Congressman John Shim-
kus (R-15th District) to not 
seek re-election is opening 
the door for others to run for 
office.

Freshman legislator Darren 
Bailey (R-Louisville) has de-
cided after less than a year in 
the Illinois House to go after 
the 55th Senate District seat 
being vacated by Righter. The 
55th Senate District includes 
Grandview and Kansas town-
ships in Edgar County.

“As a senator, I have a po-
tential to make a bigger impact 
on the district,” said Bailey. 

He explained the decision 
to run for the state senate was 
made after consulting with 
Righter about the differences 
– pro and con – between be-
ing a senator and a represen-
tative.

A Clay County farmer, Bai-
ley stresses he is different from 

career politicians and has set 
a self-imposed 10-year term 
limit on his time in state office. 

He served 
17 years on 
the North 
Clay School 
Board.

He entered 
state poli-
tics because 
he was con-

cerned when the legislature 
passed a 32 percent tax in-
crease in 2017 and while serv-
ing in the House he has voted 
against late-term abortions, 
the tax increase on motor fuel, 
the progressive income tax 
Constitutional amendment, 
the legalization of recreation-
al marijuana and the $15 per 
hour minimum wage increase.

Another issue for him is a 
belief the state is headed for 
bankruptcy if the pension cri-
sis is not resolved.

“I want to fight for opportu-
nity in the state,” he said, add-
ing his oldest grandchild will 
be a teenager when he reaches 
his 10-year limit and wants her 
to remain in Illinois rather than 

leaving for greener pastures.
Bailey is critical of the Dem-

ocratic majority in the legisla-
ture but he is 
also dissatis-
fied with the 
Republican 
organization, 
noting there 
is no mean-
ingful debate 
on the floor.

“Ninety percent of the peo-
ple show up on the floor with 
their minds made up,” said 
Bailey. “It’s different when we 
meet in caucus – that’s where 
the fight is on. It’s where the 
leadership tells what they 
bargained for and how many 
votes they want.”

Bailey wants the Illinois 
Republican party to remain 
loyal to its values but he also 
wants more cooperation in 
the legislature and eschews 
the name-calling that occurs.

“I try to be relational. I talk 
to the other side,” he said

He has been tagged a mem-
ber of the Eastern Bloc of 
legislators that has proposed 
among other things making 

Candidates seeking nominations
Chicago a separate state. He 
said that effort is about get-
ting attention and letting the 
majority of legislators from 
Cook and the Collar Coun-
ties know that Downstate is 
not happy.

Something else Bailey 
hopes to accomplish is getting 
the electorate fired up and 
willing to take responsibility 
for what happens in state gov-
ernment.

“For too long people have 
elected their representatives 
and forgot about them,” said 
Bailey. “People have to hold 
their elected representatives 
accountable.”

Mary Miller, of Oakland, 
has announced her candidacy 
for Shimkus’ seat in Congress. 
In a printed statement, Miller 
is described as a conservative 
Republican and closely aligns 
herself with President Donald 
Trump.

Both Bailey and Miller will 
appear on the Republican bal-
lot for the March primary.

BAILEY MILLER

FARM DONATES TO FIRE DEPARTMENT

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Christensen Farms Pork Producers makes a $500 donation to the Paris Fire Department in 
recognition of October being National Fire Prevention month and to say thanks for the role the 
fire department has in the community. The money will go into a fund the department uses to buy 
smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors for people that cannot afford the life saving 
devices. Left to right, Captain Chad Crampton, Firefighter Michael Hill, Captain Steve Gallagher 
and Christensen Farm employees Adam Herzog, Eric Switzer, Linda Welch and Sarah Switzer.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. — 
The Wabash Valley Genealogy 
Society is sponsoring “How to’s 
for the DAR, SAR and Society 
for Civil War Families of Indi-
ana,” 6:30 p.m. EST Monday, 
Nov. 11, at the Vigo County 
Public Library.

The DAR (Daughters of the 
American Revolution) has 85 
chapters in Indiana. 

Vickie Sordean will present 
information concerning the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR). She has 
been a member of the society 
since 2000 and held the offic-
es of regent, treasurer, registrar 
and has also successfully com-
pleted papers for members. She 
is also a charter member of the 
Wabash Valley Genealogy So-

ciety and with the historic pres-
ervation committee digitized 
over 25,000 images for Visions 
and Voices, which are currently 
now at Indiana Memory.

Cliff Blanchard is represent-
ing the Sons of the American 
Revolution (SAR). He retired 
from the U.S. Air Force in 1984 
after 24 years of service, and 
has worked on genealogy for 
more than 45 years. He joined 
the John Martin Chapter of the 
SAR more than six years ago 
and served as the president of 
the chapter for nearly five years. 
He is also the chapter genealo-
gist and registrar.

Blanchard’s other activities 
include memberships in the 
Wabash Valley Genealogy So-
ciety, Clay County Genealogy 
Society and Hopkins County, 
Kentucky, Genealogy Society. 

He has also taken photographs 
and put information on Find-
A-Grave for six years.

David Bonnett represents 
The Society of Civil War Fam-
ilies in Indiana. A genealogist 
for more than 25 years, Bennett 
has seven generations of fami-
ly in Vigo County, Ind. He is a 
charter member of the Society 
of Civil War Families in Indiana 
and has coached more than 30 
Society members since the or-
ganization’s founding in 2007. 
He is one of the founders of the 
Wabash Valley Genealogy So-
ciety in February 2004 and has 
served as treasurer and corpo-
rate organization for that group 
during that entire time.   

More information on this or 
other WVGS programs is avail-
able at www.inwvgs.org or by 
calling 812-230-0631.

Genealogy how-to coming to Wabash Valley
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Your One-Stop
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(217) 463-5010
601 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL  61944
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MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

**Watch for our in-store specials!**

for all your beer, wine & liquor needs.

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 
Marshall, Illinois 62441

Ford

Your new

adventure 
awaits at Dorsett!

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

A Vermilion man appeared 
in custody of the Edgar Coun-
ty Sheriff 's Department Oct. 
17 and is facing new felony 
allegations adding to his long 
list of unresolved felony accu-
sations. 

Tyson W. Ducharme, 34, 
Vermilion, was charged with 
two counts of a Class 2 felony 
burglary, a Class 4 felony crim-
inal trespassing and a Class A 
misdemeanor theft. The pub-
lic defender was appointed 
and bond was set at $25,000. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. 

In another matter, Ducha-
rme waived the preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 1 felony residential bur-
glary, a Class 2 felony burglary, 
a Class 2 felony possession of 
a stolen title, a Class 3 felony 
threatening a public official, a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class 
4 felony possession of an un-
authorized title and a Class A 
misdemeanor theft charges. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.

In other cases, Ducharme’s 
unresolved two counts of 
a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine, two 
counts of a Class 4 felony do-
mestic battery, a Class A mis-
demeanor aggravated assault, 
two counts of a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia, a Class A mis-
demeanor driving under the 
influence of drugs and a Class 
B misdemeanor criminal 
trespass charges were contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
Ducharme was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.

Other individuals appear-
ing before the bench for the 
Oct. 17 felony and traffic 
call in Edgar County Circuit 
Court included: 

IN CUSTODY
nKatelynn M. Bowman, 

22, Paris, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. Her unresolved 
charges of two counts of a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class B 
misdemeanor possession of 
cannabis and a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia were continued 
for a pretrial conference. 

In a new case, Bowman was 
charged with a Class A misde-
meanor resisting a police offi-
cer. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. She was 
remanded to custody pending 

posting of bond.
nEthan R. Daniels, 40, 

Terre Haute, Ind., appeared in 
custody for missing a previous 
court appearance. He was pre-
sented with a petition to re-
voke his probation sentences 
for a Class 2 felony aggravated 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol and a Class 4 felo-
ny possession of a controlled 
substance convictions. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond. 
nSpencer E. Haley, 28, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was granted a bond re-
duction to $18,000 from the 
original bond of $25,000. His 
unresolved charges of a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Class 4 felony 
obstruction of justice and a 
Class 4 felony inducement to 
commit suicide charges were 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference. Haley was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nBrittany N. Harris, 28, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and admitted a petition to re-
voke her probation sentence 
for a Class 4 felony posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
conviction. The matter was 
continued for the sentencing 
hearing. In another matter, 
her unresolved Class 3 fel-
ony possession of metham-
phetamine, a Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled 
substance, a Class 4 felony 
obstruction of justice, a Class 
A misdemeanor possession 
of a hypodermic syringe and 
a Class A misdemeanor re-
sisting a police officer charge 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. She was remand-
ed to custody pending post-
ing of bond.
nJennifer M. Herbek, 42, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. Her unresolved 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class 4 
felony aggravated driving on 
a revoked license, a Class 4 
felony obstruction of justice 
and two counts of a Class B 
misdemeanor criminal tres-
pass charges were continued 
for a pretrial conference. Her-
bek was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nLarry D. Lowry, 47, 

Kansas, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. His unresolved 
Class 2 felony burglary, two 
counts of a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine, 
a Class 3 felony theft, a Class 
4 felony theft and a Class 4 
felony theft of utility services 

Ducharme faces more charges
charges were continued for a 
pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nHeather D. Mason, 39, 

Paris, appeared in custody of 
the Illinois Department of 
Corrections for a sentencing 
hearing on a petition to re-
voke her probation sentence 
for a Class 4 felony fraud con-
viction. She was resentenced 
to 36 months in prison with 
credit for 101 days served. In 
exchange for the plea, a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class 
A misdemeanor retail theft 
charges were dismissed. Ma-
son was remanded to custody 
of IDOC.
nJonathan T. Murray, 23, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with five 
counts of a Class 2 felony 
burglary. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelim-
inary hearing. Murray was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond. 
nRonald Parker, 18, Paris, 

appeared in custody. He was 
charged with a Class X felony 
armed robbery, a Class A mis-
demeanor aggravated assault 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
illegal possession of a weap-
on. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. Parker was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond. 
nTravis S. Posey, 37, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance. His unresolved charges 
of a Class 4 felony obstruc-
tion of justice and a Class A 
misdemeanor obstruction of 
identification along with his 
unresolved petition to revoke 
his probation sentence for a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine convic-
tion were continued for a pre-
trial conference. Posey was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond. 
nChristopher L. Whalen, 

27, Paris, appeared in custo-
dy and his motion for a bond 
reduction was denied. His un-
resolved Class 2 felony failure 
to register as a sex offender 
charge was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. 

In another matter, Whalen 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery 
charge. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled. Whalen was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.

CHARGES
nNatalie L. Foltz, 53, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 2 
felony aggravated battery. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed. The matter was continued 
for a status hearing.
nNathaniel L. Goodman, 

25, Paris, was charged with 
a Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence 
of drugs. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel.
nMatthew M. Morgan, 30, 

Charleston, was charged with 
a Class A misdemeanor bat-
tery. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-

ance with counsel.
nZachary J. Mulkins, 25, 

Martinsville, was presented 
with a petition to revoke his 
conditional discharge sen-
tence for a Class C misde-
meanor disorderly conduct 
conviction. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference. In anoth-
er matter, Mulkins learned the 
petition to revoke his court 
supervision sentence for a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
conviction was withdrawn by 
the state.
nBrian D. Nicholson, 35, 

Paris, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor theft of 
utility services. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nDodi A. Trover, 45, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. She was 
sentenced to 30 days in jail 
subject to the court’s discre-
tion, 18 months of condition-
al discharge, a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 

In another matter, Trover 
pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. She was 
sentenced to 30 days in jail 
subject to the court’s discre-
tion and 18 months of con-
ditional discharge to run con-
currently with the previous 
conviction, a $75 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. In 
exchange for the guilty plea, 
a third charge of driving on 
a suspended license and two 
petty traffic offenses were dis-
missed.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nAllison M. Baldwin, 23, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor retail theft 
and a Class B misdemeanor 
criminal trespassing. The mat-
ter was continued for a pretri-
al conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nSherry L. Furgerson, 63, 

Paris, learned the state with-
drew a petition to revoke 
her conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A mis-
demeanor resisting a police 
officer conviction. The arrest 
warrant for missing a previ-
ous court appearance was 
quashed. Her conditional dis-
charge sentence was terminat-
ed and the case was closed.
nJacob L. Neibarger, 24, 

Paris, was found in violation 
of his court supervision sen-
tence on a petition to revoke 
the sentence for a Class A mis-
demeanor battery conviction. 
The matter was continued for 
the sentencing hearing.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered and 

prepared when the following 
individuals failed to answer 
the court call: Randy J. Bram-
lett, 52, Metcalf; Garrett A. 
Comstock, 29, Paris; Angela 
D. Eslinger, 37, Vermilion; 
Audrey L. Keller, 52, Mon-
tezuma, Ind.; Jacqueline R. 
Russell, 30, Paris; Dustin E. 
Talbott, 35, Paris; Melissa S. 
Thompson, 32, Marshall; and 
Travis W. Travioli, 49, West 
Terre Haute, Ind.
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Did you know that the American Optomet-
ric Association recommends a child have 
their first eye examination before they 
reach 12 months?  Much of a child’s vision 

development has taken place by the time they are a year 
old which is why it is so important to detect a problem 
early on.  The sooner an issue is found, the easier it is 
to fix.  We have been participating in InfantSEETM since 
2005 at Chittick Family Vision Center.  This is a FREE pro-
gram, nationwide, where an optometrist will provide one 
eye examination for and infant six to twelve months at no 
cost to the family.  This was started by a joint effort by the 
American Optometric Association and the Jimmy Carter 
Foundation.  President Carter had two grandchildren that 
had undiagnosed problems that led to permanent loss 
of vision, so he understands the importance of early in-
tervention.  If we find any issues we will either prescribe 
glasses or make an appropriate referral to a pediatric 
specialist.  The great majority of infants we see are per-
fectly fine, and the examination is generally pretty fun.  
For more information check out Infantsee.org.

EYES
On Infant Vision
By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461

We wish we could see you one more time,
Come walking through the door,
But we know that is impossible,

We will hear your voice no more.
We know you can feel our tears,
And you don’t want us to cry,

Yet our hearts are broken because
we don’t understand why someone 

so precious had to die.
We pray that God will give us strength,

And somehow get us through,
As we struggle with the heartache

that came when we lost you.
Love always, your Family

Heather Jane Ridgon
04/02/87 - 10/31/05

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
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Evenings By Appt.

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
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  Work
We have Cremation Mausoleums

OLIVER YATES
Oliver Arthur Yates, 79, of 

Springfield, and formerly of 
Paris passed away at 4:20 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 18, 2019, in St. 

John’s Hos-
pital, Spring-
field, called to 
be in the lov-
ing arms of Je-
sus. He is now 
free of disease 
having been 
e t e r n a l l y 

healed by the ultimate healer.
All services are private. 

Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Mr. Yates was born June 28, 
1940, at Paris, the son of the 
late Paul A. and Mary Cather-
ine Hardy Yates. He married 
Debra Williams Yates July 25, 
1969, at Danville, and she sur-
vives.  

Other survivors include his 
children, Paul “Rowdy” (Leah) 
Yates of Springfield, Sarah 
(Tom) Drone of Mountain 
Grove, Mo.; his grandchildren, 
Ashlyn Yates, Kelsey (Mitch) 
Haddock, TJ Drone, Olivia 
Yates, Elizabeth Yates, Sarah 
Yates, Daniel Yates, Julia Yates, 
Anna Yates and Karolyn Yates; 
his siblings, Katie (Jack) For-
sythe and Robin (Karl) Len-
hart, both of Terre Haute, Ind. 

He was preceded in death by 
a daughter, Allison.

Known as “Stretch” by his 
family, friends and former 
classmates, he was recognized 
in 2013 as one of the top 25 
boys basketball players in the 
history of Paris High School. 
He played for Coach Ernie 

Eveland at Paris High School 
and at Arkansas State Universi-
ty. He was recognized as one of 
the top scorers in PHS history, 
scoring 738 points. He was also 
instrumental in beginning the 
push to have the former Paris 
High School gym named in 
honor of Coach Ernie Eveland, 
writing a letter to the Paris 95 
school board and the Bea-
con-News urging the school 
board to honor the coach.

Mr. Yates influenced hun-
dreds of students and players 
over the years as a junior high 
and high school basketball 
coach, history teacher and 
drivers education teacher. He 
taught and coached at Hinds-
boro, Newman, Mulberry 
Grove and several other Illinois 
schools.

Coach Yates was always a 
favorite teacher and coach, 
which made him seem bigger 
than life because everyone 
knew him. He was a giver and 
willing to help anyone who 
needed it.

He was absolutely the best 
dad anyone could have ever 
asked for and was a beloved 
son, brother, husband, father 
and loved so much as a grand-
father.

In addition to coaching 
young players as an educator, 
he encouraged boys in the 
Elm Street neighborhood to 
play basketball on the Tanner 
School playground. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

BETTY WILHOIT
Betty J. Utterback Wilhoit, 

79, of Paris, passed away at 
12:50 a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 22, 

2019, at Par-
is Healthcare 
Center.  

A grave-
side service 
was 11 a.m. 
Friday, Oct. 
25, at Edgar 
C e m e t e r y. 

Visitation was from 5 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 24, at Temple-
ton Funeral Home in Paris.

Memorials may be made 
to the ECCF D.O. It Cancer 
Support Group.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

JOHN PORTER
John David Porter, 75, of 

St. Bernice, Ind., passed away 
Oct. 18, 2019, at Gibson Fam-
ily Center for Hospice Care, 
Terre Haute, Ind. 

A graveside service was 
1:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 24, 
at Light-Carmel Cemetery 
near Scottland, with Pastor 
Joe Hanley officiating. Burial 
followed. Visitation was from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday at 
Templeton Funeral Home.

Memorial donations may 

BETTY NEES
KANSAS – Betty Marie 

Nees, 88, of Ashmore, passed 
away at 7 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 
20, 2019, at Eastview Terrace, 
Sullivan.  

 No public services are 
planned. Private interment 
is at a later date in Resthaven 
Memorial Gardens, Mattoon. 
Templeton Funeral Home of 
Kansas is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post #1592 Auxilia-
ry, Charleston.

 More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

LYLE HUTCHINGS
K. Lyle Hutchings, 89, of 

Paris, passed away at 10:45 
a.m. Friday, Oct. 18, 2019, at 

his residence.  
All services 

are private. 
Burial is in 
Edgar Ceme-
tery. Temple-

ton Funeral Home in Paris is 
in charge of arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Shriner’s Hospitals 
for Children or First Christian 
Church of Paris.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.tem-
pletonfuneralhome.com.

LEON FOLTZ
L. Leon Foltz, 92, of Speed-

way, Ind., died Tuesday, Oct. 
22, 2019. He retired in 1984 as 

right of way 
agent secur-
ing land ac-
quisition for 
16 telephone 
exchanges.

A funeral service is 11 a.m. 
EST today, Oct. 26, at Zi-
onsville United Methodist 
Church, 9644 Whitestown 
Road, Zionsville, Ind. Visita-
tion is from 9 a.m. until the ser-
vice time at the church. Anoth-
er visitation is 2 to 2:45 p.m. at 
Templeton Funeral Home fol-
lowed by 3 p.m. burial at Edgar 
Cemetery.

Mr. Foltz was born Feb. 16, 
1927, the son of the late Paul 
and Hazel Walther Foltz of ru-
ral Clinton, Vermillion County, 
Ind. He married Freda Siden-
bender Sept. 21, 1952, at Paris, 
and she preceded him in death 
after 59 years of marriage. 

Survivors include two 
daughters, Debra (Dyke) Wil-
son of Zionsville, Ind., and 
Martha Ann (Robert) Lofland 
of Indianapolis, Ind.; three 
grandchildren, Devon Wil-
son (Ben) Lawson of Jersey 
City, N.J., Daley (Meredith) 
Wilson-Rarus of Chicago and 
Robbie Lofland of Indianap-
olis; and one great-grandson, 
August Lawson of Jersey City, 
N.J.; sister-in-law, Barbara Foltz 
of Clinton, Ind.; and many 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by four brothers, Kenneth (Es-
ther), Dale (Dorothy), Donald 
(Jean) and Max Foltz and one 
sister, Eleanor (Jack) Murray, 
all of Clinton, Ind. 

Mr. Foltz attended Purdue 
University and served in the 
U.S. Army Air Corps during 
World War II. He was the City 
Clerk of the City of Paris for 7 

1/2 years when he resigned to 
work for General Telephone 
Company of Illinois. During 
his employment with GTE 
he was elected to two terms 
on the Paris City Council. He 
was associated with the Junior 
Achievement Program of the 
Wabash Valley and served as 
center director of the Paris pro-
gram. 

Mr. Foltz was active in Ki-
wanis where he had more than 
50 years of perfect attendance. 
He served as president of the 
noon club in Paris and was a 
charter member of the Early 
Risers Kiwanis Club of Paris. 

Since moving to Indianap-
olis, he remained active in Ki-
wanis and was a member of the 
Robin Run Golden K Club. 
Other memberships included 
Purdue Alumni Association, 
a lifetime member of The 
American Legion and Unit-
ed Commercial Travelers and 
a former member of Illinois 
Right of Way Association. He 
was a proud owner of a 1973 
Ford Mustang and an active 
member of the Mustang Club 
of Indianapolis. 

Through collection of pop 
tabs for the Ronald McDon-
ald House of Central Indiana, 
he earned membership in the 
“Pop Tab ‘Collect-A-Million’ 
Club” in May 2018. Mr. Foltz 
was a member of Zionsville 
United Methodist Church 
where he was active in the Se-
nior Adult Ministries (SAM).  

Moving to Indianapolis in 
1985 to be near their daugh-
ters, Mr. Foltz was associated 
with Community Centers of 
Indianapolis in their Partners 
2000 and 70,001 programs and 
the Paul Harris Stores. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Zionsville United 
Methodist Church. 

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

VIVIAN EVARD
Vivian Jeannine “Bim” 

Evard, 59, of Paris, passed away 
at 9:40 a.m. Monday, Oct. 21, 
2019, at Regional Hospital, 

Terre Haute, 
Ind. She was 
a custodian at 
Great Dane 
Trailers in 
Terre Haute 
for 13 years.

A funeral 
service was 2 

p.m. Friday, Oct. 25, at Stew-
art and Carroll Funeral Home, 
with Pastor Gary Williamson 
officiating. Cremation followed 
the service. Visitation was from 
4 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 24, at 
the funeral home.

Mrs. Evard was born Jan. 
24, 1960, in Olathe, Kan., the 
daughter of Jim L. and Doro-
thy “Dot” Huggins White.  She 
married Gordon Evard May 13, 
1978, at Yuma, Ariz., and he 
survives.  

Other survivors include her 
parents, Jim L. and Dorothy 
“Dot” White of Lewisburg, 
Kan.; three sons, Joshua (Bran-
di) Evard of Ringgold, Ga., Jer-
emy (Anna) Evard of Paris and 
Jason Evard of Paris; one sister, 
Vicki (Jeff) Park of Lewisburg, 
Kan.; two brothers, Robert 
White of Olathe, Kan., and 
James M. “Bubba” White of 
Lewisburg, Kan.; and numer-
ous grandchildren.  

She was preceded in death by 
one sister, Penny Lynn White.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to E.C.C.F. D.O. 
It Fund.  

Online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.
com.

ROBERT ELLINGTON 
MARTINSVILLE – Rob-

ert Dewayne Ellington, 
63, of Martinsville, passed 

away at 2:55 
p.m. Mon-
day, Oct. 
21, 2019, at 
Gibson Fam-
ily Hospice 
Center, Terre 
Haute, Ind.   

At his re-
quest, there will be no ser-
vices.  Interment in Mt. Pleas-
ant Cemetery is at a later date. 
Greenwell Funeral Home 
is in charge of the arrange-
ments. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

LOIS ANDERSON
Lois Marie Anderson, 70, of 

Clinton, Ind., passed away at 
1:14 p.m. EDT Thursday, Oct. 
24, 2019, at her residence. She 
was retired after many years as 
a Qualified Medical Assistant 
with Sisters of Providence in St. 
Mary-of-the Woods, Ind.

A service celebrating her 
life is 2:30 p.m. CST Sunday, 
Oct. 27, at Templeton Funeral 
Home. Burial follows in Pleas-
ant Hill Cemetery, rural Kan-
sas. Visitation is from 1 p.m. 
until service time Sunday at the 
funeral home.

Mrs. Anderson was born 
March 27, 1949, at Paris, the 
daughter of the late Robert and 
Irene Owen Howard. She mar-
ried Perry Allen “Pete” Ander-
son Sept. 6, 1968, in Clinton. 
He preceded her in death June 
7, 2016.

Survivors include three 
daughters, Darla (Demetrius) 
Davidson and Valerie Anderson 
(Taylor Davis) both of Clinton, 
and Christina (Bill) Pitts of St. 
Bernice, Ind.; a brother, John 
Jewell of New Braunfels, Texas; 
three sisters, Rose (Don) Salter 
of Paris, Anna Curry of Clinton 
and Linda (Wayne) Studey of 
Clinton; five grandchildren, Jef-
frey (Madison) Taylor Jr., Josh-
ua Taylor, Camryn Bradford, 
Neveah Davidson and Baylee 
Pitts; four great-grandchildren, 
Anthony, Chad, Raily Mae and 
Chloe Taylor; and several niec-
es and nephews. 

She was preceded in death 
by two brothers, Paul and Ron-
nie Jewell.

Mrs. Anderson enjoyed go-
ing to casinos and loved spend-
ing time with her family.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Riley Children’s 
Foundation.

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com

YATES

EVARD

WILHOIT

ELLINGTON

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

REUSE
the news

be made to the Parke-Vermil-
lion Humane Society, P.O. 
Box 155, Clinton, IN 47842 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.



The political muscle of 
ComEd/Exelon aced its 
last major test in 2016, 

when the 
energy 
compa-
nies finally 
passed 
what one 
Illinois 
House 
member 
referred to 
at the time 
as a “mul-
tibillion 

dollar corporate bailout” 
by electricity ratepayers 
to keep two of its nuclear 
power plants open.

The vote came after 
that year’s election during 
the fall veto session, and it 
passed despite the fact that 
the Democratic-controlled 
General Assembly and 
Republican Gov. Bruce 
Rauner had not agreed on 
a state budget for nearly a 
year and a half. It was one 
of only a tiny handful of 
bipartisan bills signed into 
law during Rauner’s term.

ComEd has had its 
shares of ups and downs 
in Springfield. It thrived 
under Gov. Jim Thomp-
son, who strongly sup-
ported its push to build 
a large nuclear fleet. But 
most subsequent gover-
nors took a more populist 
position. And by the 
early 2000s, legislators felt 
ignored and even disre-
spected by the company.

That all eventually 
turned around as ComEd 
started catering to legisla-
tors in order to improve its 
Statehouse standing.

The company stopped 
trying to ram through 
previously unseen legis-
lation at the last possible 
minute in 2011 but had 
earlier made it much 
easier for members to do 
things like call in to check 
on constituent power 
outages, for instance. But, 
more importantly, jobs, 
contracts and other favors 
like keeping constituents’ 
electricity service on 
when they couldn’t afford 
to pay soon proliferated.

Like many large 
bureaucracies, once the 
corporate giant finally 
changed course it kept 
following that new route 
and continued expanding 

It is fair to say that our country is 
tired. Let me rephrase that.

Our country is not tired, but our 
people, you and I, 
are tired of the di-
vision, acrimony 
and mistrust that 
pummels us every 
time we log into 
our social media 
accounts, read our 
newspapers, or 
watch our favorite 
news show. In 
some ways we 
are like children 

in a dysfunctional family, cringing 
when mommy and daddy fight and 
powerless to stop it. 

Under normal circumstances, 
we would turn to the most trusted 
names in journalism for stability 
and the road maps to guide us 
through our national malaise. But 
these are not normal circumstances 
and help is not on the way. 

The results of a Gallup poll 
released in September suggest only 
59 precent of the American people 
trust the mass media. According 
to Gallup, only 41 percent have a 
great deal or a fair amount of trust 
in the media to report accurately 
and fairly. 

I do not have enough time, 
space, or energy to go into what has 
happened to the profession I started 
in nearly half a century ago. I can 
offer an example of how we have 
devolved from reporting the news to 
creating it. And, at times, becoming 
active participants in the story. 

An example of this aired on an 
Austin, Texas, network affiliate 
I will not name to keep them 
from further embarrassment 
and ridicule. A few years back, a 
73-year-old homeowner tied a 
metal folding chair and flag to a 
tree in his front yard. This set the 
hair on fire of a local liberal blogger 

who implied strongly that the man 
was a racist and that his act was a 
thinly disguised symbolic lynching 
of President Obama. 

It apparently also raised the 
hackles of the management of said 
TV newsroom, because the folks 
there ran a big expose’ during their 
early afternoon newscast. 

The breathless anchor pro-
claimed they tracked down the dis-
play, probably thanks to the blogger 
who provided the homeowner’s 
address and telephone number, 
and were ready to roll the unedited 
confrontation between the station’s 
reporter and the homeowner. 

Hide the chickens and shoo 
away grandma, because this was 
not going to be pretty. 

And so began the verbal sparring 
that became more of an indictment 
against the station, its management, 
and, by association, the journalism 
profession than proof of racism in 
the Republican Party as the origi-
nal blogger contended. 

The reporter reprimanded, yes, 
reprimanded, the homeowner by 
telling him he should realize an 
empty chair has racist meanings. 
Then, the reporter challenged him 
to explain why he was untying 
the chair if he didn’t think it was a 
symbol of lynching

The reporter wrapped up the 
story by going live from the news-
room to say the man eventually put 
his chair in the middle of his lawn 

and kept it there, along with the 
American flag. 

What she and the wide-eyed 
anchors did not report was that 
the man broke no law, that police 
did not arrested him, that the state 
filed no charges and that he did 
not violate the covenants of his 
homeowners’ association. 

All he did was ruffle the sensibili-
ties of individuals who believe the 
Constitution reserves freedom of 
speech only to their speech and 
provide news organizations the 
opportunity to prove why the 
American public’s respect for jour-
nalism is embarrassingly low. 

Back when I was teaching, I 
used to tell my students early in the 
semester they should always take 
their profession seriously and never 
put themselves above their profes-
sion. Journalism, the gathering and 
reporting of news and informa-
tion, is one of the most important 
elements of a free society. It should 
provide us with the unfiltered in-
formation and knowledge we need 
to make intelligent and thoughtful 
decisions about our lives and the 
future of our nation. 

 It should not feed the irrational 
behavior found on the fringes 
of society or politics. Or in our 
newsrooms. 

(John David Powell is a Paris 
native and an award-winning jour-
nalist who lives in Texas. His email is 
johndavidpowell@yahoo.com.)
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Let’s take the proper precautions to make sure trick-or-treaters are secure 
In case you’ve missed the can-

dy displays or don’t have a young 
person in the house to remind you, 
Thursday is Halloween.

When we were younger, this day 
meant running from door to door 
with our costumed friends, knocking 
on doors and screaming, “Trick or 
treat” in a quest for bags full of candy.

Like just about everything, though 
the yearly festival has changed over 
the years.

Many costumes now include glow-
in-the-dark elements, or children 
carry fluorescent toys to help drivers 
see them in the dark. Some parents 
bypass trick-or-treating in neighbor-
hoods in favor of experiences around 
car trunks lined up in church parking 
lots. Others take their little monsters 
and princesses to the Scare on the 
Square in downtown Paris  so they 
can keep an eye on them.

Of course, many still send the 
youngsters out on the streets in 
search of sugary treats — with some 

parents even driving them to neigh-
borhoods with bigger homes in an 
effort to get bigger treats.

While Halloween is a time of great 
excitement for our children, that 
excitement creates some dangers 
that can be reduced by taking simple 
precautions. 

Here is a common-sense list of 
safety reminders for all of us to 
review before children head out later 
today in search of treats.
nChildren should always trick-or-

treat with a trusted adult.
nCross streets using crosswalks or 

at intersecting streets (corners) and 
only after having checked for cars.
nCostumes and candy bag/con-

tainers should have reflective tape or 
material affixed.
nEverybody should use a flash-

light and glow sticks.
nMotorists should slow down and 

be cautious when driving in residen-
tial neighborhoods.
nEat only factory-wrapped treats.
Trick-or-treaters are going to load 

up on sugar, so the American Acade-
my of Pediatrics offers this advice on 
how to make Halloween a bit more 
healthful:
nConsider purchasing non-food 

treats for those who visit your home, 
such as coloring books or pens and 
pencils.
nWait until children are home 

to sort and check treats. Though 
tampering is rare, a responsible adult 
should closely examine all treats and 
throw away any spoiled, unwrapped 
or suspicious items.

Thursday is all about children 
having fun. We can all do our part to 
make sure that the fun doesn’t give 
way to tragedy. 

Let’s not have any real nightmares 
this Halloween.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Think Halloween safety

ComEd 
struggling  
with probe

Journalism’s feeding frenzy harms us all

We welcome letters to the editor and guest columns. When submitting  a letter, please 
include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification purposes and 
limit it to 500 words. Columnists should demonstrate authority and knowledge of the 
topic (preferably of state and local interest) and make information-backed arguments. 
We reserve the right to edit letters or to not publish certain letters or guest columns. 

HAVE YOUR SAY

 BY MAIL/IN PERSON: 
The Prairie Press
Attn: Letters to the Editor
101 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944

BY EMAIL:  
nzeman@prairiepress.net
BY FAX: 217-921-3309
QUESTIONS? Call 217-921-3216

JIM
NOWLAN
ILLINOIS 
PERSPECTIVE

Political corruption in Illinois is back in the 
news. (When did it leave?) A reader writes: 
Why so much corruption, and so little in 

neighboring states?
I respond that we have in 

Illinois a culture (pattern of 
behavior and values) of cor-
ruption (unearned personal 
gain at public expense). Over 
our state’s history, a sense has 
developed among too many 
of us that if we have an oppor-
tunity to take advantage of 
government we might as well 
do so, as that’s what anyone 
else would do — fix a traffic 

ticket, get out of a DUI, find an inside track to 
a profitable government contract and more.

When I was director of our state’s licensing 
agency (nearly 1 million people need or seek 
licenses to do business in Illinois), a plumber 
in my rural hometown once asked me to get 
him his license, because he didn’t test well, 
and an important state senator asked for the 
realtor licensing exam for a contributor of his. 
It’s in the water, as they say.

I recall Quad Cities leader John Gardner 
once saying that if you wanted to do state 
business in Des Moines, you went in the front 
door; in Springfield, the side door.

Our state is replete with horrible corrup-
tion scandals. Among the worst: In 1909, 40 
state legislators accepted bribes of $2,500 
each (when a new Model T cost $750) to 
elect William Lorimer to the U.S. Senate 
(they elected the senators back then). The 
Senate expelled Lorimer in 1911 when it 
learned of the corruption, which led to the 
popular election of senators. 

Even worse, if one can imagine, in the 
1980s more than 100 judges and court 
officials in Cook County were convicted of 
taking bribes and fixing cases, even murder 
cases.

Between 1976 and 2010, the U.S. Court 
for the Northern District of Illinois registered 
more  convictions for corruption than any 
district in the nation.

At present, a flurry of federal indictments 
and investigations fill the news. Even ven-
erable ComEd, the huge electric utility that 
serves two-thirds of all residents in Illinois, is 
being probed. Two weeks ago, the company’s 
61-year-old CEO retired immediately upon 
reports of the fed’s interest in learning more 
about possible ethics lapses over lobbying 
violations.

When I was head of a statewide business 
group in Springfield in the early 1990s, it was 
an open secret that ComEd had very cozy 
relations with certain lawmakers, who would 
handle the company’s legislation and later 
receive jobs or consultancies as rewards.

ComEd has an extensive set of nuclear 
power plants in Illinois, producing a bigger 
share of electric power than for any state. The 
nukes have their good and bad points, e.g., 
pollution free, yet whadda ya’ do with the 
waste? In recent years, the nuclear plants have 
also become uncompetitive on price against 
natural gas. But shutting them down could 
cripple the company.

Thus, ComEd became totally dependent 
upon the Legislature for expensive, politically 
challenging favors such as increasing electric 
bills on you and me in order to subsidize 
the nukes — and ComEd. So, where does 
ComEd turn for help? There is only one 
person: perpetual speaker of the Illinois 
House Mike Madigan. He controls the fate of 
literally every piece of legislation introduced 
into the General Assembly.

I turned to a really smart close friend who 
was until retirement a few years ago an insid-
ers’ insider in Springfield. As a lobbyist, he 
was among the most powerful.

“You have to realize, Jimmie, that over the 
years Madigan has come to ‘own the space’ in 
which many interest groups have to operate. 
These groups have no countervailing force to 
turn to; there is none. 

“So, they have to work with the speaker to 
get what they want, especially so for ComEd, 
which has to make some of the toughest asks. 

“The give and the take — and if you want 
something, you sure have to give something 
in Illinois — goes on indirectly, unspoken, at 
one remove, with winks and nods.

“So, if someone like Madigan somehow 
gets the word to ComEd: ‘I think it would 
be in your best interest to hire Joe Blow (his 
close friend) as a lobbyist for your company, 
and find jobs for Bill Smith and Mary Jane 
Jones, and contribute money to these candi-
dates,’ you find them jobs and more. You have 
no option.”

When might this be considered a criminal 
breach of the public trust, that personal gain I 
refer to above? And how do you prove that a 
possible criminal act took place, when it is all 
done in the ether?

That is what I speculate is going on with the 
present federal investigation into the behavior of 
legislators and supplicant companies like ComEd. 
We’ll see. If anything untoward has occurred, it’s 
part of a grand, you might say, tradition.

(For many years, Jim Nowlan was a senior 
fellow and political science professor at the 
University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign. He 
has worked for three unindicted governors and 
published a weekly newspaper in central Illinois.)

JOHN D.
POWELL
GUEST  
COLUMN

IT (JOURNALISM) SHOULD NOT   
FEED THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR  

FOUND ON THE FRINGE 
OF SOCIETY OR POLITICS.                                             
OR IN OUR NEWSROOMS.”

RICH
MILLER
CAPITOL 
FAX

See MILLER, Page 7A
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GOOD LUCK IN THE REGIONALS

We are PROUD 
of you!

GOOD LUCK 
at the Regionals

Irv & Alice Pinkston

Congratulations
to the Lady Tiger Volleyball
Team on an outstanding season!

Lizzie Rouse #28
Thanks for the great memories and 

Good Luck 
with college.

Love from all of us!

CONGRATS TIGER VOLLEYBALL!

MEMBER FDICBANKPROSPECT.COM

Great job Lady Tigers!

Fundraiser for Kara (Kirby) Ike

Turkey & 
Noodle Dinner
November 3rd, 2019
11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
St. Mary’s Church Parish Hall
528 N. Main St. in Paris, IL

Hog Raffle/Silent Auction/Bake Sale
Carry-Out and Drive-Thru Available

Kara is 30 years old and was 
recently diagnosed with FTD 
(Frontotemporal Dementia), 
which is the detoration/atrophy 
of the brain. The proceeds 
raised by the hog raffle, dinner, 
and silent auction will be used 
for Kara’s medical expenses as 
her condition progresses.

Turkey & noodles, mashed potatoes, green 
beans, roll, dessert & drink

$8 Adults / $5 Children 10 & under

MILLER
FROM PAGE 6A

and perfecting its mission long 
after it should’ve moderated 
itself. It appears that it may 
have gotten sloppy, or much 
worse.

The company had been 
gearing up earlier this year to 
pass another major bill, which 
included locking in its favor-
able rate system for another 
decade. But then all the energy 
bills were suddenly set aside 
until the fall veto session.

The federal investigation of 
the company has since killed its 
bill for the immediately foresee-
able future. 

The probe began in earnest 
in May with search warrants 
served on Statehouse insider 
and House Speaker Michael 
Madigan confidante Mike 
McClain (a former ComEd 
lobbyist who played an instru-
mental role in the company’s 
many Springfield successes) 
and former Ald. Mike Zalewski 
over what the Chicago Tribune 
claimed at the time was a probe 
into how the former Chicago 

alderman with close ties to 
Madigan received a ComEd 
contract.

ComEd and Exelon have 
since revealed they’ve been 
subpoenaed twice by a federal 
grand jury, once over its lob-
bying activities and then for 
its communications with indi-
viduals including Sen. Martin 
Sandoval (D-Chicago). The 
search warrant of Sandoval’s 
Statehouse office listed four 
unnamed Exelon officials.

The probe hasn’t just 
toppled the company’s legis-
lative agenda. Fidel Marquez, 
the company’s senior vice 
president of governmental 
and external affairs, and the 
CEO of Exelon Utilities Anne 
Pramaggiore, who had been 
ComEd’s president and then 
CEO during its successful 
legislative run, have both 
suddenly retired.

The thinking among some 
had been that federal investiga-
tors, who are in possession of all 
the company’s lobbying-related 
communications, were likely 
building a much bigger case 
than just hiring Sen. Sandoval’s 

daughter or handing former 
Ald. Zalewski a contract. The 
case could involve literally hun-
dreds of favors which combine 
to possibly form a pattern of 
corruption.

WBEZ reported federal 
authorities are actually looking 
into whether ComEd hired 
multiple politically connected 
employees and consultants 
in exchange for favorable 
government actions, including 
electricity rate increases. Many 
did little or no work and some 
had ties to Speaker Madigan.

Hooker is no longer work-
ing as a ComEd registered 
lobbyist through Mike Kasper, 
a major Statehouse lobbyist 
who also does a lot of legal 
work for Speaker Madigan.

Beyond whatever ComEd 
and Exelon may have done, 
what will be truly fascinating 
is if the feds ever publish a list 
of politicians who allegedly 
got sweet favors in return for 
their votes. That could be a 
long one.

(Rich Miller is the editor of 
the Capitol Fax. His email is 
capitolfax@gmail.com.)
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of a little more than $16,510 to 
$488,500. More is also being 
collected to meet the county’s 
obligation for employer pay-
ments into the Social Security 
system. That amount is going 
up by $15,000 to $340,000.

Three funds are staying the 
same as last year – County 
Board Health Tax at $210,000; 
Extension Education at 
$76,000; and tort immunity at 
$350,000.

The county retirement tax 
was cut by more than $50,000 
for next year.

The 2020 levy request as 
it stands now is $3.6 million, 
which represents a 2.1 percent 
increase from the 2019 taxes.

1-CENT PUBLIC SAFETY TAX
Also discussed was placing 

a referendum question on the 
March primary ballot asking 
voters to approve a 1-cent 
sales tax for public safety. If 
passed, the new tax, which is 

similar to the one-cent school 
facilities tax voters approved 
in 2016, will generate more 
than $1 million in new reve-
nue for the county.

Voigt said having that ded-
icated source of revenue will 
help the county’s bonding 
ability in addressing some 
pressing issues.

“It could be used for a new 
jail or maintenance and sup-
port of law enforcement,” said 
Voigt.

Board members had mixed 
reactions to the idea. Chittick 
and Karl Farnham Jr. opposed 
the idea.

Phil Ludington, Derek Lo-
renzen, Dan Bruner and Andy 
Patrick supported putting the 
question on the ballot.

“If we are going to build a 
new jail, we will need some-
thing like that,” said Luding-
ton.

Patrick agreed.
“Do I want more tax? No. 

Is it necessary? Yes,” said Pat-
rick, adding a citizens support 
group will be needed to pro-

mote the tax and educate the 
public. 

The county board can place 
the referendum question on 
the ballot and as individuals 
can either support or oppose 
it but the county board cannot 
use public money to advocate 
for the tax.

JAIL STATUS
The future of the Edgar 

County Jail is one of the major 
issues confronting the county 
board. Pressure by both the 
county’s insurance provider 
and the Illinois Department of 
Corrections regarding physi-
cal problems and administra-
tive issue at the jail may result 
in the building’s closing and 
the need to house inmates in 
other facilities.

One option is closing the 
old two-story section of the 
building and operate from a 
portion that was built in the 
1970s. The newer portion 
does have some cells but lacks 
the capacity to handle the 
normal daily population of 

the jail.
Local officials are still wait-

ing for feedback from IDOC 
and the insurance people re-
garding downsizing.

“We are trying to design a 
budget that goes both ways 
(closing the jail or operating 
just part of the building)” said 
Voigt. “We are at other peo-
ples’ whims.”

Farnham reported he and 
Sheriff Jeff Wood have inter-
viewed a person about taking 
on the role of jail administra-
tor. The person, Farnham said, 
is retired from the department 
of corrections and is available 
immediately, if the county can 
get some assurance from the 
insurance company that is an 
acceptable route for dealing 
with issues at the jail.

Chittick saw some advantag-
es in making the hire.

“If he can start drawing up 
a plan of what we will do that 
could be beneficial to the in-
surance company,” said Chit-
tick.

No action was taken.

COUNTY
FROM PAGE 1A

of seats, participants hurdled, 
climbed and danced around 
giant pumpkins. If they were 
hungry, guests could opt for 
a barbecue dinner, pump-
kin pie in a cup, or s’mores. 
Doughnuts were also an op-
tion, but only dangling from 
a line at the Pumpkin Dough-
nut Chomp.

It was hard to say if the 
crowd preferred any one ac-
tivity. 

“I think they just liked 
the whole atmosphere,” said 
Smothers. “I can’t say that 
there was a favorite one.”

Guests were invited to fill 
out evaluation forms, which 
staff read afterwards. Sure 
enough, everyone had a dif-
ferent favored station. What 
they agreed upon was that ev-
eryone felt welcome, and that 
is high praise for the Shiloh 
teachers and volunteers.  

“To have an event like that, 
it also has to involve your 
whole school community,” 
said Smothers.

And indeed, Shiloh School 
rallied together to make 
the Palooza a reality, see-
ing it as a celebration of the 
communities Shiloh School 
represents. Smothers noted 
school administrators’ sup-
port was vital. Elementary 
teachers planned most of the 
event, and high school teach-

ers pitched in to help. The 
high school art class painted 
pumpkins for the scavenger 
hunt. Other volunteers also 
helped with setup and take-
down. Overall, everyone had 
one goal: integrating school 
with community. 

The school is already 
planning the next round of 
seasonal events and student 
enrichment. Coming up is an 
Arctic-themed Family Read-
ing Night Nov. 13, featuring 
read-aloud and education 
stations so kids can learn 
about the magic of the frozen 
north.

cities for  Paris to sell wa-
ter to Chrisman. Owen 
signed the agreement. 

The council also au-
thorized the acceptance 
of an EPA loan to fund 
construction of the pipe-
line. Per the agreement, 
the loan will not exceed 
$1 million and carries 
with it an opportunity, 
but no a guarantee, to 
forgive the debt. 

A plan approved at the 
Oct. 7 meeting to spend 
$3,900 for a portable 
building to serve as a ga-
rage for the city police 
vehicle was canceled. 
Owen said the price 
quoted for the building 
had a $1,000 error.

City clerk Dena Burns 
had good news about 
the status of a Depart-
ment of Commerce and 
Economic Opportuni-
ty (DCEO) grant. She 

CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 1A

PALOOZA
FROM PAGE 1A

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Cambrie Sollee fills her pumpkin with potting soil while her brother, Chance Sollee, watches a 
demonstration of how to scoop and mix his pumpkin’s insides together for optimal sprouting. 
Plant-a-Pumpkin was one of several stations that all ages could enjoy.

said the grant to demolish 
a pavilion in Centennial 
Park and replace with a 

new structure was officially 
awarded Oct. 11. 

Actually, the grant was 
awarded several years ago 
to the city, but the money 
was never released by the 
administrations of gover-
nors Pat Quinn and Bruce 
Rauner. After Gov. JB 
Pritzker took office the city 
renewed the effort to have 
the money released.

“We’ve not received the 
money,” said Burns. “When 
we get it, we have to open 
a separate bank account 
for it. The money can’t 
commingle with other city 
funds.”

Commissioner Thad 
Crispin said once the mon-
ey is in hand he will again 
reach out to various con-
tractors seeking estimates 
to demolish the old struc-
ture and build a new one. 

“It’s very exciting we got 
it,” said Owen.

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Teachers and students put a household staple to the test at 
the Rubber Band Pumpkin station. Anticipation climbed as the 
rubber bands piled up, and contestants tried to guess how many 
it would take to crush or split the pumpkin. This one took more 
than two hundred bands before the pressure sliced it in half 
with a loud snap.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

HUME — Shiloh Com-
munity Unit District 1 school 
board approved construction 
of a new bus garage and stor-
age area for the district during 
its regularly monthly meet-
ing Monday, Oct. 21, at the 
school.

The district received four 
bids for the 50 by 60 foot 
building, to be constructed 
by Graber Buildings, Inc. & 
Graber Building Supply of 
Sullivan for $111,450. Other 
bidders were FS, $145,304; 
Morton Buildings, $180,248 
and Sturdi-Built, $184,963.

Interim Superintendent of 
Schools Allen Hall said the 
low bid includes a concrete 
floor and everything but the 
wiring. The electrical will be 
completed by district person-

nel. He also reminded board 
members the district is re-
quired to pay prevailing wage 
on the project.

Hall also recommended 
the board approve an engi-
neer looking at the drawings 
so they could receive a stamp.

The main purpose of the 
building is to house the dis-
trict’s buses, especially in the 
winter. 

Hall said many times when 
school is canceled it is be-
cause the buses won’t start. 
Because its major purpose is 
for transportation, the district 
will be paying with it from the 
transportation fund that is re-
imbursable from the state. 

The new building will also 
provide much-needed storage 
for the district, Hall said.

The board also approved 
the update for the school’s 

baseball and softball dia-
monds. Hall reminded mem-
bers the diamonds were not 
used much last high school 
season because they were too 
wet.

The $25,000 project will 
level off the diamonds so 
there is proper drainage. 
Board member Brian Rhode 
noted if the work is going to 
be done, “we need to do it 
right the first time.” Fellow 
member Tara Barrett-Duzan 
agreed, suggesting the back-
stop on both diamonds be 
replaced. 

The work will likely be 
done immediately and will be 
paid from the 1 percent sales 
tax funds.

In other business, Shiloh 
Principal Beth Harbaugh 
reported on the first Oak-
land-Shiloh collaborative 

teachers meeting which she 
said was a success.

The teachers met on a 
teacher institute day to dis-
cuss a variety of topics includ-
ing grade and subject area 
curriculum and social emo-
tional learning. The meeting 
lasted 75 minutes and ended 
with a large group meeting at 
the end.

“The overall consensus was 
positive and (they) expressed 
an interest in gathering again,” 
Harbaugh said.

The school has taken stu-
dents to participate in 16 
field trips beginning Sept. 21 
through Oct. 21, Harbaugh 
said, and included elementa-
ry, science/biology, FFA as 
well as student council events 
off campus. Junior high stu-
dents who met first quarter 
academic/behavioral goals 

were scheduled to take a field 
trip to Eastern Illinois Univer-
sity Wednesday, Oct. 21.

The board also:
nApproved first reading on 

a number of amended district 
policies as suggested by the 
Illinois Association of School 
Boards.
nApproved the fourth-

grade basketball program.
nApproved a new program 

to award academic letters to 
Shiloh students. To receive 
a letter, students must earn 
honors four semesters in a 
row.
nApproved a request by 

the Shiloh FFA to attend the 
national FFA convention in 
Indianapolis Oct. 30-Nov. 1, 
requiring an overnight stay.
nHeard a report from Hall 

the Douglas County assessor 
estimates the equalized as-

sessed valuation is expected 
to increase 10 percent. He 
noted the district must ap-
prove a levy and should con-
sider if the district should 
leave money on the table. Hall 
said if the increase holds, the 
district would likely have to 
levy above 5 percent to ensure 
it receives the full amount of 
property taxes.
nThe district has received 

its audit. It will be presented 
at the November meeting.
nPostponed the discus-

sion on the school resource 
officer until executive session.

Following the executive 
session the board approved 
the employment of Wanda 
Moore, bus aide; Sam Haw-
kins as junior high assistant 
basketball coach and Danielle 
West as fourth grade girls bas-
ketball volunteer.

District 1 approves new bus garage

Mayo to present Elf Jr.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Mayo Middle School will 
present “Elf Jr.,” at 7 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, Nov. 1-2, at the 
Paris Center of Fine Arts.

Based on the holiday film 
starring Will Ferrell, this hilar-
ious fish-out-of-water comedy 
follows Buddy the Elf in his 
quest to find his true identity.

Buddy, a young orphan, 
mistakenly crawls into Santa’s 
bag of gifts and is transported 
to the North Pole. The would-
be elf is raised, unaware that 
he is actually a human, until 
his enormous size and poor 
toy-making abilities cause him 
to face the truth. 

With Santa’s permission, 
Buddy, played by eighth grad-
er Kalvin Rigdon, embarks on 
a journey to New York City to 
find his birth father and discov-
er his true identity. 

Faced with the harsh reality 
that his father is on the naugh-
ty list and that his half-brother 
doesn’t even believe in Santa, 
Buddy is determined to win 
over his new family and help 
New York remember the true 
meaning of Christmas.

The musical features 10 
original songs which capture 
Buddy’s wonder, happiness 
and awe of everything around 
him. Music includes “Happy 
All the Time,” featuring Santa’s 
elfs; “A Christmas Song,” “I’ll 
Believe in You” as well as “Nev-
er Fall in Love with an Elf.”

Santa Claus is played by 
Drew Templeton. Jovie, who 

Buddy falls for as soon he 
meets her, is played by Car-
lee Longest. Will Moody is 
Buddy’s Dad, Walter Hobbs 
while  his wife, Emily, is played 
by Emmy Barrett. Buddy’s 
half-brother, Michael, is por-
trayed by Graham Templeton.

Other middle school stu-
dents with a speaking and/or 
singing part include Ava Bar-
rett and Kya Bradford, elves; 
Logan Curl, Charlie the Elf, 
Ian Theirl, Sam/Matthews; 
Olivia Keys, Deb;  Charlie 
Ford and Nick Johnson, se-
curity guards/policemen; 
Samantha Milam, Macy’s 
saleswoman/Sarah; Carter 
Fox, Macy’s manager; Noah 
Dundas, fake Santa; Landon 
Nugent, Mr. Greenway; Eli 
Brinkerhoff, Chadwick; Au-
brey Wilson, Charlotte Den-
non; Abby Sanders and Kya 
Bradford, bystanders; Eli 
Brinkerhoff, Ian Theirl, Oliv-
ia Keys, Anna Shirley, finale 

Annual musical set 
Nov. 1-2 at PCOFA

soloists.
Ensemble members in-

clude Taylor Shewey, Gar-
ret Rigdon, David Haw-
kins, Harrison Hays, Hellie 
and Tess Barrett, Parker 
Mae Craig, Madelyn 
Frank, Madi Grace Slaven 
and Sophie Young, elves; 
Jennell Macke, Macken-
zie Ball, Kenzy Tibbs and 
Kendel Whitehead, en-
semble.

Tickets for the produc-
tion are $10 for adults and 
$5 for children. 

Tickets are also available 
at the door the nights of 
the production

Lighting and technical 
design for “Elf Jr.” is by Alex 
Elmore. Eric Hendrickson 
is in charge of sound. 

Peg Dixon is the music 
director for the production 
and Nancy Zeman is the 
director, assisted by Tobi 
Sanders.

perennial favorites Pop’s Ket-
tle Corn, Sati Babi and ONP 
Glazed Candy Nuts as well 
as Fried Pie Guys,  Curbside 
Cravings Mini Doughnuts,  
Roosters & Rumps BBQ, Don 
Sol Mexican Grill as well as 
several others.

The popular Cookies and 
Canvas  activity will be ex-
panded to six classes, Wilson 
said. There will be classes at 
10, 12 and 2.  Online signups 
start Nov. 16. Signups will be 
announced on the Christmas 

in Paris Facebook page. 
En Pointe Studio hosts the 

Cookies and Canvas event.
Also returning will be 

breakfast, lunch and dinner 
with Santa at the same venues 
— Main Street, Savoia’s and 
Joe’s Pizza.

The Mistletoe Market — 
which continues to grow — is 
under the direction of Brenda 
Wright. The vendors will be at 
Eveland Gym from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

An activities tent will be set 
up on Court Street between 
Main and Central and a pet-
ting zoo is planned on the 
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Prospect Bank lot. 
Carriage rides will re-

turn this year from noon to 
5 p.m., sponsored by First 
Mid Bank.

Story Time with Mrs. 
Claus also returns from 4-5 
p.m., hosted by 120 Coffee 
on the south side of the 
square. 

The day will conclude 
with the lighting of the 
community Christmas tree 
on the lawn of the Edgar 
County Courthouse at 6 
p.m. followed by the light-
ed Christmas parade at 
6:30 p.m.

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Savannah Richards poses with 
her finished jack-o-lantern.



SATURDAY,  
OCTOBER 26, 2019

CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net 9A

Titans 
end with 
two wins
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

KANSAS — The 
Tri-County volleyball 
team ended its regular sea-
son with two strong wins 
against Arthur-Lovington/
Atwood-Hammond and 
Villa Grove. 

The Lady Titans fin-
ished their regular season 
on Thursday, Oct. 24, at 
home against Villa Grove, 
winning the contest 25-16 
and 25-22 and finishing its 
Lincoln Prairie conference 
record at 8-2. 

Tri-County jumped out 
to a quick 14-11 lead in the 
first set, eventually pulling 
away to win the set 25-16. 

Despite garnering the 
momentum with an open-
ing set win, the Blue Devils 
flipped it back with a 4-0 
lead in the second set. The 
Lady Titans took their first 
lead at 9-8 before giving 
up a flurry of Villa Grove 
points to tie the set at 13-
13. After falling behind 
further at 20-17, Tri-Coun-
ty pushed through to win 

to the Paris Sports Network Player of the Week 

Emma Pinkston
Emma is ranked ninth in MaxPreps for 

Illinois Class 2A Volleyball in hitting!
Good Luck in Regionals!

Catch us at www.livestream.com/parissportsnetwork 
(video & audio), or listen only at www.mixlr.com/parissportsnetwork

Congratulations Congratulations 

TCT rolls to win in finale
Titans take down Cerro Gordo 44-6 to finish 5-4; May be eligible for football playoffs

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

CERRO GORDO — The 
Tri-County Titans rolled to 
a convincing 44-6 win over 
Cerro Gordo — and likely se-
cured for themselves a berth 
in the IHSA Class 1A playoffs.

Two weeks ago, the 
Tri-County Titans football 
team knew their mission for 
the rest of the 2019 season 
— win their final two games 
to become playoff eligible for 
the IHSA Class 1A playoffs. 

Step one was completed 
last week with an impressive 
home win against Sangamon 
Valley to even their record at 
4-4. The victory put them-
selves into good position to 
become eligible going into 

Friday night’s Lincoln Prairie 
Conference regular season 
finale against the Cerro Gor-
do/Bement Broncos. The 
Broncos  playoffs  dashed last 
week by Cumberland.  

The Titans came into the 
contest with 36 playoff points 
and guaranteed four playoff 
points with the other league 
action going on, the writing 
on the wall became clear:  
Win the game to punch their 
ticket into the post-season for 
the first time since 2014.

The Titans took control 
from their first possession 
of the game to jump out to a 
28-0 halftime lead and rolled 
from there to complete a 
strong end of the regular sea-
son with a 44-6 win over the 

Broncos. 
That magic five win mark 

tseemed a little distant in 
week two of the season as the 
Titans started out  0-2 start. 
Now Coach Brian Anderson 
and his team will likely hear 
their names called Saturday 
night.

After the Broncos went 
three and out on their first 
possession, the Titans went 
to work on their first posses-
sion with their ground game, 
using ball control and time 
management to get the first 
score of the game. Dameon 
Bolton took the ball on an 
end around to go 13 yards for 
the touchdown at the 6:52 
mark.  Lane Bisby then ran in 
the two-point conversion to 

make the score 8-0.
The Broncos then had 

something going on their next 
possession, but the Titan de-
fense came up strong. Kenzal 
Lloyd intercepted a pass from 
Colin Warren at the TCT 15. 

Tri-County then marched 
85-yards that was punctu-
ated with a six-yard touch-
down run by Daniel Drake 
with 1:17 left.  The two-point 
conversion failed making the 
score 14-0 in favor of the Ti-
tans.  That score held up after 
the first 12 minutes.

Tri-County then struck pay 
dirt with 8:35 left in the half 
as Drake took the ball in from 
six yards out.  The two-point 
pass failed but the Titans had 
a 20-0 lead.  

CGB then got a huge push 
taking the ball all the way 
down to the Titans nine yard 
line, but once again the TCT 
defense held firm, stopping 
the drive.  

The Titans went on a 91 
-yard drive ending with :28 
seconds left as Lane Bis-
by ran the ball in from four 
yards out. Mitch Pollock then 
found Brandon Royer on the 
two-point pass and the Titans 
went into the locker room 
with a 28-0 lead.

In the third quarter, Each 
team had opportunities to 
score. The Broncos got a 
break as Bolton fumbled a 
punt return attempt at mid-
field. CGB recovered giving 

C-wood 
splits 

Mayo 
girls fall
BY JEREMY PATTERSON
Pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Mayo seventh and 
eighth grade basketball 
teams went a combined 1-3 
this past week against Mat-
toon and Charleston. 

MATTOON 7TH 33
MAYO 7TH GRADE 13

The Mayo seventh grade 
team lost to Mattoon 33-13 
with Peighton Smith scor-
ing four points while grab-
bing nine rebounds. Bailey 
Plew had four points. Em-
mie Barrett had two points 
and six rebounds. Paven 
Walker scored three points. 

MAYO 8TH GRADE 29
MATTOON 21 

The Mayo eighth grade 
team defeated Mattoon 29-
21. 

Stephanie Johnson had 
11 points and six rebounds. 
Aubrey Wilson had four 
points and five rebounds. 
Jaidyn Simpson had two 
points and five rebounds. 
Peighton Smith had four 
points and eight rebounds. 
Tori Moore had four points. 
 
CHARLESTON 7TH 37 
MAYO 7TH GRADE 27 

The Mayo seventh grade 
team lost to Charleston 
37-27 on Saturday. Bailey 
Plew had 13 points and 
nine rebounds. Peighton 
Smith had 12 points and 
10 rebounds. Emmie Bar-
rett had two points and 
eight rebounds. 

CHARLESTON 8TH 46
MAYO 8TH 26

The Mayo eighth grade 
team lost to Charleston 46-
26. 

Stephanie Johnson scored 
10 points and had five re-
bounds. Aubrey Wilson 
had three points and five re-
bounds. Jaidyn Simpson had 
two points. Peighton Smith 
had three points and six re-
bounds. Sami Milam had 
six points and five rebounds. 
Paven Walker had two points.

See TITANS, Page 10A

BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Crestwood seventh 
and eighth grade girl’s bas-
ketball teams split games 
on Tuesday against Olney.

The seventh grade team 
won 23-11 and improved 
to 10-0. 

The eighth grade team 
lost 38-35 and fell to 7-3. 

CRESTWOOD 7TH GRADE 23  
OLNEY 11

The Crestwood seventh 
grade basketball team 
cruised to a 23-11 win over 
Olney. 

Mazie Mae Hawkins led 
the team with eight points, 
seven rebounds and one 
steal. Graci Watson scored 
six points, four rebounds 
and three steals. Taylor 
Clark had four points, five 
steals, five assists and two 
rebounds. Bella Mores-
chi had three points, four 
steals, two rebounds and 
one assist. Samantha Kin-
dred had four rebounds, 
one assist and one steal. 
Sophie Henderson had 
two points, three rebounds 
and one steal. Kilee Ed-
wards had four steals and 
one rebound. Reese Leh-
man had two rebounds. 
Hailey Yantis had one steal. 

OLNEY 8TH GRADE 38
CRESTWOOD 35

The Crestwood eighth 
grade team lost to Olney 
38-35. 

Graci Watson scored a 
team-high 17 points to go 
along with two rebounds, 
two steals and one as-
sist. Gracie Dyer had 12 
points, four steals and 
two rebounds. Mazie Mae 
Hawkins has two points 
and two rebounds. Cate 
Kirby had four points and 
four rebounds. Jami Wal-
lace had five rebounds. 
Aubree Leader had one 
rebound and one assist. 
Vivian Moore had three 
rebounds, one assist and 
one steal. 

Crestwood’s Lady Ea-
gles continue their season 
Monday when they host 
Chrisman with tipoff at 6 
p.m. On Tuesday, the Lady 
Eagles will face Effingham 
in Effingham.

Lady Eagle 7th 
graders remain 
unbeaten 10-10

See TCT, Page 10A

TIGERS STEAMROLL FLORA 53-14

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Paris senior Nathan Zorn (5) evades a Flora tackler in first half action at Tiger Stadium Friday night. Paris steamrolled the 
Wolves 53-14 to win a share of the Little Illini Conference crown. The Tigers will find out who they play in the first round of 
the IHSA Class 4A playoffs during the IHSA playoff show set at 8 p.m. The Paris Sports Network will be covering the playoff 
announcement live, beginning at 7 p.m. from The Den at Paris High School.

Back-to-back LIC champs
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Paris Tigers took care of busi-
ness at home on Senior Night Friday as 
they defeated the Flora Wolves at Tiger 
Stadium by the final of 53-14.

With the victory, the Tigers clinched 
a share of the Little Illini Conference 
title with Olney, who fell to Paris two 
weeks ago 26-13 at Tiger Stadium. 
Both teams finish with identical 7-1 
marks in the LIC, with the Tigers’ only 
loss coming at Lawrenceville in week 
four. 

Paris now waits to see who and 
where they play in the opening round 
of the IHSA Class 4A playoffs next 
weekend. Odds are the Tigers will be 
hosting a game, but the official pairings 
will be announced this evening around 
8:30 p.m.

As for the game on Friday, if fans are 
used to the Tigers getting off to fast 
starts this season, nothing compares 
to what happened Friday. Senior Sam 
Mays fielded the opening kickoff at his 
own 25-yard line and appeared to be 
stopped after a short return. No Flora 
players could get a hand on the speed-
ster and he outran everyone on his 
way to the end zone. Just 0:13 into the 
game, the Tigers held a 6-0 lead. The 
point after kick was no good. 

Paris forced Flora to punt after just 
three plays on their first possession 
and took over at their own 31-yard 
line. After advancing the ball into Flo-
ra territory, quarterback Danny Perry 
was intercepted for just the third time 

this season and the Wolves took over 
at their own 25. 

Once again, the Paris defense held 

the Wolves to a three-and-out and the 
Tigers took over at their own 45-yard 

Adionna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Tiger quarterback Danny Perry (12) straight arms a Flora defender in Friday 
night’s 53-14 rout. The win makes Paris co-LIC champions. 

See PARIS, Page 10A
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NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING,
OR YOUR MONEY BACK – GUARANTEED

SENIOR OR MILITARY DISCOUNT!
We off er Senior & Military discounts

ON TOP of the 15% off  & 0% fi nancing!

 CALL US TODAY
For A FREE Estimate!

1-844-262-9750

AND!

FINANCING*
OFF ENTIRE
LEAFFILTER

®

PURCHASE**0% %15
PLUS AN ADDITIONAL
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Promo Number: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

Live Glass Blowing 
9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Enjoy glass blowing and shopping for gifts
We can personalize a special gift 

with engraving or etching

Larkfield  Glass
Open House

Sat, November 2 

(217) 251-1987

West from Paris on 133 / North on 
1200E / West 3 miles on 1200N

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Tenderized 
Chicken Breast

$4.50/lb
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25-22. 
Kaylenn Hunt had 10 kills 

and three blocks for the Ti-
tans. Cailynne Phillips had 
eight kills, two blocks and an 
ace.  Melia Eskew had 18 as-
sists and five kills in the win.

Just two days before, on 
Tuesday, Oct. 11, Tri-County 
defeated Arthur-Lovington/
Atwood-Hammond 15-25, 
25-18 and 25-18. Despite 
falling to the Knights just two 
weeks before, the Titans ral-
lied to win the Lincoln Prairie 
conference contest. 

After falling behind in the 

contest with a poor first-set 
performance, Tri-County ral-
lied to take two straight sets 
behind the arms of Hunt and 
Phillips for the match win. 

Hunt finished with ten kills 
and eleven blocks. Phillips 
had six kills, three blocks, 
three digs, and four aces. Es-
kew had 20 assists, three kills 
and three blocks in the win. 

The Titans (19-8) will 
host the Kansas Regional of 
the IHSA Class 1A volley-
ball tournament and play on 
Tuesday in the semi-finals 
against the winner of the first 
round match featuring the 
Chrisman Cardinals and the 
Neoga Indians at 6:30 p.m. 

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

the Broncos good field posi-
tion.  The Titan defense once 
again stood firm, stopping the 
Broncos on three plays to get 
the ball back.  

Tri-County then marched 
all the way to  inside the Bron-
cos 10 yard line, but couldn’t 
convert on fourth down, giv-
ing the ball back to CGB.  The 
score stayed 28-0 in favor of 
TCT heading into the final 
quarter.

After the Broncos punted 
the ball away on their next 

possession, the Titans ground 
game continued to shine as 
Drew Bevill took the sweep 
play and found the end zone 
from 10 yards out with 7:30 
left.  Pollock then hit Bolton 
for the two-point conversion 
and Tri-County had a com-
manding 36-0 lead.  

On the next Broncos play,  
Lloyd intercepted Warren for 
the second time giving the 
Titans good field position.  
The Titans capitalized on 
the turnover calling Bisby’s 
number one more time as he 
scored for six yards out.  Blake 
Devore ran in the two point 

conversion and Tri-County 
went up 44-0.

The Broncos did manage 
to have something to cele-
brate on the ensuing kickoff 
as Dawson Swain took the 
ball from the 35 yard line 
and found a seam to take the 
return 65 yards for a touch-
down with 2:45 left. The extra 
point kick was missed making 
the eventual final score 44-6 
in favor of the Titans.

Unofficially, Daniel Drake 
had 22 carries 205 yards and 
two scores.  Drake came into 
the game with 809 rushing 
yards, which with this effort 

would put him over 1,000 
yards for the season. Lane 
Bisby added 20 carries for 106 
yards and two scores while 
Drew Bevil had five carries for 
52 yards and a score.  Mitch 
Pollock was 5 of 9 passing for 
81 yards and Brandon Royer 
had four catches for 74 yards.

The Titans finish the reg-
ular season at 5-4 overall 
and 5-2 in the Lincoln Prai-
rie.  The team will have a to-
tal of 40 playoff points once 
the pairings are announced 
among the teams that are eli-
gible with five wins.
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line. Runs by Nathan Zorn, 
Perry and Mason Hutch-
ings pushed the ball down to 
the Flora 11-yard line. Zorn 
bulled his way in on the fifth 
play of the drive — and also 
ran in the two-point conver-
sion — to give the Tigers a 
14-0 lead with less than a min-
ute left in the first quarter. 

The offensive woes contin-
ued for the Wolves on their 
next possession as, on their 
second play, Jace Helm com-
pleted a pass to Gibson over 
the middle, but he fumbled 
and the Tigers recovered at 
the Flora 26-yard line. On the 
third play of the third drive, 
Perry called his own number 
on a beautiful read-option 
play and ran untouched into 
the end zone for the score. 
Once again the extra point 
was missed, but the Tigers 
led 20-0 with 11:02 left in the 
first half. 

Flora finally got a first down 
on their next possession — 
and much more. Helm found 
John McGee for a 46-yard 
pass play, then found him 
once again for a 19-yard score. 
The extra point was blocked 
making the score 20-6 with 
9:37 left in the first half. 

Paris began its next drive 
on the Tiger 29 and it ap-
peared that they would be 
forced to punt for the first 
time in the game. Facing a 
fourth-and-four at their own 

46-yard line, the Tigers lined 
up to go for it but it seemed as 
though they were just trying 
to draw Flora offside. Coach 
Jeremy Clodfelder called a 
timeout and the Tigers came 
back out in punt formation. 
When the Wolves sent two 
punt returners deep, the 
fourth-year coach signaled in 
to Mays to fake the punt. The 
ball was snapped to Perry — 
who was the up man — who 
threw a shuffle pass to Zorn 
for 10-yards and a first down. 
Zorn accounted for 28 more 
yards on the drive, with the 
final one being a touchdown 
run. Ethan Graham split the 
uprights to make the score 
27-6 with 3:50 left in the first 
half. 

In what can only be de-
scribed as squibb kick by Gar-
rett King on the kickoff, the 
ball headed towards the Tiger 
sideline and was mishandled 
by a Flora player. A pair of 
Tigers dove for the loose ball 
and Coy Landrum emerged 
from the pile with the foot-
ball at the Flora 29. This time, 
Landrum — who entered the 
game needing 150 to eclipse 
the 1,000-yard mark on the 
season — accounted for ev-
ery yard. He scored from 
one-yard out and Graham 
tacked on the extra point and 
the rout was on as the Tigers 
grabbed a 34-6 lead. 

The Tiger coaching staff 
made a concerted effort to try 
to get Landrum to the 1,000-
yard plateau during Friday’s 

game as the senior tailback 
carried the ball on the first 
six plays of the second half. A 
bit of bad news hit the Tigers 
as Perry was injured on the 
seventh play as he dropped 
back to pass, was hit from be-
hind as he threw and landed 
awkwardly on his throwing 
hand. He exited the game 
and did not return. Hutch-
ings stepped in as the back-up 
quarterback and completed 
the first pass of his career on 
the very next play. 

After forcing a fourth 
three-and-out against the 
Wolves, the Tigers embarked 
on another scoring drive. 
Zorn and Hutchings took 
care of things on the ground 
and Jude Sullivan caught a 
pair of passes for 26-yards to 
complete the 78-yard drive. 
Hutchings capped off the 
drive with an 11-yard scam-
per, but the extra point was 
no good to make it 40-6.

On the first play of the 
fourth quarter, Hutchings 
dropped back to pass and 
threw the ball in the direction 
of King. It appeared as though 
a Flora defender intercepted 
the ball, but King ripped the 
ball away and raced to the 
end zone for a 64-yard score. 
Graham made the extra point 
thus invoking the running 
clock rule as the Tigers led it 
47-6.

The final score of the night 
for the Tigers came as special 
team specialist Nick Mohler 
took a handoff from backup 

quarterback Braylon Nugent 
and sprinted home from 
66-yards away to arrive at the 
final score of 53-14. Mohler 
also made three tackles on 
special teams on the evening. 

Paris amassed 525 yards 
of total offense on the night 
while holding the Wolves to 
just 233. Of those 525 yards, 
354 were on the ground — 
the highest output of the 
season for the Tigers. Lead-
ing the way was Landrum 
with 109 yards on 19 carries. 
Zorn was close behind as he 
gained 85 yards on 10 carries 
and also scored twice. Mohler 
had 66 yards on his only carry. 
Perry gained 42 yards on five 
totes and scored. Hutchings 
gained 34 on seven carries 
and he scored once. Gage 
Comstock had a pair of car-
ries for 18 yards to round out 
the ground attack. 

Perry completed seven of 
nine passes for 77 yards and 
one interception and Hutch-
ings was four-for-five for 
94 yards and a touchdown. 
King hauled in five passes for 
111 yards and a score, while 
Sullivan caught two balls for 
26-yards, Mays had a pair 
of grabs for 22 yards, Zorn 
caught one for 10, and Hutch-
ings caught one ball for two 
yards.

Paris finishes 8-1 overall 
while Flora wraps up their 
regular season with a 6-3 
mark — vastly improving 
from their 1-8 record from a 
year ago.

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The World Series finally 
showed up back in Washington, 
86 years later — and, sparked 
by José Altuve, the Houston 
Astros finally showed up in this 
World Series.

Altuve doubled twice and 
scored both times, Zack Gre-
inke repeatedly worked out of 
trouble, and the Astros made 
sure they wouldn’t go quietly 
despite looking listless while 
falling into a big hole at home, 

beating the Nationals 4-1 on 
Friday night to cut their deficit 
to 2-1 in the best-of-seven Fall 
Classic.

“I just liked the competitive-
ness of our at-bats,” Astros man-
ager AJ Hinch said. “We were 
kind of pretty focused on hand-
ing the baton to the next guy, 
which is really important. We’re 
at our best when we do that.”

Houston can even things up 
in Game 4 on Saturday night 
at Nationals Park. Washington 

will start $140 million lefty 
Patrick Corbin, while Hinch 
said he’ll go with rookie José 
Urquidy.

Washington’s eight-game 
winning streak, tied for the lon-
gest in a single postseason, end-
ed with a sloppy performance 
in the first Series game hosted 
by the nation’s capital since the 
Senators lost to the New York 
Giants in 1933.

A sellout crowd of 43,867, 
dressed mostly in red for the 
occasion, soaked it all in, stand-
ing in unison at key moments, 
booing ball-strike calls that hurt 
their team, chanting “Let’s go, 
Nats!” often and even getting to 
do their “Baby Shark” sing-and-
clap-along when that children’s 
tune blared as a walk-up song in 
the sixth.

But the wild-card Nationals 
were unable to move one win 
from a championship, undone 
by an inability to come through 
in the clutch: Birthday boy Juan 
Soto, MVP candidate Anthony 
Rendon and Co. were 0 for 10 
with runners in scoring posi-
tion, leaving 12 runners on base.

How big was this win for 
Houston? No team ever has 
come back after dropping the 
first three games of a World Se-
ries.

Maybe that’s why several 
Astros players gathered for 
a private meeting following 
their 12-3 loss in Game 2 on 
Wednesday. Whatever was said 
apparently worked.

After playing what might 
have been their worst baseball 
of 2019, the Astros suddenly 
played more like the club that 

led the majors with 107 regu-
lar-season wins.

Greinke, the 2009 AL Cy 
Young Award winner, only last-
ed 4 2/3 innings, and allowed 
seven hits and three walks, but 
managed to give up just one 
run. He was followed by five 
relievers who combined to give 
up two hits across 4 1/3 score-
less innings.

Josh James earned the win, 
striking out Ryan Zimmerman 
with two aboard to end the fifth. 
Roberto Osuna heard boos 
when he entered in the ninth 
but got three outs for a save.

Josh Reddick delivered an 
RBI single in the second, Rob-
inson Chirinos homered in 
the sixth and Houston scored 
four runs in 5 1/3 innings off 
Aníbal Sánchez. The 35-year-
old righty had taken a no-hitter 
into the eighth inning of his pre-
vious start, in Game 1 of the NL 
Championship Series against 
St. Louis two weeks earlier. He 
gave up a hit on his 103rd pitch 
that night; this time, he allowed 
one on his third, to George 
Springer.

Sánchez went sprawling off 
the mound to try to make a play, 
but couldn’t. All part of a rough 
night in which he got so upset 
by a couple of ball calls that he 
asked plate umpire Gary Ceder-
strom, “Where was that one?”

Sánchez later barely avoided 
taking a ball to the face, get-
ting his glove in the way just in 
time to deflect what ended up 
as a single. Another Houston 
hit came when Springer sent 
a comebacker off reliever Joe 
Ross’ left foot in the eighth.

Astros take down Nationals 4-1
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40%off
WINDOWS AND 

PATIO DOORS

BUY ONE, GET ONE

NO Money Down

NO Interest

NO Monthly Payments
for 1 year

Plus

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4
MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 – INTEREST ACCRUES 

FROM THE PURCHASE DATE BUT IS WAIVED IF 
PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

1
1

4040
WINDOWS AND 

PATIO DOORS

BUY ONE, GET ONE

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

Offer ends 
Dec 31

to schedule your FREE in-home consultation
CALL BY DECEMBER 31

855-815-3373
Also visit your local showroom.

Installation 
always 

included

 
OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Footlong Hot Dog   $2.00
Specials start Sunday

(217) 465-5812 • 309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Now Serving 
Homemade 
Soups -
Chili and 

Vegetable Beef

Hot Ham & Swiss, Chips & Drink
$6.00

Are you ready for some FUN?
You’re invited to...

Fall Family Fest
At our Fall Family Fest you can expect...
Lots of Candy
Free Hotdogs
Games
Bounce Houses
Photo Booth
Great Memories

Lake Ridge Christian Church
(122 E. Steidl Rd, Paris, IL)

Halloween October 31st

Open 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Free for the whole family to enjoy!

Newton defeats Lady Tigers

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger senior Katrina Strow makes a play during the Thurs-
day, Oct. 24, showdown between Paris and Newton for the LIC 
volleyball title. Newton won in straight sets.

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Paris senior Lizzie Rouse makes a play at the net in the Thurs-
day, Oct. 24, match against Newton.

BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Paris volleyball team 
entered its Thursday evening 
home matchup with Newton 
with a 24-2 overall record, 
a 7-0 mark in the Little Illini 
conference and the LIC con-
ference title on the line. 

Despite riding a 13-game 
winning streak into the con-
test, the Lady Tigers fell in 
straight sets 25-18, 25-18, 
ceding the conference title to 
the Lady Eagles. 

“We were just off tonight 
and we have some things that 
we need to work on in prac-
tice,” Paris Coach Christy 
Pinkston said. “Newton is a 
good team but we are moving 
on. The girls work hard and 
it’ll be tough whomever we 
play. We need to come out 
and play better in the region-
al.” 

Paris appeared to have trou-
ble communicating through 
the opening set as Newton 
jumped out to an 11-4 lead. 
Lizzie Rouse exploded for a 
flurry of kills to aid the Lady 
Tigers on an 10-5 run, trim-
ming the deficit to 17-14. 
Newton continued to be ag-
gressive at the net however, 
eventually winning the first 
set 25-18. 

The Lady Tigers got out to 
an 8-5 start in the second set 
before giving up eight straight 
points to fall behind 13-8. A 
block by Rouse and several 
key plays from Emma Pink-
ston rallied Paris though as 
the team pulled within 19-16 

late in the set. Newton kept 
its foot on the gas though 
and ended the final set of the 
evening with a service ace, ef-
fectively winning 25-18 and 
capturing the LIC title. 

Pinkston led the team 
with 10 kills and eight digs. 
Rouse had seven kills and two 

blocks. Payton Block had 16 
assists in the contest. 

Even after dropping the 
contest against Newton, Par-
is set a school-record with 24 
wins. The year has provided 
plenty of memories for the 
entire team, including outside 
hitter Pinkston. 

“It has been a really 
good year with setting the 
school-record (for wins) and 
beating teams that were un-
defeated,” Pinkston said, also 
noting that there is a lot still to 
come for the Lady Tigers. 

Before the Thursday night 
loss, Paris had taken on the 
Class 4A Danville Lady Vi-
kings, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 
winning in straigh sets 25-19, 
25-13. 

Pinkston had eight kills and 
seven digs in the game. Rouse 
had seven kills and two blocks 
in the win. Sara Burger had 
four kills, seven digs and three 
aces. Block had 13 assists. 

On Monday, Paris went 
on the road to defeat Neoga 
25-11, 25-16. Pinkston had 
10 kills and three digs. Rouse 
had 10 kills in the win. Ka-
trina Strow had three aces 
and four digs. Burger had 
three aces and five digs. Block 
poured out 19 assists across 
the evening. 

Despite the season-finale 
loss, there are heightened ex-
pectations for what the Lady 
Tigers could accomplish in 
the IHSA postseason. Middle 
blocker Rouse can sense the 
excitement growing within 
the team. 

“I think that we will play 
the best going forward and 
learning from this,” Rouse 
said. “We are so excited about 
the postseason.” 

Paris will open regional 
play on Tuesday at 7 p.m. in 
Teutopolis.  The opponent 
will be decided Monday. 

Lady Tigers tennis ends season

BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
Pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

EFFINGHAM — The 
Paris girls tennis team end-
ed its season on Saturday in 
the IHSA sectional. Paris 
placed sixth out of the 10 
teams that took part in the 
sectional. 

The Lady Tigers finished 
the season at 10-5, the best 
mark for the program in 
nearly a decade. 

“I am really proud of the 
girls and how they did this 
year,” Coach Stefan Aydt 
said. “They put in the work 
and prepared themselves as 
much as possible as the sea-
son went.” 

In singles play, Jenna 
Gates won her opening 

round match against Shel-
byville before facing the 
fifth-overall seed in Sar-
ah Staller from Robinson. 
Gates fell against Staller 6-1, 
6-0. 

Chloe Noel drew a bye in 
the first-round before fac-
ing the second-overall seed 
Jacelyn Street of Newton. 
Noel failed to win a game, 
but took several points to 
deuce along the way.  

In doubles play, Kendall 
Mathews and Chloe Waltz 
started slow but rallied to 
win the first set against 
Charleston, eventually win-
ning their opening round 
match 6-2, 6-4. 

The duo then faced off 
against the sixth-overall 
seeded Teutopolis pairing 
of Hemmen and Hoene. 
Mathews and Waltz failed 
to control their presence at 
the net and fell to Teutopo-

lis 6-1, 6-2. 
Kaitlyn Mathews and Sar-

ah Isaf were the other dou-
ble pairing for Paris, earning 
the fifth-overall seed in the 
sectional. 

After a first-round bye, 
Mathews and Isaf won 6-3, 
6-1 over Effingham. The 
two then faced off against 
the third-overall seed in 
Richardson and Eckerty of 
Casey. 

The Lady Tigers were ag-
gressive through the contest 
and took the first set 6-4 be-
fore losing the last two sets 
7-5, 6-0 to drop the game. 

The Lady Tigers will 
graduate 10 seniors from 
the team, four of which 
competed in sectionals. 

For Aydt, the group has 
been a pleasure to coach 
through the season. 

“They are a lot of fun to 
work with and they brought 

such a strong level of com-
petitiveness to the pro-
gram,” Aydt said. “A lot of 
the girls play another sport 
as well, so they just have 
that desire to compete. This 
has been a special group.” 

Despite graduating such a 
large group of seniors, Aydt 
believes that there is a lot of 
promise in store for the girl’s 
tennis program at Paris. 

“We are graduating a lot 
of girls but I do not believe 
that there will be a big drop 
off in performance next 
year,” Aydt said. “A lot of 
the girls that were part of 
our junior varsity have the 
talent to possibly be on var-
sity teams at other schools. 
For them to get the oppor-
tunity next season to move 
up to the varsity ranks and 
compete, they are just really 
excited to play tennis here at 
Paris.” 

Paris teams ends with 
a 10-5 record, best
in nearly 10 years

Illini defense confuses; 
Purdue faces it next
BY MICHAEL MAROT
AP Sports Writer

Jeff Brohm sees Lovie 
Smith’s influence all over Illi-
nois’ improving defense.

He’s mixed young players in 
with upperclassmen, created 
turnovers and just generally 
confounded offenses.

The Purdue coach has seen 
it on all the game tapes and ex-
pects to get a hefty dose of con-
fusion when the Fighting Illini 
come to town Saturday.

“They are doing more 
things than they had in the 
past,” Brohm said. “They are 
not as vanilla. They are go-
ing to change things up. They 
are going to attack the line of 
scrimmage. They always have 
a mixture of Cover 2 that they 
like to play. They are definite-
ly disguising and doing many 
more things than they have 
in the past, and it’s been more 
productive.”

Statistically speaking, it 
doesn’t look like much has 
changed.

Illinois (3-4, 1-3 Big Ten) 
ranks in the bottom three in 
the league in scoring defense, 
total defense, run defense, 
pass efficiency defense and 
third-down conversion de-
fense.  But dig deeper and the 
progression becomes clear. 
The Illini are seventh in sacks, 
eighth in red zone defense, 
second in turnover margin 
and have a league-high 17 
takeaways including three in 
last week’s 24-23 upset over 
then-No. 6 Wisconsin.

Smith expected nothing less.
“We’ve worked hard behind 

the scenes to win every football 
game. We have come up short 
in a few, but progress has been 
made,” he said. “This confirms 
it to a lot of people who don’t 
know what we are doing each 
day. We are on the right track, 
we are going to win a lot of 
games around here. That was 
one, and we need to win a sec-
ond one this week.”

The injury-depleted Boiler-
makers (2-5, 1-3) desperately 
need a win, too.

Four losses in five games 
have put their postseason 
hopes in peril though the West 
Division schedule gives Pur-
due a chance. After the Illinois 
game, they still have home 
dates against Nebraska and 
rival Indiana and road trips to 
Northwestern and the Badgers, 
now No. 13.

But lose Saturday, and the 
Boilermakers would have to 
win out for to reach Brohm his 
sixth straight bowl game as a 
head coach.

And he knows just how big 
the challenge will be in trying 
to win the coveted Cannon 
trophy for the fourth consecu-
tive year.

“I think they are vastly im-
proved from what we’ve played 
the last couple years,” he said. 
“When you look at the Wis-
consin game, they did a good 
job of stopping the run for the 
most part. They did a good 
job against the pass. They got 
a timely interception. They 
are creating more turnovers. 
And like I said, they are ranked 
ninth in the country on tackles 
for loss.”
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LIC CHAMPIONS!
Congratulations to the 2019 Tiger Football Team!

3rd Consecutive year in the Playoffs!

J.R. (#55)
We are so 

PROUD of you!

Love, Uncle Mike & Aunt Nancy 120  W. Court St.  •  Paris, IL  61944

Great Job

TIGERS

2019 

On to the PLAYOFFS!

We PROUD
of you!

CONGRATULATIONS to OUR PARIS TIGER Football Teams!
JV with a 6-1 record

#28 Brady Crippes

GOOD LUCK to the 
Varsity Team as they 

head into the playoffs!
 #3 Mason Hutchings

We are so proud of 
you all. 

Sheree and Dan Hutchings  
&

Brenda and Don Wright

Tiger 
Strong!

Granville Colvin
610 W. Lincoln Ave.Charleston, IL
217-345-0670

Tiger’s...you are 
#1 in our playbook!

www.prairiepress.net

Congratulations
 on an outstanding season!

101 N. Central Ave.  •  217-921-3216
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Cooked upside-down and baked right side-up, tarte Tatin is a traditional French dessert that fits right in with American culi-
nary culture — particularly during apple pie season.

Tartes and tempting treats
I know everyone goes pumpkin spice 

crazy this time of year but truthfully, is 
there anything better than the smell of 
cinnamon and apples 
wafting from the oven 
on a chilly Sunday 
afternoon?

This is apple season 
— although there 
aren’t many apple 
orchards in the area 
anymore. I can remem-
ber as a child Mom 
and Dad driving us to 
Olivet where there was 
a large orchard. When I 
was working at the Danville newspaper, 
I thought of that trip nearly every time I 
drove by that property. There were still 
a few apple trees that had held on over 
the years.

When Don and I lived in Columbia, 
Mo., we traveled to Marthasville, Mo., 
each fall to Thierbach. The orchard 
is located near the Katy Trail — the 
country’s largest recreational rail trail 
— running 240 miles, largely along the 
northern bank of the Missouri River.

When I lived in the South, I frequent-
ly attended an annual apple festival in 
Hendersonville, N.C., with my good 
friend Kathy Ziprik. North Carolina is 
seventh in the country in apple produc-
tion. Henderson County, N.C., is the 
state’s largest apple producing area with 
3,339 acres of orchards. The area also 
hosts the North Carolina Apple Festival 
Labor Day weekend with about 375,000 
people attending.

Anyway, we picked up a bushel of 
apples and usually shared them with our 
employees. Don loved apple crisp and 
tarte Tatin so we put the apples to good 
use.

Baking an apple pie is not as easy as 
it sounds. I’ve made great crusts folded 
around sour fillings as well as perfect 
fruit sandwiched between a soggy bot-
tom crust or a burned lattice top. 

At the risk of sounding un-American, 
a good pie is not the single best thing 
one can make with the crisp apples. I 
always preferred making a tarte Tatin, 
a simple but misunderstood French 

NANCY
ZEMAN
COOKING IN 
EDGAR COUNTY

confection of apples, caramel and crust. 
When done right, the tarte Tatin lets 
apples shine in a way a pie never can.

Tarte Tatin is not French for apple 
tart. Tarte aux pommes is French for 
apple tart. It is a kind of odd French tart. 
Legend has it that it was invented around 
the turn of the 20th century at the Hotel 
Tatin in the Sologne region of the Loire 
Valley. 

Tarte Tatin is cooked fruit-side-down 
on the stovetop, then baked with the 

crust on top. The crust is either puff pas-
try or a buttery pie dough. The tart has 
big pieces of fruit and a bumpy bite. It 
needs the edge of burned sugar and the 
fudgy taste of excess butter. It is messy 
and chunky, bittersweet and juicy. In 
short — and this is a compliment — it 
is as American as any canonical French 
dessert could possibly be.

The recipe I’m sharing here is from 
Ron Paprocki, the pastry chef at 

See ZEMAN, Page 9B

This week kicks off the can-
dy and sugar season, however, 
it never really ends. 

The average American eats 
152 pounds of sugar per year. 
Two hundred years ago the 
average was two pounds per 
year and even 50 years ago we 
only consumed 123 pounds. 

We do run on sugar, but the 
human body evolved to make 
sugar from digesting starches 
into glucose, which is more 
slow to release. What we are 
doing now is the equivalent 
of mainlining sugar into the 
body and lighting up the 
brain. The World Health Or-
ganization recommends no 
more than 10 percent of adult 
calories come from sugars.

Sugar eaten goes directly 
to the brain and is a type of 
addiction. The brain is by far 
the largest energy consumer 
in the body. At three to four 
pounds, it is only 2 percent of 
body weight yet consumes 20 
percent of the glucose energy, 
the primary source of energy 
for every body cell. The brain 
is a dense mass of neurons 
needing energy. 

When the body’s blood 
sugar spikes, a rush of sugar in 
the blood flows to the brain. 
Our brain evolved to grab 
slowly released sugar broken 

down from complex fats and 
starches. Glucose is one of the 
chemicals, which can cross 
the blood-brain barrier where 
it is instantly available to the 
neurons. A spike in blood 
sugar releases a rush of energy 
and chemicals in the brain.

Because it needs glucose 
the brain stimulates the body 
to seek and supply sugar. 
When the brain receives a 
rush of glucose it rewards the 
body by releasing dopamine 
and opioids the natural plea-
sure chemicals back into the 
body. The cycle is set to now 
find more sugar to feed the 
brain and keep that good feel-
ing. Too much of a good thing 
is almost always a problem. 

Bathing the brain in more 
glucose than needed becomes 
toxic to the neurons and dam-
ages brain cells. It can lead to 
a wide range of diseases from 
heart disease to Alzheimer’s 
and diabetes. In a test of rat 
mental functioning, glucose 
at first stimulates the brain 
but when fed a diet extremely 
high in fructose water for two 
months and then put into a 
maze it took them twice as 
long to solve the maze as the 
control group fed pure water 
and proteins.

Only in the last 100 years 

have we had easy access to 
cheap refined sugars. Too 
much sugar in the system will 

build up un-
used calories, 
which gets 
stored as fat. 
The extra 
pounds cause 
long-term 
health con-
sequences. 
Sugar going 
through the 
liver creates 
fat through 

a process called lipogenesis. 
Too much sugar causes a 
build-up of fat globules creat-
ing a type of liver disease, in 
addition to the extra pounds.

It is no secret that Amer-
ica is undergoing a major 
increase in cases of type-two 
diabetes. There are multiple 
reasons but one contributor 
seems to be consuming a high 
sugar diet. 

This is a problem that com-
pounds itself once the body 
is no longer able to regulate 
sugar levels and the imbalance 
of insulin causes physiological 
problems in the brain. We are 
used to discussing diabetic 
concerns for the heart and 
the feet. The numbness in the 
feet is due to damaged nerve 

cells, but the brain is nothing 
but nerve cells so diabetes is 
debilitating to the brain if not 
controlled.

Elevated blood glucose 
harms blood vessels. It is 
blood vessel damage coupled 
with nerve cell damage 
that causes heart problems, 
retinopathy or eye problems 
and brain damage. It impacts 
learning, memory, cognitive 
function and motor skills. 

Student trying to sit in class 
and learn have many added 
barriers when hyped up on 
sugar. They have trouble sit-
ting still and focusing, and the 
glucose impact interferes with 
logical long-term processing 
and storage of information. 
USDA sugar restrictions on 
school lunch programs are 
not just concern for extra 
pounds. Schools cannot sell 
any drink rated at over 60 
calories in vending machines 
because they interfere with 
student learning. 

Behavior is hard to manage 
because sugar affects mood. 
In healthy young people, the 
ability to process emotion is 
compromised when blood 
glucose is elevated.  

Insulin does cross the 
blood-brain barrier. It is 
the chemical that regulates 

glucose metabolism and helps 
manage blood flow by adjust-
ing capillary dilation. A study 
following a group of both 
men and women with newly 
developing type-two diabetes 
over a two-year period found 
that blood flow regulation in 
the brain decreased by an av-
erage of 65 percent, thinking 
and memory decreased by 12 
percent and performing daily 
activities became more diffi-
cult. Once diabetes develops 
it is imperative to diligently 
monitor and adjust to help 
regulate. The consequences of 
widely fluctuating sugar levels 
are devastating.

It is not just the addictive 
qualities of sugar and easy 
access, which make it hard 
to control ourselves. The 
modern life style contributes. 
Under acute stress the brain 
requires 12 percent more 
energy.

There is a temporary short-
term benefit from grabbing 
a sweet treat. The core brain 
stem regulates metabolism. 
When the brain needs a boost 
of glucose the hypothalamus 
blocks feedback from the rest 
of the body to insure we feel 
a craving for sugar. When 
under stress the body releases 
cortisol to stimulate the 

production of adrenalin. By 
bathing the brain in glucose 
at these times the dopamine 
release counters the cortisol 
and we feel a sense of relief. 

Another chemical pairing is 
what we experience when we 
mix caffeine and sugar. The 
caffeine increases neurolog-
ical activity, but we may get 
that jumpy feeling. Adding 
sugar releases dopamine and 
serotonin in the brain which 
adds the pleasure feelings and 
masks the stimulate affect. 
Starbucks has built an indus-
try on this synergy.

As we start the high calorie 
season with Halloween this 
week try to remember sugar 
was once considered a spice 
used sparingly for seasoning 
and not a main food group. 
That is easier to say than 
to apply. We are fighting 
millions of years of evolution 
when we try to resist that 
extra dessert or the treat that 
tricks us.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

Nutrition science reveals candy is not so dandy after all

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

Fairfield, my home town, 
has claimed its share of 
unusual stories.  

I reckon 
that isn’t 
really 
unusual 
because 
purt near 
every city 
in America 
has been 
the source 
for strange 
happen-
ings at one 

time or another. The story I 
shall relate occurred back in 
the ’60s or ’70s. I no longer 
lived there, but read about 
it in the local newspaper on 
one of my visits. Today the 
homes where the event un-
folded are now replaced by 
new apartment buildings.

For many years, there 
was a row of old bungalow 
houses along the west side 
of the street in a peaceful 
residential neighborhood. 
Over the years they’d each 
been remodeled two or 
three times to accommo-
date bathrooms, extra 
bedrooms or a front or back 
porch, maybe a garage or 
carport.

Somehow a chain of 
events developed.  Appar-
ently the origin was at the 
high school, which was 15 
or so blocks distant in the 
south end of town. It was 
talk that started the ball to 
rolling – teenager talk – and 
it was all about talk.

So the story went, an 
elderly widow named 
Phyllis McTaggert lived 
in this neighborhood, 
and the woman was one 
strange character. About 
four o’clock every afternoon 
she walked slowly around 
her house talking aloud to 
either herself or to an imag-
ined friend. She often sat 
on a large stump, twanged 
a guitar and sang in front of 
porch steps on one side of 
the house.

Rumor has it that a small 
group of girls discussed 
the lady’s strange behavior 
every day at school lunch 
hour. The story expanded.  
Someone said her mom had 
seen the old lady at Maple 
Hill Cemetery on more 
than one occasion, and she 
was talking to a tombstone 
every time.  

Well, one of the girls 
drove a car to school every 
day, so she suggested taking 
her friends to the neigh-
borhood, park behind 
a row bushes along the 
street and observe Phyllis 
McTaggert in action. Next 
day they shared their expe-
rience with classmates.

Was Phyllis 
McTaggert 
truly crazy?

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

See CODGER, Page 2B

We put Ian in his grave. 
We put him under a huge 
oak tree. We put him by a 
glen where 
the breeze 
sings and 
leaves rus-
tle. We put 
Ian in his 
grave. We 
put him by 
a glen on a 
summer’s 
day.

He 
was my 
grandson. On the 79th day, 
he died.

Our daughter sat on 
the grass by his side. She 
sat beside the flowers and 
the little stone angels. She 
longed to pull Ian up, to 
touch him, to embrace him, 
to never say goodbye.

I am an old man; haunted 
still by it. The world is unre-
lenting, unforgiving, but, it 
is also beautiful.

There is nothing right 
when a child dies. We all 
need a few songs, a few 
wondrous things, a life. We 
have one shot in this world. 
You have to understand 
that, but you don’t have to 
accept it. 

They tell you things will 
get better, that you should 
move on. Sometimes, they 
tell you to forget. I think 
it is better to remember, 
to accept the sadness that 
creeps through.

He died in his mother’s 
arms. From his first breath 
to his last, she was there 
with him. The doctors and 
nurses knew her well. One 
day, they held a parade 
through Ian’s room. It was a 
human thing.

Sometimes late at night I 
rage. You want something to 
batter, someone to blame. I 
held him. He is a ghost who 
never goes away. 

I told him about his life 
the last night. Everybody 
deserves a life. I took him 
places in low talk in a quiet 
room as we rocked. Eased 
my mind in the telling; may-
be, gave him a little peace.

There would be no 
Christmas, no birthdays, 
no school, no dances – no 
dreams. He would never 
meet a girl, never be a dad, 
never know the beauty of a 
flower.

Hey, Ian, you did your 
best. 

Sometimes I rage. I 
would rip away the pain; 
abolish tears and mandate 
smiles and laughter. I 
believe in God, yet I damn 
him every day. There must 
be accountability.

Through the blisters 
and pain, your mother was 
there. Mothers are these im-
possible creatures. Nothing 

I remember 
a grandson

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER 
LOOK

TARTE TATIN
Ron Paprocki

Ingredients
8 large firm-fleshed semi-tart apples 

(such as Braeburn, Jonathan, or Granny 
Smith)

7 tablespoons butter, salted or unsalted, 
very soft

2/3 cup granulated sugar or light brown 
sugar

1 sheet all-butter puff pastry, about 8 
ounces

Prepare the apples at least one day in 
advance of cooking them (even better, 2-3 
days). Slice off the bottom of each apple 
so that it has a flat base. Peel half the 
apples, then quarter all of them, cutting 
down through the poles. Trim seeds and 
hard matter from the center of each 
quarter.

Lay out the apple quarters on a plastic 
tray or a baking sheet covered in parch-
ment paper or plastic wrap. Cover them 
loosely with paper toweling and put them 
in the refrigerator to dry out. They will 
brown slightly but pay that no mind. They 
will further brown in the cooking.

When ready to assemble the tarte, heat 
the oven to 370 degrees (340-350 if using 
convection). Use the butter to coat the 
bottom of a 10-inch heavy ovenproof pan 
or skillet, preferably nonstick (seasoned 
cast iron is ideal), slathering the soft 
butter all around the bottom so that it 
hides any metal. Evenly sprinkle the sugar 
atop the butter. Find a bowl or plate the 
diameter of the skillet and set it aside.

Take one of the apple quarters and 
make it round by trimming it at both 
ends. It will be a button at the center of 
the tarte; place it there. Now, arrange 
the remaining apple quarters, evenly 
dividing the arrangement between the 
peeled and unpeeled apples, each quarter 
standing on its flat side, in circles around 
the button. Place the quarters as close to 
each other as you can, like flower petals, 
so that they support each other upright.

On a lightly floured surface, roll out 
the pastry dough to about 1/8-inch thick. 
Place the reserved bowl or plate on top 
of the dough and, using the tip of a sharp 
knife, cut out a round. Gently lift the 
dough round and drape it over the apples, 
tucking it in around the edge.

Over medium heat, cook the tarte until 
golden-brown juice bubbles around the 
edge. (If the juices keep rising, spoon it 
out so that the bubbling juices are just 
at the edge of the dough.) Keep cooking, 
adjusting the heat is necessary, up to 10 
minutes, until the juices begin to turn 
darker brown and smell like caramel.

Place the pan or skillet in the oven and 
bake for 40-45 minutes, until the pastry 
browns nicely. Let the tarte cool for 5 
minutes only, then flip it carefully onto 
a round serving plate, dough side down, 
apples up, minding any hot caramel that 
might ooze or spill out. If any apples stick 
to the pan, they are easily removed and 
replaced into the tarte while it is warm.

Serve, cut into wedges, warm or at 
room temperature, topped with crème 
fraiche, ice cream, Greek yogurt, or very 
heavy cream.
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Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 10/30 :
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 10/31:
Italian beef 

sandwich, hash-
brown casserole
& choice of salad

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636
Always

Homemade!

Crumb coated 
ranch chicken,
baked potato,

green beans & roll

Fri 11/01:

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

CHRISMAN
AMERICAN LEGION

POST #477

WIN BIG AT

BINGO
Every Saturday
at 6:30 p.m.

Doors Open
at 5:00 p.m.

Tiki - $600
Tripple B - $650
Orange - $1,357
Green - $8,608
Purple - $10,000
Only 3 Numbers Left!

Jackpots continue to grow!

Meal Provided
FREE of Charge
124 N. Illinois Street  • Chrisman, IL  61924

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: 
Submit news of your anniver-
sary, engagement, wedding or 
birth for free: email nzeman@
prairiepress.net or mail The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, 
Paris, Ill., 61944. 

MILESTONES

Billy E. and Mary Ann 
Riley’s 60th wedding anni-
versary is Nov. 29. 

Their children are host-
ing an open house to cel-
ebrate the event 2-4 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 2 at the State 
Line Christian Church, 
23000 Clinton Road, Paris. 
Friends and family are en-
couraged to attend.

In lieu of gifts, those at-
tending are asked to bring a 
favorite photo to share with 
the couple. 

For those unable to at-
tend, congratulatory cards 
and favorite photo can be 
mailed to the couple at 272 
Windemere Road, West 
Terre Haute, IN 47885.

60 years of 
marriage

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHRISMAN – Chrisman 
FCCLA members recently 
attended two separate events 
across the state.  

In early October, six mem-
bers from the Chrisman Chap-
ter attended the FCCLA Ignite 
Conference in Springfield 
sponsored by the State Farm 
Foundation and the Illinois 
Foundation for FCCLA.  

Eddie Slowikowski was the 
keynote speaker and leadership 
facilitator for the first day of the 
conference. FCCLA alumni 
led the program of work and 
competitive events sessions 
the second day. More than 260 
household items were donated 
at this event, for the Ronald 
McDonald Houses of Central 
Illinois for the Community 
Service Project.  

All 10 members from Chris-
man High School attended 
the Fall Leadership Meeting at 
EIU. A total of four leadership 
meetings will be held across the 
state this fall.  

These meetings are planned 
by the state officer team. The 
keynote speaker was Jeff Fritch-

nitch, the Superintendent of 
Mount Vernon Schools. He has 
spoken at several Illinois FC-
CLA events in the past.

The individual state officers 
plan and secure the workshops 
in their respective areas. Robbie 
Rollins, from Chrisman High 
School, planned the conference 
for the FCCLA chapters in this 
area and 13 schools and169 
students attended. The work-
shops are planned to coincide 
with the FCCLA focus of Fam-
ily, Career and Community 
Leadership.  

Members of FCCLA had 
the opportunity to be room 
hosts/hostesses and introduce 
the workshop presenters. This 
year’s workshops at EIU in-
cluded Communication, Social 
Networking Safety, Resume 
Building, Relationships and 
Healthy Eating. Many of the 
presenters were from EIU and 
the Career Counseling Center. 
ROTC and the National Guard 
also sent recruiters to address 
the student groups. 

Students from Shiloh pre-
sented their Gold Star, Chapter 
Showcase project and talked 
to members about compet-

itive events. A focus on how 
the Ronald McDonald Hous-
es help keep families together 
while their children are in the 
hospital, was presented by 
Chrisman teacher Jeff Nelson.  

Illinois FCCLA has part-
nered again this year with the 
Ronald McDonald House for a 
community service project.  

At the fall meeting, $172 was 
collected from members and 
advisers to help purchase gift 
cards and household items for 
the RMH. Chapters will con-
tinue to accept donations for 
RMH through the school year.  

The Chrisman FCCLA 
chapter is collecting pop tabs 
until the state conference in 
April. There is a tab collection 
wagon at the school.  

Last year Illinois FCCLA 
collected 1,097.3 pounds of 
pop tabs, 1,042 household 
items, $2,655 in gift cards and 
created 92 hand-made cards for 
the families at RMH. The goal 
this year is to surpass last year’s 
totals.

FCCLA continues to pro-
vide a variety of leadership 
training and opportunities for 
its members.

Chrisman FCCLA explore leadership

Special to The Prairie Press

Chrisman High School FCCLA members participated in a recent leadership conference at Eastern 
Illinois University. Pictured from left to right: Megan Tischer, Kendl Lemmon, Alexis McDaniels, 
Lindsey Franz, Robbie Rollins, Kendrew Green, Kendall Tevebaugh, Karlie Adams, Clara Wheeler 
and Kailey Phipps.

“You can’t believe your 
eyes and ears. There’s this old 
woman on Seventh Street 
who’s crazier than a loon. She 
puts on an act every day at 
four o’clock. You gotta see to 
believe it.”

Within a week the group 
of observant students had 
expanded on a daily basis to 
include new girls and numer-
ous boys. They were laughing 
with glee at the old woman.  

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

compares, at least in this 
world. They are the sun, the 
stars, they are as eternal as 
time.

We buried Ian on a sum-
mer’s day. 

We put him in his grave un-
der the oak tree; we put him in 
a glen. Sometimes I go there.  
A cool stone marks the spot. 
There are flowers and notes; a 

way of talking.
We came on Christmas Eve. 

We lit candles in little Mason 
Jars and sang holy songs and 
read the stories children love 
to hear on their way to that 
place no one understands.

A few years ago, they 
chopped down the great oak. 
They took it before its time for 
no reason other than space. 
The tree was the watchman. It 
was a great gentle thing plant-
ed by some small seed.

I am not much with words – 
some things go beyond words 
and songs, and hopes and 
dreams.

I want a cosmic explanation.
(Harry Reynolds is a retired 

editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. He 
now writes columns for the fun 
of it, in which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email him 
at reynoldsharry1943@gmail.
com)

REYNOLDS
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Tammy Evans’ efforts as a 
community worker providing 
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program Education in 
Edgar and Clark counties was 
recently honored by the Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension’s 
Illinois Nutrition Education 
Programs (INEP).

Evans was named Rook-
ie of the Year. This award is 
reserved for a team member 
who has worked with INEP 
for less than two years and has 
shown excellence in reaching 
limited-resource participants 
and learning new teaching 
skills for adult and youth au-
diences. The goal of SNAP-Ed 
is to improve the likelihood 
those eligible for Supplemen-
tal Food Assistance Program 
will make healthy food and 
lifestyle choices that prevent 
obesity. SNAP-Ed is provided 
in all 50 states and is funded 
by the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture. In Illi-
nois, SNAP-Ed is part of the 

Illinois Nutrition Education 
Programs with University of 
Illinois Extension.

Evans has grown program-
ming at both school class-
rooms and food pantries from 
previous years and uses a va-
riety of teaching methods to 

reach both adult and youth 
audiences using her excellent 
communication skills and 
compassionate personality. 
Per her nomination, “Tam-
my is a valued member of 
the team and an asset to the 
SNAP-Ed program.”

Evans honored by Extension

Special to The Prairie Press

Tammy Evans, a member of the Edgar and Clark County 
Extension education team was recently honored by the state 
Extension service as a Rookie of the Year. Left to right, Stacy 
Woodyard County Director, Evans and Jennifer McCaffrey Illinois 
Nutrition Education Programs.

“Nuttier than a fruitcake, or 
crazy as a bedbug,” they’d say, 
as they described her.

On the sixth day the group 
had mushroomed to 27 cars 
and an estimated 45 students. 
Half the crowd had crept into 
a neighbor’s yard to conceal 
themselves behind a hedgerow 
for closer observation. This 
time the aggravated neighbor 
complained to the police.

Newspaper editorials 
strongly criticized the teenage 
behavior. Police interviewed 
some of the kids. They said 
Phyllis played a neat rhythm 

on her guitar. Also described 
was a soft bass background as 
if someone was playing a bass 
fiddle.  Phyllis told police of-
ficers and a reporter in a calm 
explanation that she played 
music and sang to her grandma 
every day at the same time.

“Grandma passed away 10 
years ago,” she said, “but she’s 
real. She stands on top of the 
flat porch and taps her feet 
when I play music. She likes 
my songs and likes talking 
about her grandkids.”

Phyllis’ daughter drove 
from Florida and admitted her 

mother to a mental hospital.  
There, sad to say, the lady died 
from pneumonia just a few 
weeks later.

Was she silly? Insane, you 
laugh. Funny thing. Two po-
lice officers climbed atop her 
porch roof after she died. They 
saw a plainly faded spot on the 
asphalt shingles that appeared 
well worn from someone’s 
repeated foot stomping.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)
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One was an avid capitalist, 
an actor-turned-U.S. president 
determined to quash Ameri-
ca’s nuclear arms race with the 
Soviet Union’s evil empire. 
The other, a young committed 
communist who rose through 
the political ranks to lead the 
USSR, pushing publicly for 
reform. 

But Ronald Reagan and 
Mikhail Gorbachev, unusual 
bedfellows as they may have 
been, managed to forge not 
only a mutual respect, but a 
friendship, which helped end 
the Cold War. 

“I think, frankly, (that) 
President Gorbachev and I 
discovered a sort of a bond, a 
friendship between us, that we 
thought could become such a 
bond between all the people,” 
Reagan told journalists in Mos-

cow during a visit in 1990. 
But moving from evil to 

friendship wasn’t automatic. 
Reagan was initially wary of 
the kind of leader Gorbachev 
would be. 

“In Reagan's view, Gor-
bachev was a communist, and 
could be expected to act like a 
communist,” says H.W. Brands, 
author of “Reagan: The Life” 
and history professor at the 
University of Texas at Austin. 
“Gradually, Reagan realized 
Gorbachev was also a man, not 
that different from himself — 
a national leader who wanted 
the best for his people, and to 
avoid a nuclear war.”

In his book, “Dear Mr. Pres-
ident … Reagan/Gorbachev 
and the Correspondences that 
Ended the Cold War,” historian 
Jason Saltoun-Ebin writes that 
confidential letters between 
the two world leaders forced 

the men to, “talk, debate, argue, 
disagree, but also offer propos-
als even when they thought no 
agreement would be possible.”

“Both Reagan and Gor-
bachev recognized that change 
was coming, and both wanted 
to be on the right side of histo-
ry,” he writes. “But they needed 
to find a way to overcome 40  
years of Cold War ideology. 
They needed to find a way to 
trust each other.”

More than 40 letters, many 
hand-written, and four sum-
mits in just over three years 
were key to building that 
trust. In his autobiography, 
“An American Life,” Reagan 
writes: “As I look back on them 
now, I realize those first letters 
marked the cautious begin-
ning on both sides of what was 
to become the foundation of 
not only a better relationship 
between our countries but a 

friendship between two men.”
“Their meetings were crit-

ical,” says Melvyn P. Leffler, a 
professor of history emeritus 
specializing in U.S. foreign re-
lations at the University of Vir-
ginia. “Each came to appreciate 
the genuine security fears of 
the other.”

And Cold War fears were 
cause for great alarm. During 
his presidency, Reagan was of-
ten quoted as saying, “We don’t 
mistrust each other because 
we’re armed; we’re armed be-
cause we mistrust each other.”

“Reagan wanted arms con-
trol, but he wanted to make 
sure it didn't compromise 
American security,” Brands 
says. “He began cautiously 
with Gorbachev, but he wanted 
to get past mistrust to the point 
where each side had some con-
fidence in the good intentions 
of the other. Even then, he in-

sisted, ‘Trust, but verify.’"
Timing also came into play. 

Gorbachev’s rise to leader of 
the Soviet Union on March 
11, 1985, followed a string of 
USSR ruler deaths, when Leo-
nid Brezhnev died in 1982, 
Yuri Andropov died in 1984 
and Konstantin Chernenko 
died in 1985. But Leffler says 
Gorbachev was different from 
his predecessors. 

“He deeply desired to re-
form the Soviet system and im-
prove living standards,” he says. 
“He recognized that ratcheting 
down military expenditures 
and modulating the Cold War 
were necessary preconditions 
for achieving his domestic pri-
orities.”

Brands adds the common 
ground Reagan found with 
Gorbachev wouldn’t have been 
possible with Russia’s previous 

Friends thawed Cold War
Gorbachev and Reagan’s unlikely relationship stemmed from respect, desire for peace

See FRIENDS, Page 4B
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The scandal between Bill Clinton and Monica Lewinsky did not lead to impeachment proceedings, but Clinton’s actions after-
wards did. He was charged with perjury and obstruction of justice but ultimately acquitted.
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Only two U.S. presidents have been 
formally impeached by Congress — An-
drew Johnson and Bill Clinton — and 
no U.S. president has ever been removed 
from office through impeachment. 

In addition to Johnson and Clinton, 
only two other U.S. presidents have 
faced formal impeachment inquiries in 
the House of Representatives: Richard 
Nixon and Donald Trump. Many other 
presidents have been threatened with 
impeachment by political foes without 
gaining any real traction in Congress. 

The framers of the Constitution inten-
tionally made it difficult for Congress to 
remove a sitting president. The impeach-
ment process starts in the House of Rep-
resentatives with a formal impeachment 
inquiry. If the House Judiciary Commit-
tee finds sufficient grounds, its members 
write and pass articles of impeachment, 
which then go to the full House for a 
vote. 

A simple majority in the House is all 
that’s needed to formally impeach a pres-
ident. But that doesn’t mean he or she is 
out of a job. The final stage is the Senate 
impeachment trial. Only if two-thirds 
of the Senate find the president guilty 
of the crimes laid out in the articles of 
impeachment is the POTUS removed 
from office. 

Although Congress has impeached 
and removed eight federal officials — all 
federal judges — no president has ever 
been found guilty during a Senate im-
peachment trial. Andrew Johnson came 
awfully close, though; he barely escaped 
a guilty verdict by one vote.

Johnson was elected as Abraham Lin-
coln’s vice president in 1864. The tough-
est decision facing Lincoln’s second term 
was how to reestablish ties with the Con-

federate states after the Civil War was 
over. Lincoln’s plan for Reconstruction 
favored leniency while so-called Radical 
Republicans in his party wanted to pun-
ish Southern politicians and extend full 
civil rights to freed slaves. 

Lincoln was assassinated only 42 days 
into his second term, leaving Johnson in 
charge of Reconstruction. He immedi-
ately clashed with the Radical Republi-
cans in Congress, calling for pardons for 
Confederate leaders and vetoing polit-
ical rights for freedmen. In 1867, Con-
gress retaliated by passing the Tenure of 
Office Act, which barred the president 
from replacing members of his cabinet 
without Senate approval. 

Believing the law to be unconstitu-
tional, Johnson went ahead and fired his 
Secretary of War, an ally of the Radical 
Republicans in Congress. Johnson’s po-
litical enemies responded by drafting 
and passing 11 articles of impeachment 
in the House. 

"Sir, the bloody and untilled fields of 
the ten unreconstructed States, the un-
sheeted ghosts of the two thousand mur-
dered negroes in Texas, cry [...] for the 
punishment of Andrew Johnson," wrote 
the abolitionist Republican Representa-
tive William D. Kelley from Pennsylva-
nia. 

Johnson was impeached in the House 
of Representatives by 126 votes to 47, 
but narrowly avoided a two-thirds guilty 
verdict in the Senate by a single vote. Af-
ter his acquittal, he served out the rest of 
his term and became the first (and only) 
former U.S. president to be elected to the 
Senate. 

Clinton was plagued by legal troubles 
and scandals from the moment he en-
tered the White House. In 1993, Clinton 
and his First Lady, Hillary, were the sub-
ject of a Justice Department investiga-
tion into the so-called Whitewater con-
troversy, a botched business deal from 

How rare is impeachment?

Special to the Prairie Press

Abraham Lincoln’s successor Andrew Johnson became the first president to be im-
peached. His impeachment did not result in a guilty verdict though, and he served 
out the rest of his term in office.

See IMPEACH, Page 4B

  Hey, I am definitely 
a man, but I don’t like to 
admit when I do something 
wrong or 
say some-
thing that 
doesn’t 
make 
sense. That 
is generally 
true except 
when I 
am being 
intention-
ally silly 
and want 
to lighten someone’s day; 
usually my own. 

Sometimes I do that 
unintentionally and that 
makes it especially joyful 
when the person I am 
talking to takes note of 
it and looks at me with a 
puzzled expression on their 
face. The only thing I can 
do then is laugh. Usually 
they have figured out what I 
tried to say and laugh at me 
and my way of using words. 

I know I shouldn’t admit 
to someone that I have 
misplaced my common 
sense, but I don’t know 
that. It seemed to me I was 
rather brilliant. I guess that 
is determined by the way 
our brains function and are 
connected to our tongues. 

Sometimes I should 
think through what I am 
going to say before I say it, 
but I just blurt it out any-
way. That is not always bad 
though because the other 
person knows exactly what 
I mean, especially when 
I use colorful language. 
Should I have told readers 
that I really don’t always 
know what I am doing? 

Self-incrimination is very 
plain when I use the wrong 
term in the wrong way, but 
that’s just me. Hey, I am 
just a man and don’t really 
know about all things.

Many times men are 
called on to use their skills 
to assemble something for 
the family like a bicycle or 

Things 
men 
should 
know, 
but don’t  

ROGER 
STANLEY
NOTES FROM  
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B
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“The Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow” resurfaces every 
year around Halloween. 
Washington Irving's 1820 
tale of a headless horseman 
who terrorizes the real-life 
village of Sleepy Hollow is 
considered one of Ameri-
ca's first ghost stories — and 
one of its scariest. 

Tales of headless horse-
men can be traced to the 
Middle Ages, including 
stories from the Brothers 
Grimm and the Dutch and 
Irish legend of the “Dullah-
an” or “Gan Ceann,” a Grim 
Reaper-like rider who car-
ries his head.

Elizabeth Bradley, a his-
torian at Historic Hudson 
Valley, says a likely source 
for Irving’s horseman can be 
found in Sir Walter Scott’s 
1796 “The Chase,” which is 
a translation of the German 
poem “The Wild Hunts-
man” by Gottfried Bürger 
and likely based on Norse 
mythology.

According to the New 
York Historical Society, 
others believe Irving was in-
spired by an actual Hessian 
soldier who was decapitat-
ed by a cannonball during 
the Battle of White Plains, 
around Halloween 1776. 

Irving’s story takes place 
in the New York village of 
Sleepy Hollow, in West-
chester County. In it, lanky 
newcomer and schoolmas-
ter Ichabod Crane courts 
Katrina van Tassel, a young 
heiress who is also being 
pursued by the Dutchman 
Brom Bones. After being re-
buffed by Katrina at a party 
at the van Tassel farm where 
ghost stories are shared, Ich-
abod is chased by a headless 
horseman (who may or may 
not be his rival) who hurls a 
pumpkin at the man, throw-
ing Ichabod from his horse. 
The schoolmaster vanishes.

Irving may have drawn in-
spiration for his story while 
a teenager in the Tarrytown 
region. He moved to the 
area in 1798 to flee a yellow 
fever outbreak in New York 
City, according to the New 
York Historical Society. 

He, "would have been 
introduced to local ghost 
stories and lore at an im-
pressionable age,” Bradley 
says. “He cleverly weaves 
together factual locations — 
the Old Dutch Church and 
churchyard, ‘Major Andre's 
Tree,’ some actual family 
names, including van Tassel 
and Ichabod Crane — and 
a little bit of Revolutionary 
War history with pure imag-
ination and fantasy," Bradley 
says. "It's a melting pot of a 
story, and thus totally Amer-
ican.”

Franz Potter, a professor 
at National University who 
specializes in Gothic studies, 
says the headless horseman, 
as a supernatural entity, rep-
resents a past that never dies,

“The headless horseman 
supposedly seeks revenge 
— and a head — which he 
thinks was unfairly taken 
from him,” Potter says. “This 
injustice demands that he 
continually search for a sub-
stitute. The horseman, like 
the past, still seeks answers, 
still seeks retribution, and 
can't rest. We are haunted by 
the past which stalks us so 
that we never forget it.” 

What 
inspired 
‘The Legend 
of Sleepy 
Hollow’?
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Abraham Lincoln, the six-
teenth President of the United 
States (1861-1865), is remem-
bered for his vital role as the 
leader in preserving the Union 
during the Civil War and be-
ginning the process that led to 
the end of slavery in the United 
States. He is also remembered 
for his untimely death — and 
his supposed afterlife in the 
White House. 

For years, presidents, first 
ladies, guests, and members 
of the White House staff have 
claimed to have either seen Lin-
coln or felt his presence. The 
melancholy bearing of Lincoln 
himself, and several instances 
of eerie prescience on his part, 
only add to the legends of the 
Great Emancipator’s ghost. 

Ward Hill Lamon, a close 
friend of the president’s, wrote 
down what Lincoln told him 
on an evening in early 1865: 
“About ten days ago I retired 
very late…,” the president 
told Lamon. “I soon began to 
dream. There seemed to be a 
deathlike stillness about me. 
Then I heard subdued sobs, as if 
a number of people were weep-
ing. I thought I left my bed and 
wandered downstairs ... I ar-
rived at the East Room. Before 
me was a catafalque, on which 
rested a corpse wrapped in fu-
neral vestments. Around it were 
stationed soldiers who were 
acting as guards; and there was 
a throng of people, some gazing 
mournfully upon the corpse, 
whose face covered, others 
weeping pitifully. ‘Who is dead 
in the White House?’ I de-
manded of one of the soldiers. 
‘The President,’ was his answer. 
‘He was killed by an assassin.'” 

It was not the first time Lin-
coln saw his own death. Soon 
after his election in 1860, he’d 
seen a double image of his 
face reflected in a mirror in 
his Springfield, Illinois, home. 
One was his real face, the oth-
er a pale imitation. Lincoln’s 
superstitious wife, Mary Todd 
Lincoln, did not see the mirror 
images, but was deeply troubled 
by her husband’s account of the 
incident. She prophesied the 
sharper image indicated that he 

The lingering legend 
of Lincoln’s ghost

cabinet of some sort. The first 
thing men usually do is look 
at the box it came in and see a 
picture of the desired outcome 
and then say, “That’s easy, I’ll 
have her done in 15 minutes.”

We lay out all the parts, 
best we know how, and then 
find all the tools needed, but 
sometimes it takes a little time 
to go out to the shop and get 
them until we remember we 
left some of that stuff in the 
basement and that takes 15 
minutes. We begin sweating 
because we missed the time 
constraint. We start assembling 
the project the way it seems 
logical, but alas it doesn’t want 
to cooperate and gets kind of 
forced together. 

After assembling several oth-
er parts, it doesn’t look like the 
picture on the box. Then we 
find four extra parts and can’t 
figure out where they go. 

The next thing is making the 
mistake and asking the wife for 
help, but men don’t know that. 
She will kind of smile and ask, 
“Did you read the directions 
carefully?” 

Many times our response 
is, “What directions?” Then 
we find the directions plumb 
down in the bottom of the box 
and have to admit a kind of 
stupidity. 

After admitting that, the 
next step is taking the project 
apart without breaking 
anything. Then comes the 
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leaders. 
“If Brezhnev had lived an-

other six years, Reagan would 
have made no progress on 
arms control,” he says. “Reagan 
needed someone to meet him 
halfway. He found this person 
in Gorbachev.”

In his book, “Gorbachev: 
His Life and Times,” William 
Taubman writes that during 
Reagan’s Moscow visit in 1988, 
a reporter asked the president 
at the Kremlin whether he still 
considered Russia the evil em-
pire. 

“No,” Reagan replied. “That 

was another time, another 
era.” Another reporter asked 
whether the two were now old 
friends. “Da! Da!” Gorbachev 
said, with Reagan adding, 
“Yes.” 

“Perhaps then the real sto-
ry of the end of the Cold War 
is just a simple tale of how an 
old hard-line anti-Communist 
president of the United States 
and a young Soviet reformer 
discovered that, despite their 
vast differences, all they need-
ed to do was find one common 
area of agreement to change 
the world,” Saltoun-Ebin 
writes. “The elimination of 
nuclear weapons became their 
focus.”

IMPEACH
FROM PAGE 3B

their days in Arkansas. And in 
1994, Clinton was sued for sex-
ual harassment by Paula Jones, 
who claimed Clinton exposed 
himself to her in a hotel room 
in 1991. 

Interestingly, it was a combi-
nation of both legal cases that 
ultimately led to Clinton’s im-
peachment. Independent coun-
sel Kenneth Starr was appoint-
ed by the Justice Department 
to investigate the Whitewater 
affair, but he couldn’t find any 
impeachable evidence. Mean-
while, lawyers for Jones got a tip 
that Clinton had an affair with 
a 21-year-old White House in-
tern named Monica Lewinsky, 
a claim that both Lewinsky and 
Clinton denied under oath.

Starr switched the focus of 
his investigation when he re-
ceived 20 hours of taped phone 
conversations between Lewin-
sky and Linda Tripp, a former 
White House colleague, in 
which Lewinsky alludes to the 
affair. 

Starr then got the FBI to fit 
Tripp with a wire to meet with 
Lewinsky at a Ritz-Carlton ho-
tel outside Washington, DC, 
when Lewinsky again admitted 
to a sexual relationship with the 
president. 

When the story went public, 
Clinton was forced to address 
the accusations on national 
television.

“I want you to listen to me,” 
Clinton famously said. “I did 
not have sexual relations with 
that woman, Miss Lewinsky. I 
never told anybody to lie, not a 
single time, never.”

Starr’s investigative team 
ended up producing a long and 
lurid report detailing Clinton’s 
sexual dalliances with Lewin-
sky and providing evidence that 
Clinton lied under oath (perju-
ry) in an effort to obstruct the 
Starr investigation. 

On Dec. 19, 1998, the House 
of Representatives voted along 
party lines to impeach Clinton 
on two separate counts: perjury 
and obstruction of justice. But 
in the ensuing five-week Senate 
trial, Clinton was acquitted on 
both counts. 

On July 27, 1974, after seven 
months of deliberations, the 
House Judiciary Committee ap-
proved the first of five proposed 
articles of impeachment against 
Nixon, charging the president 
with obstruction of justice in an 
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challenge of deciphering the 
coding and finding the direc-
tions that are in English. Now 
part D goes where we had part 
A. By no means, ask the wife 
what it means to put the bolt 
in the hole in a certain way that 
looks backwards. 

That would be disastrous if 
we have to ask her to figure out 
a diagram, but even worse if 
she shows the right way to do 
it and then she says, “See it’s 
very simple.”

Men just don’t seem to 
know the right way of doing 
things because they figure they 
know how to do anything me-
chanical, but men don’t always 
know that. 

Now when I am asked the 
monumental task of putting 
something together, I always 
plan on it taking four times as 
long as it should and always 
read the directions first before 
Rosie asks me if I read the 
directions first.

A few summers ago while 
camping at McCormick’s 
Creek, vendors were set up 
at the nature center and one 
display had a sign for sale 
that was definitely made for 
men. It had a handle on it and 
the directions said instead of 
answering the wife, hold up 
this sign. It very plainly had 
the words spelled out “YES, 
DEAR.” 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. Email 
him at rstanley1937@outlook.
com.) 

effort to shield himself from 
the ongoing Watergate in-
vestigation. Nixon was par-
doned of criminal charges 
by Gerald Ford, but many of 
his Watergate conspirators 
weren’t so lucky. Most of his 
White House legal counsel, 
including John Dean, went 
to jail for their involvement. 

A significant number of 
U.S. presidents have faced 
calls for impeachment, in-
cluding five of the past six 
Republican presidents. But 
few of those accusations 
were taken seriously by 
Congress. 

There were even rum-
blings about impeaching 
George Washington by 
those who opposed his pol-
icies. Those calls, however, 
did not reach the point of 
becoming formal resolu-
tions or charges. 

John Tyler was the first 
president to face impeach-
ment charges. Nicknamed 
“His Accidency” for assum-
ing the presidency after Wil-
liam Henry Harrison died 
after just 30 days in office, 
Tyler was wildly unpopular 
with his own Whig party. 
A House representative 
from Virginia submitted a 
petition for Tyler’s impeach-
ment, but it was never taken 
up by the House for a vote. 

Between 1922 and 1923, 
a congressman introduced 
two impeachment reso-
lutions against Herbert 
Hoover. Both were eventu-
ally tabled by large margins. 

More recently, both Ron-
ald Reagan and George 
H.W. Bush were the subject 
of impeachment resolu-
tions submitted by Henry 
B. Gonzales, a Democratic 
representative from Texas, 
but none of the resolutions 
were taken up for a vote in 
the House Judiciary Com-
mittee. 

George W. Bush faced 
a slightly more serious im-
peachment threat when 
Democratic Representative 
Dennis Kucinich intro-
duced a House resolution 
charging Bush with includ-
ing war crimes. The House 
voted 251 to 166 to refer 
the resolution to the House 
Judiciary Committee, but 
House Speaker Pelosi said 
any talk of impeachment 
was off the table.

Barack Obama was also 
accused of “high crimes 
and misdemeanors” befit-
ting impeachment. In 2012, 
Republican Representative 
Walter Jones submitted a 
House resolution charging 
the president with autho-
rizing military action in 
Libya without the consent 
of Congress. The resolution 
was referred to the Judicia-
ry Committee where it was 
never brought up for a vote. 

would serve out his first term. 
The faint, ghostlike image was a 
sign, she said, that he would be 
renominated for a second term, 
but would not live to complete 
it. 

On April 14, 1865, President 
Lincoln was shot by a South-
ern sympathizer, John Wilkes 
Booth, in the back of the head 
as he watched “Our American 
Cousin” at Ford’s Theater. He 
died at 7:22 the next morning, 
April 15, 1865.

Liz Carpenter, press secre-
tary to Lady Bird Johnson, told 
author John Alexander that 
Mrs. Johnson believed she’d 
felt Lincoln’s presence one 
spring evening while watching 
a television program about his 
death. She noticed a plaque 
she’d never seen before hang-
ing over the fireplace. It men-
tioned Lincoln’s importance 
in that room in some way. Mrs 
Johnson admitted feeling a 
strange coldness and a decided 
sense of unease. 

This disquieting apprehen-
sion has been felt by others. 
Grace Coolidge, wife of Calvin 
Coolidge, was the first person 
to report having actually seen 
the ghost of Abraham Lincoln. 
She said he stood at a win-
dow of the Oval Office, hands 
clasped behind his back, gazing 
out over the Potomac.

The ghost of Lincoln was 
seen frequently during the 
administration of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. When Queen Wil-
helmina of the Netherlands 
was a guest at the White House 
during that period she was 
awakened one night by a knock 
on her bedroom door. 

Thinking it might be an 
important message, she got 
up and opened the door. The 
top-hatted figure of President 
Lincoln stood in the hallway. 
The queen fainted. When she 
came to she was lying on the 
floor. The apparition had van-
ished. Eleanor Roosevelt used 
Lincoln’s bedroom as her study. 
Although she denied seeing the 
former president’s ghost, she 
admitted to feeling his pres-
ence whenever she worked late 
at night. She thought he was 
standing behind her, peering 
over her shoulder. 
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Americans disagree over just 
about everything — from gen-
der roles and immigration to 
impeachment to whether the 
country is on the right track.

But most agree that Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s personal 
conduct is an issue. 

Three-quarters of Ameri-
cans (73 percent) say they wish 
“Trump’s speech and behavior 
were more consistent with past 
presidents,” according to a new 
report from the Public Reli-
gion Research Institute. 

Faith groups agree, includ-
ing a majority of black Protes-
tants (81 percent), Hispanic 
Protestants (74 percent), white 
mainline Protestants (72 per-
cent), Catholics (70 percent) 
and members of non-Christian 
faiths (69 percent). Americans 
with no religious affiliation 
(85 percent) also agree, as do 

a majority (albeit a smaller 
majority) of white evangelical 
Protestants (52 percent), who 
remain among Trump’s most 
ardent supporters. 

Overall, faith groups and 
Americans in general aren’t 
thrilled with Trump’s behavior, 
said Natalie Jackson, director 
of research for PRRI. “Even a 
lot of Republicans would pre-
fer that he acted more like past 
presidents,” she said.

Faith groups also share a 
positive view of immigrants, 
said Jackson, and a majority of 
people in major faith groups 
oppose immigrant family sep-
aration at the border.

While they have positive 
views of immigrants, Jackson 
said, faith groups disagree on 
immigration policy. 

White evangelical Prot-
estants (85 percent), white 
mainline Protestants (66 per-
cent), Catholics (58 percent) 

and Hispanic Protestants (53 
percent) favor more restrictive 
immigration policies, accord-
ing to PRRI. The unaffiliated 
(67 percent), black Protestants 
(55 percent) and non-Chris-
tian faiths (52 percent) oppose 
restrictive policies.

Overall, American faith 
groups are divided about the 
future of the country and 
about Trump. 

Two-thirds of white evan-
gelicals (67 percent) say the 
country is going in the right di-
rection. They are the only faith 
group to take that view, accord-
ing to PRRI. 

Less than half of white main-
line Protestants (44 percent), 
Catholics (37 percent), His-
panic Protestants (33 percent), 
non-Christian faiths (26 per-
cent), the unaffiliated (22 per-
cent) or black Protestants (18 
percent) agree.

While they may wish Trump 

would act like previous presi-
dents, two-thirds (63 percent) 
of white evangelicals say he has 
not damaged the dignity of the 
presidency, according to PRRI. 

“Majorities of all other ma-
jor religious groups agree that 
Trump has damaged the dig-
nity of the presidency,” reads 
PRRI’s report. 

Michael Wear, who worked 
on outreach to religious voters 
during both of Barack Obama’s 
presidential campaigns, was 
struck by evangelical views 
about the direction of the 
country.

“Those are incredibly, in-
credibly stunning numbers,” 
said Wear, who is chief strate-
gist and a member of the exec-
utive team for The And Cam-
paign, which seeks to combine 
biblical values and social jus-
tice.

“It’s as if we’re living in differ-
ent countries,” he said.

Among other findings: 
•Most Americans (72 per-

cent) say they are absolutely 
certain they will vote in the 
2020 presidential election. 
White evangelicals (79 per-
cent) were most likely to be 
certain they will vote. 

•Thirty-seven percent of 
black Protestants say they have 
become more religious since 
Trump was elected, as do 8 per-
cent of Hispanic Protestants. 
Twelve percent of those from 
non-Christian faiths say they 
have become less religious.

•Among faith categories, 
only the unaffiliated listed cli-
mate change as their top pri-
ority. 

•Four in ten (40 percent) 
Americans say that it is neces-
sary to believe in God in order 
to be a moral person.

•Forty-six percent of Amer-
icans identified as Christian 
right or religious right, while 

31 percent identified as reli-
gious progressives. 

Marie Griffith, director of 
the John C. Danforth Cen-
ter on Religion and Politics 
at Washington University in 
St. Louis, was surprised that 
relatively few Americans iden-
tified as religious progressives 
compared to those who called 
themselves Christian right or 
religious right.

Griffith suggested this may 
show unease with the word 
progressive, noting that many 
people, “don’t really know what 
the term progressive means.” 
She also pointed to what she 
called a surprising statistic: Ac-
cording to PRRI data supplied 
to Religion News Service, 14 
percent of both black Protes-
tants and white evangelicals 
say they believe the term reli-
giously progressive describes 
them very well — higher than 
any other group.

Trump’s conduct needs work
American faith demographics divided on Trump, but agree that President should act more presidential
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VIENNA, Va. —  The leaves were 
falling that Saturday in October a year 
ago. The Halloween skeletons dangled 
around the front door of their home in 
this Washington, D.C., suburb. Howard 
Fienberg and his wife, Marnie, were en-
joying a lazy morning when the phone 
rang.

It was Howard’s brother, Anthony, 
calling to tell the couple there’d been a 
shooting at the Tree of Life synagogue in 
Pittsburgh, where Anthony and Howard 
had attended with their parents growing 
up. He had just heard it on the news.

The Fienbergs had no doubt Joyce 
Fienberg was at services that morning. 
Howard and Anthony’s 75-year-old 
mother went to synagogue every Satur-
day — indeed, every day.

The Fienbergs tried her cellphone. 
When she didn’t pick up, they assumed 
she was busy helping others. 

That was typicalof her. 
A consummate volunteer, especially 

after her retirement and losing her hus-
band in recent years, she cared deeply for 
everyone she met.

So the Fienbergs threw some clothes 
in a bag and got in the car for the four-
hour drive to Pittsburgh.

“We quickly determined once we 
couldn’t reach my mom that we should 
go and just be supportive,” Howard Fien-
berg said. “I was under the blindly opti-
mistic assumption that her phone was off 
and that she left it behind or hadn’t paid 
attention to it because she was focused 
on helping other people.”

This weekend the Fienbergs will be 
back in Pittsburgh to remember Joyce, 
as they’ve been a dozen times since that 
awful day of the deadliest attack on Jews 
in U.S. history. The Tree of Life shooting, 
which killed 11 and wounded seven, has 
forever changed the lives of American 
Jews, who were jolted to discover they 
were not as safe as they had long as-
sumed.

The Anti-Defamation League report-
ed this week at least 12 white suprema-
cists have been arrested for alleged roles 
in terrorist plots, attacks or threats against 
the Jewish community in the year since 
the massacre. That includes another 

shooting in April at a synagogue in Po-
way, Calif., that left one worshipper dead 
and others injured.

As they partake in the Tree of Life 
anniversary events this weekend — a 
private get-together with other victim 
families, a memorial service, Torah study 
sessions, a community service project — 
the Fienberg family will contemplate the 
toll of the tragedy in different ways.

Marnie Fienberg was prompted into 
activism. She left her job as a federal 
contractor in communications strategy 
to start  “2 for Seder,” a project dedicated 
to fighting anti-Semitism by acquainting 
non-Jews with the Passover  story of the 
biblical flight from slavery to freedom.

Howard Fienberg, 45, a lobbyist for In-
sights Association, a marketing research 
trade organization, found himself rein-
vesting in the traditions of his faith. As 
a kid, he hated going to services at Tree 
of Life, preferring to ride his bike, watch 
a hockey game or play with his friends. 
Now he found himself ever more teth-
ered to the rhythms of synagogue service 
at his Virginia synagogue, Congregation 
Olam Tikvah.

“I’m much more involved in my syna-
gogue as a result of this,” he said. “What 
route that takes, I don’t know.”

Like many of those affected by the 
massacre, he is wary about what comes 
next, but is leaning on the past to guide 
him forward.

Last October, Joyce Fienberg was just 
emerging from a difficult period of griev-
ing. Two years before, she had lost her 
mother, her mother-in-law and then Ste-
phen, her husband of 50-plus years.

Fienberg was a caretaker to all three, 
shuttling between the apartment she 
shared with Stephen, an internationally 
acclaimed statistician at Carnegie Mel-
lon University, and her native Toronto, 
where her mother and mother-in-law 
both lived.

As always, she also managed to fit in 
some volunteer shifts. She had retired 
from her job as a research specialist with 
the University of Pittsburgh’s Learning 
Research and Development Center, 
opening up more time for her two pri-
mary helping jobs: one with the National 
Council of Jewish Women, which offers 
free child care to parents and guardians 
appearing in court; the other with Family 
House, an agency that provides tempo-
rary homes for patients and their families 
who are in Pittsburgh seeking medical 
treatment.

“She was very consistent,” said Marnie 
Fienberg. “You could always count on 
Joyce.”

Still in good health, Joyce began going 
daily to Tree of Life to say kaddish, the 
mourner’s prayer, for her husband and 
mother. 

After arriving in Pittsburgh in 1980, 
the family attended Tree of Life only oc-
casionally at first but made sure to enroll 
their boys in Hebrew school and Sunday 
school.

A bustling congregation with a mem-
bership of 850 families as recently as the 
1990s, Tree of Life had struggled more 
recently to keep up its membership. In 
2010, it merged with another congrega-
tion, Or L’Simcha. Later, it began renting 
out parts of the building to other small 
congregations.

Joyce Fienberg made it her mission 
to help revitalize the congregation. She 
joined the synagogue board and drove 
1.5 miles every morning from her home 
in the Shadyside neighborhood to the 
synagogue in Squirrel Hill for a brief ser-
vice in which Jews say a prayer for rela-
tives who have died. 

She did this even when she was no 
longer a mourner, standing in to help 
make a minyan, or quorum, of 10 Jews, 
the minimum required by Jewish tradi-
tion, to conduct the daily prayers. She 
often picked up Moe Lebow, an elderly 
gentleman who had difficulty driving on 
his own.

TREE OF LIFE SHOOTING STILL FEELS FRESH 

Special to The Prairie Press

Passers-by look at art that is displayed on a fence surrounding the Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh on Sept. 17, 2019. The 
first anniversary of the shooting that killed 11 worshippers at the synagogue is Oct. 27, 2019.

One year after a tragedy
One year after Tree of Life, 
a couple looks to the past 
for a way forward

Special to The Prairie Press

Howard and Marnie Fienberg are 
pictured outside their home in Vienna, 
Va. Howard’s mother, Joyce was among 
those killed in the Tree of Life Syna-
gogue attack on Oct. 27, 2018. Their 
lives have changed since the mass 
murder.

See TREE OF LIFE, Page 6B

I recently read a short 
devotional thought 
from the pen of Dr. J.B. 

Chapman, 
an early 
leader in 
my own 
denom-
ination. 
He wrote 
about 
Robinson 
Crusoe’s 
trek 
through 
an island 

in which he encountered 
another man’s tracks, 
aware then that he was 
not alone. 

Chapman compared 
that to shadows, not real-
ities, but the product of 
realities. He said there are 
shadows of things past. 
Perhaps memories are 
another way to describe 
such shadows. My mom, 
who passed away the day 
before Mother’s Day of 
this year, seems like this. 

I often, pretty much 
daily, think of her, think I 
should call her (I can’t), 
see her picture and so 
very often am reminded 
of something she did or 
said – shadows, I suppose. 

Then there are 
shadows, according to 
Chapman, of things to 
come—things yet in the 
making, like the tracks 
discovered by Robinson 
Crusoe—something yet 
in the future. God’s great 
blessings are in store for 
our future if we place our 
heart and life in his hands. 
Such shadows become 
joy unspeakable and full 
of glory. 

Several times over 
the past few weeks, I’ve 
conducted a funeral or 
memorial service, so a 
frequent reading lately 
has been the 23rd Psalm, 
“though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no 
evil, for Thou art with 
me, Thy rod and Thy staff, 
they comfort me.” Shad-
ows can be a bit scary, at 
times overly frightening – 
certainly including death 
of loved ones or friends 
– but with God, shadows 
can turn to sunlight. 

My eternal home is 
bought and paid for by 
the Son of God. That 
heavenly sunlight we 
sometimes sing about 
is a free gift from God, 
ours for the asking, and 
obedience, through Jesus’ 
name. 

The author of the 23rd 
Psalm, David, released his 
fear of death to the God 
of the universe. He was 
aware that God was with 
him. 

Death seems so much 
like a shadow, such that it 
can be very frightening, 
almost overwhelming, 
even for the believer. 

Shadows 
to sunlight

GARY
WILLIAMSON
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 6B

 SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

WASHINGTON – 
Church World Service 
honored 10 members of 
Congress for their human-
itarian leadership during a 
special Capitol Hill recep-
tion Wednesday, Oct. 23. 

The awards came as part 
of an evening celebrating 
the bipartisan support for 
the United States’ proud 
legacy of compassionate 
global leadership as reflect-
ed through humanitarian 
and poverty-focused inter-
national aid and protecting 
the U.S. refugee resettle-
ment program.   

“All of these members of 
Congress have been lead-
ers on securing Congres-
sional support for humani-
tarian and poverty-focused 
international aid and for 
protecting refugees,” said 
Church World Service 
President and CEO the 
Rev. John L. McCullough.

 “We are pleased to call 
them friends of the ecu-
menical community and 
to honor their important 
work. And we look for-
ward to our continued 
partnership with them to 
make this world a more 
just and sustainable place 
for our brothers and sis-
ters who are facing hunger, 
poverty, displacement and 
disaster.”

The organization pre-
sented awards to Sena-
tors Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), 
Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), 
Chris Coons (D-Del.), and 
James Lankford (R-Okla.), 
and Representatives Jim 
Clyburn (D-S.C.), Zoe 
Lofgren (D-Calif.), Nita 
Lowey (D-N.Y.), Mario 
Diaz-Balart (R-Fla.), Chris 
Smith (R-N.J.) and Kay 
Granger (R-Texas). Mc-
Cullough and chair of the 
board of directors the Rev. 
Patricia de Jong made the 
presentations.

“In the midst of the larg-
est refugee crisis in history, 
it is more important than 
ever that America lives up 
to its values in defending 
human rights and protect-
ing the most vulnerable 
refugees,” Durbin said after 
receiving the award. “Sadly, 
this has not been the case 
under the current admin-
istration. I am grateful for 
Church World Service’s 
critical work to welcome 
refugees to America, which 
reflects the best our coun-
try has to offer. I am hon-
ored to receive this recog-
nition and will continue 
fighting to restore our leg-
acy as a beacon of hope for 
families around the globe 
fleeing violence and perse-
cution.”

Durbin 
honored 
by Church 
World 
Service
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This became a significant 
part of her life in retirement, 
and her devotion to the syn-
agogue extended to the most 
minute details. In the month 
before the shooting, she told 
her son and daughter-in-law 
the synagogue’s dishwash-
er had broken. She had been 
looking for the right part so she 
could fix it.

That’s why family knew with 
complete certainty that she was 
at synagogue on Oct. 27, 2018. 
The gunman spewing anti-Se-
mitic invectives had stormed 
into the building carrying three 
handguns and an AR-15 and 
shooting indiscriminately.

“We thought she’d be dis-
traught,” said Marnie Fienberg. 
“And she might need us.”

The worst part was the wait-
ing. 

After pulling up to Pitts-
burgh’s Jewish Community 
Center about 3 p.m., Howard 
and Marnie Fienberg were 
ushered into a conference 
room with other Tree of Life 
family members to await an-
nouncements from the police 
and FBI about the fate of their 
loved ones.

By 11 that evening, they 
pieced together enough infor-
mation from the others in the 
room to know that Joyce Fien-
berg was not among the help-
ers or injured at the hospital. 

At 1 a.m., they were sum-
moned by Tree of Life Rabbi 
Jeff Myers, the medical exam-
iner and the coroner and in-
formed that she was among the 
victims.

The funeral took place the 
following Wednesday. The 
shiva, the seven-day period of 
mourning in which close rela-
tives sit in the house — in this 
case, Joyce Fienberg’s apart-
ment — followed.

Jewish mourning practic-
es were established to offer a 
gradual set of time frames for 
re-engaging with life. After the 
shiva, mourners are allowed to 
resume their lives and go back 
to work. 

Jewish law recommends 
a 30-day transition period 
(called the sheloshim) for 
people mourning the death 
of a parent, and an 11-month 
period during which Jewish 
tradition requires children to 
say the kaddish prayer daily for 
their dead parents in the com-
pany of at least 10 Jews.

“The masoret (or tradition) 
gives us tools and support to 
navigate an immediate loss,” 
said Rabbi David Kalender of 
Congregation Olam Tikvah in 
Fairfax, Va., Howard and Mar-
nie Fienberg’s synagogue.

In 2016, Howard had gone 
to Olam Tikvah to say kad-
dish for his father for about a 
month, then sporadically. But 
when Joyce died, he decided 
he would say kaddish for the 
full 11 months. 

Every day.
This meant changing his 

schedule. Instead of firing up 
his laptop after dinner to do 
some more work, he drove 20 
minutes to the Conservative 
synagogue, which held a short 
daily service at 8 p.m. Like 
his mother used to do, he car-
pooled with another mourner 
who was also saying kaddish 
for a parent.

“The service is just second 
nature to me now,” said How-
ard. “I’ve got enough compre-
hension and aptitude now that 
I can be a part of it properly, 
which I was never able to be-
fore. So there are these weird 
upsides of practices.”

On Rosh Hashana, the Jew-
ish new year, Howard and Mar-
nie Fienberg visited relatives 
in Florida and he said it first 
occurred to him how much he 
liked the synagogue service. 
He had changed.

Last month, that 11-month 
period of mourning ended. By 
Jewish law, Fienberg is no lon-
ger a mourner, though he will 
recite kaddish for his mother 
annually on the anniversary of 
her death (and, if he chooses, 
at four other occasions during 
the year). 

“I feel very fortunate to have 
the support structure but also 
the process to follow,” How-
ard Fienberg said. His mourn-
ing, he said, “would have been 
much worse without that pro-
cess.”

This weekend, amid all the 
anniversary events, the Fien-
bergs will be reminded they 
still are very much mourning. 
In November they will be back 
in Pittsburgh, for the dedica-
tion of the Carnegie Mellon 
Stephen and Joyce Fienberg 
Chair in Statistics. In Decem-
ber, they will gather in Pitts-
burgh again for Hanukkah.

And there’s the trial of Rob-
ert Bowers, the man accused in 
the shooting, which is expected 
to begin late next year, though 
no date has been set. The De-
partment of Justice announced 
in August that prosecutors will 
seek the death penalty.

Howard Fienberg hasn’t de-
cided if he wants to attend. 

“Do I want to hear the de-
tails?” he asked. “Not particu-
larly.”

His attitude these days 
defines the rest of his life 
post-Tree of Life, a one-day-
at-a-time approach lined with 
caution and patience. Or, as he 
liked to put it: “We’ll see.”

TREE OF LIFE
FROM PAGE 5B

However, with God as our 
Heavenly Father, trusting in 
Jesus the Savior, we can be 
overcomers. 

Those shadows turn to 
dawning, and dawning to 
noonday light. Oh, I praise the 

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Community Prayer 
Breakfast — a more than 25-
year tradition — is 8 a.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 2, at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall.

Tickets are $5 and are cur-
rently available from local 
ministers and churches, as 
well as at the door that morn-
ing. A full breakfast will be 
served by McDaniel Catering.

A new format is planned 

this year. Instead of an out-
side speaker, the emphasis 
will be prayer itself with more 
specific and focused prayers, 
including prayer for the rec-
onciliation of families, prayer 
for freedom from addictions, 
prayer for our local first re-
sponders, a unison prayer 
of praise and thanksgiving, 
prayer for our ministers, 
prayer for our community 
and our oneness, as well as the 
Lord's Prayer and more. 

Individual prayers are also 
encouraged, as well as the 
group prayers.

In addition, there will 
be music provided by Paul 
Lynch and sound by Steve 
Kile has been a part of the 
past series of breakfasts.

"This is an important op-
portunity for the Christian 
community in Paris and Ed-
gar County to visibly demon-
strate our unity, to approach 
the Lord and ask his help and 

work in our lives and life to-
gether, and to be inspired and 
uplifted by the joy of Chris-
tian fellowship,” said event 
chairman Kurt Speece. “We 
strongly encourage the Chris-
tian community to come be a 
part of our 26th Prayer Break-
fast."

The event is sponsored by 
the Paris Ministerial Fellow-
ship for the benefit of all in 
making Paris a better place to 
live and grow.

GRACE NOTES

NOV 2. COMMUNITY PRAYER 
BREAKFAST
The 26th Annual Community 
Prayer Breakfast is 8 a.m. Nov. 2 
at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 
with a full breakfast by McDaniel 
Catering. Tickets to attend are 
now available at area churches 
for $5, or they may be purchased 
at the door. . The community 
prayer breakfast is sponsored by 
the Paris Ministerial Fellowship 
and gives the faithful a chance 
to pray for the well-being of the 
community, the county and the 
country.

NOV. 2 SPAGHETTI SUPPER
The Patton United Methodist 
Church, 21775 E. 2250th Rd., is 
having a Spaghetti Supper 4-6 
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 2. The church 
is located one mile west of the 
Indiana/Illinois State Line on the 
Clark/Edgar County Line Road 
and is handicapped accessible.

NOV. 7 ART AND SOUL GUILD 
MEETS
All art lovers who have a desire 
to re-charge their creativity are 
invited to join the Art and Soul 
Creation Guild, sponsored by the 
Sisters of Providence of Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind. The 
guild meets 9:30-11:30 a.m. Nov. 
6 and repeats 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Nov. 7. The topic for November is 
“More wonders of water-based 
medium.” In addition to the 

opportunity of creating art, 
participants are guided in see-
ing how art can help develop 
a more contemplative stance. 
More information is available 
at 812-535-2952, email 
jfrost@spsmw.org or Events.
SistersofProvidence.org.

NOV. 12 TAIZÉ PRAYER
A Taizé Prayer gathering is 
7-8 p.m. (EST), Tuesday, Nov. 
12, in the Church of the Im-
maculate Conception at Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods. The hour-
long service includes prayer, 
music and a time for silence, 
spoken and silent prayers 
in a space lit primarily by 
candlelight and is a service for 
people of all faith traditions. 
More information is available 
by calling 812-535-2952 or 
visiting http://spsmw.org/
event/taize-prayer-service/
all/.

DEC. 15 PRAISE CONCERT
Elevate Praise in Martinsville 
is hosting the band Cloverton 
6 p.m. Dec. 15 at Martinsville 
High School as part of A 
Cloverton Christmas Tour. 
The opening act is vocalist 
Leanna Crawford. The concert 
is free, but seating is limited 
so tickets are required for ad-
mission. Tickets are available 
by emailing mville62442@
gmail.com.

Lord today, the victor over 
shadows.

(Gary A. Williamson is 
pastor of the First Church 
of the Nazarene. Email him 
at paris1nazarne@gmail.
com. Pastor’s Perspective is 
provided weekly by members 
of the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Honeybee Festival 
Queen, the junior miss and 
their respective courts are 
working again this year to sup-
port donations of coats for the 
Head, Hands, Heart project at 
the First Christian Church.

“There is a real need in Paris 
for winter coats again this year,” 
said program co-chair Cathy 
Melendez. 

The Head, Hands, Heart 
project has been accepting 
gently used and new coats 
since last winter’s giveaway and 
more are needed as the 2019 
distribution date approaches. 
Children between kindergar-
ten and eighth grade may select 
a winter coat from the invento-
ry at the church. Also accepted 
for the project are hats, mit-
tens, gloves and scarves. Coats 
are available from 3 to 5:30 
p.m. Nov. 8. 

“If you have ever been with-
out a coat in the cold weather, 
you know how much a warm 
coat means,” said event co-
chair Karla Pierson.

People considering donat-
ing a coat should be mindful of 
the garment’s condition.

“Jackets and coats cannot 
have broken zippers, rips or 
tears or be dirty,” said Pierson. 
“We do not have the facilities 
to wash or mend coats. If you 
wouldn’t wear it, don’t donate 
it.”

Coats for children in the kin-
dergarten through sixth grade 

span are especially needed this 
year. Monetary donations are 
also useful so the program can 
purchase new winter coats to 
fill gaps in the donated sizes. 
All cash donations are used 
only for Head, Hands Heart.

Organizers say there is an 
ongoing and growing need to 

help families obtain coats for 
their children. Last year more 
than 100 coats along with 200 
hats, scarves and gloves were 
given out. 

Coats and winter wear items 
can be dropped at the First 
Christian Church, 201 S. Main, 
through Wednesday, Nov. 7

Annual prayer breakfast is November 2

Honeybee courts support Head Hands Heart project

Special to The Prairie Press

Honeybee Festival royalty encourages everyone to donate good quality children’s coats, or cash, 
to the help the First Christian Church’s Head, Hands Heart Project. Left to right, second atten-
dant Makiah Clements, first attendant and Miss Congeniality Kelsie Dosch, honeybee queen 
Carah Colvin, junior miss Morgan Gann, first attendant Skylar Foote, second attendant Abigail 
Sanders and Miss Congeniality Hailie Myles

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

The family of Jim LeRoy Kite 
would like to thank Paris 

Health Care, Hospice, and the 
many cards, visits, and 

everyone who came to the 
celebration of life for Jim.
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BY KEN SWEET
AP Business Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — 
For 50 years, the American 
Express Green Card has 
been the card many people 
wouldn't leave home without.

Launched in 1969, the 
Green Card gave travelers 
a sense of importance they 
didn't feel carrying travelers' 
cheques. For many people, 
it was their first AmEx card. 
Over time, however, the 
Green Card became neglect-
ed in favor of its fancier sib-
lings, the Gold and Platinum 
Cards.

Now, the Green Card is get-
ting a much-needed revamp, 
with a new look and more 
travel benefits — and, yes, a 
higher annual fee.

In probably the most rad-
ical of changes, the card will 
no longer be a charge card, 
but function more like a tra-

ditional credit card with the 
ability to revolve a balance 
and pay over time. This is 
the final nail in the coffin for 
American Express' charge 
card model, which defined 
the company's image for de-
cades.

Analysts say change was 
overdue. While American Ex-
press would not share details 
on how many Green Card 
customers there are, industry 
analysts say the card's popu-
larity has been on the decline. 
Popular credit card review 
websites generally do not rec-
ommend the card in its cur-
rent iteration, citing its annual 
fee and lack of benefits.

"The Green Card is iconic. 
Often, it was the first prod-
uct that our card members 
had with us, and it carried a 
certain cachet. Now we want 
to bring it back in a modern-
ized way," said Rachel Stocks, 

executive vice president of 
global premium products and 
benefits, in an interview.

American Express sees its 
typical card user as someone 
who is relatively well-to-do, 
likes to travel, dine out and 
see entertainment. But the 
expectation is a Green Card 
user would be doing these 
activities less frequently than 
a Platinum Card user. For 
example the Green Card will 
come with a new lounge ben-
efit, but it will not provide the 
unlimited access to airport 
lounges that Platinum Card 
users enjoy.

American Express would 
never describe the new Green 
Card as its entry level cred-
it card, but that's effectively 
what it became.

The Green Card wasn't 
the first credit card — that 
achievement belongs to Din-
ers' Club. It wasn't even the 

first credit card AmEx issued 
— that distinction belongs to 
the Purple Card, a paper ver-
sion which launched in 1958.

The Green Card was orig-
inally known as The Money 
Card — colored to resemble 
American dollar bills — but 
has been widely referred to 
simply The American Express 
Card. 

The Green Card was rolled 
out a year before the Boe-
ing 747 went into service 
and international travel was 
becoming increasingly avail-
able to Americans. At the 
time, American Express' big-
gest business was travelers' 
cheques.

The card was sold like a 
ticket to an exclusive club, a 
club full of traveling business-
men. Advertisements from 
its launch into the 1970s fo-
cused on how customers had 
to apply for the card, and not 

everyone would be accepted. 
It also had an annual fee — six 
dollars, or roughly $40 in to-
day's dollars.

"Our card is a prestige in-
strument used primarily for 
travel and entertainment ... 
it is not a 'shoppers card'," 
American Express CEO 
Howard Clark told sharehold-
ers in 1969.

The card, and it's market-
ing, was a hit. The American 
Express Card became a sym-
bol for the global traveler and 
high-level executive. And the 
Green Card's design was ad-
opted across all of American 
Express cards.

"Those who had the card 
felt like they were just a little 
more special," said Kit Yarrow, 
a professor of marketing and 
advertising at Golden Gate 
State University.

While the Green Card may 
have the history, the Gold 

Card and the Platinum Card 
have received much more 
love from the company.

That's largely because 
American Express, which 
used to dominate the high-
end-credit card market, has 
faced increased competition 
from rival banks and credit 
card companies. The compa-
ny's Platinum Card now com-
petes with JPMorgan Chase's 
Sapphire Reserve Card, as 
well as Citigroup's Prestige 
Card. AmEx has been up-
ping the perks and rewards 
on the Platinum Card to keep 
customers, and has done the 
same for the Gold Card.

The Green Card was sort of 
forgotten by credit card users. 
The card had not received any 
major changes to its benefits 
since 2002.

The Green Card will now 
come with a $100 annual 

AmEx gets birthday makeover
American Express’ iconic Green Card is turning 50, now getting a new look, new benefits and new rules

See CARD, Page 8B

PRECISION COLLISION EXPANDS INTO NEW BUILDING

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

City officials and chamber of commerce members joined Chris and Patty Brewington for a ribbon cutting at the new building 
expanding their Precision Collision business to include tire and mechanical repairs. Front row, left to right, Linda Lane, Chris 
Brewington, Patty Brewington, Craig Smith, Alan Zuber, John Brinkerhoff and Lindsey Wilson. Back row, left to right, Zack 
Janis, Andrew Garvin, Harry Hughes, Chad Cline and Shane Davis.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Chris and Patty Brewington cele-
brated their 20th anniversary in busi-
ness by getting bigger.

The Brewingtons started Precision 
Collision in Paris in 1999 and Tuesday, 
Oct. 22, had a ribbon cutting for a new 
building at the intersection of Craw-
ford and High streets. The new build-
ing houses the mechanical repair and 
tire service of the business while the 
body shop, detailing and tow service 
portions of the operation remain in the 
original building at 15194 U.S. 150.

Back in 1999, the couple had no idea 
their business would expand like it has.

“We were just trying to make a liv-
ing,” said Patty Brewington. “We are 
fortunate. The community has really 
supported us.”

Chris Brewington explained they 
grew the business as opportunities 
arose. It started as a body shop repair-
ing vehicles damaged in accidents, and 
approximately six years ago began me-
chanical repairs.

“We were already doing repairs on 
our rental cars so we made that avail-
able to the public,” said Chris Brewing-
ton.

The business added a mobile auto 
glass repair service three years ago.

“We bought the tire equipment 
about a year ago and saw in a few 
months we needed to do something 
different,” he said.

The original building was not big 
enough to efficiently accommodate 
everything. The couple already owned 
the property at Crawford and High 
which has an unusual shape because 
of how Crawford Street curves at that 
location. They bought the empty lot 
without knowing specifically how they 
might use it in the future.

After deciding a new building was 
needed, Chris Brewington spent part 
of one winter designing the space and 
how to make it fit on the lot.

“I had help from others (in design-
ing),” he said. “I asked a lot of ques-
tions and the staff was involved.”

The end result is a building with at 
least six service bays, storage and office 
space, a customer service desk and a 
comfortable waiting space equipped 

with Wi-Fi stations so customers can 
stay connected while waiting for a ve-
hicle repair or tire service.

With an employee base of approx-
imately 20 people between the two 
buildings, Precision Tires Plus and Pre-
cision Collision can handle about any 
automotive repair that comes through 
the door.

Chris Brewington said Precision 
Tires Plus can get almost any brand 
of tire a customer wants, even if it is 
something not normally stocked. The 

business also carries tires for utility ve-
hicles.

When it comes to automotive re-
pairs, the shop is stocked with all of 
the equipment and diagnostic tools to 
work on any make and model of car or 
truck. The job can be as simple as an 
oil change up to the complexities of a 
frontend alignment.

The building is so new there is still a 
bit of a learning curve to the operation.

“We’ll know more in about six 
months,” said Patty Brewington.

Precision Tires Plus now open

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Precision Tires Plus at the corner of Crawford and High streets had a grand open-
ing Tuesday, Oct. 22. An extension of Precision Collision at another location, the 
new building offers a variety of automotive services.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The front office area of Precision Tires Plus has the customer service counter 
and a Wi-fi- equipped waiting where customers can be comfortable while a vehicle 
is being fixed. Chris and Patty Brewington expanded their successful Precision 
Collision auto body repair with a new building to accommodate mechanical and 
tire service.

The Social Security 
Administration will happily 
forecast individual’s future 

monthly 
retirement 
check. 
Trouble 
is, it's 
often off 
the mark. 
Under-
standing 
the  as-
sumptions 
underly-
ing the 

estimate can help one make 
smarter decisions about 
when to claim benefits.

First, of course, one 
should know how to access 
those estimates. This canbe 
done online by creating a 
"My Social Security" ac-
count at the Social Security 
Administration's site, or by 
calling 800-772-1213 to re-
quest a paper version. (The 
agency automatically sends 
paper copies to people 60 
and over if they haven't yet 
started benefits or created 
an online account.)

Social Security projects 
how much a person willl 
receive if starting benefits 
at the earliest age, 62, as 
well as what benefits are  by 
starting instead at the full 
retirement age — current-
ly 66 and rising to 67 for 
people born in 1960 or later 
— or at 70, when benefits 
max out.

HOW SOCIAL SECURITY 
ESTIMATES BENEFITS

When one applies for 
benefits, Social Security 
uses the 35 highest-earn-
ing years to calculate the 
check. Each of these years 
is indexed, or adjusted to 
reflect wage and price infla-
tion over time. The dollar 
amount one earned in 
1995, for instance, would 
be roughly doubled to 
reflect what the same wage 
is worth today.

When estimating future 
benefit, however, the 
agency assumes no future 
growth in wages or prices, 
says economist Laurence 
Kotlikoff, creator of the 
Maximize My Social Secu-
rity claiming-strategies site. 
That often creates lowball 
estimates for younger 
workers, he says.

"If you are, say, 40, this 
can produce a 20 percent 
underestimate of the actual 
benefit you'll receive," Kot-
likoff says.

On the other hand, the 
agency could be overesti-
mating benefits if income 
has peaked, since the 
assumption is that a per-
son will continue earning 

Will you 
get what 
Social 
Security 
promises?

LIZ
WESTON
NERD 
WALLET

See WESTON, Page 8B

BY DAVID KOENIG
AP Airlines Writer

DALLAS (AP) — The 
grounding of the Boeing 
737 Max has lasted far lon-
ger than airlines expected 
and has cost American and 
Southwest nearly $1 bil-
lion, with the price likely to 
go much higher.

The CEOs of both air-
lines say they are talking to 
Boeing about compensa-
tion and just hoping they 
can use their Max jets by 
early next year.

Despite the Max handi-
cap, both airlines reported 
higher third-quarter profit 
Thursday, and their shares 
rose.

Southwest has had an 
all-Boeing fleet since it be-
gan flying 48 years ago, but 
that could change. CEO 
Gary Kelly said the South-
west board has directed 
him to study whether the 
airline should start buying 
planes from other aircraft 
makers, which would al-
most certainly be Boeing's 
European rival, Airbus.

"We put our future in the 
hands of Boeing and the 
Max, and we're grounded," 
Kelly said on CNBC.

Southwest last consid-
ered an alternative to Boe-
ing planes in 2011. Kelly 
made comments then that 
were widely interpreted 
as indicating Southwest 
would consider buying 
Airbus jets if Boeing didn't 
produce a more fuel-ef-
ficient mid-size plane — 
which turned out to be the 
Max.

The grounding has cost 
Southwest $435 million 
in operating income since 
March, when regulators 
took the Max out of service 
following a second fatal 
crash. Kelly said the effect 
will spill into 2020. Amer-
ican estimated that its full-
year Max-related loss will 
be $540 million, up from a 
previous estimate of $400 
million.

American Chairman and 
CEO Doug Parker, whose 
airline canceled 9,475 
flights in the third quarter 
because of the grounding, 
said he is in early talks over 
compensation.

"We feel highly confi-
dent that the losses that 
American Airlines has in-
curred won't be incurred 
by American sharehold-
ers, but will be borne by 
the Boeing shareholders," 
Parker said on a call with 
analysts and reporters.

Parker and Kelly both 

Grounded 
Boeing 
plane 
churns 
up more 
turbulence 
at airlines

See BOEING, Page 8B
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CALL 1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017
TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate is applied. Single supplement and season surcharges may 
apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For Hawaiian Islands Cruise & Tour, Free Internet and Free Beverage Package offers vary based on cabin 
category purchased. Additional service charges are required and payable to YMT with final balance for select Set Sail offers. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel Consultant. Offers apply to 
new bookings only made by 12/31/19. Other terms & conditions may apply.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 
CRUISE & TOUR

Enjoy 7 nights aboard Holland America 
Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on 
land. You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and 
the Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming 
with marine wildlife, where you’ll pass 
glaciers, mountains, and lush forests, 
with stops in Ketchikan, Skagway, and 
Glacier Bay. On land, you’ll go deep  
into Denali National Park, tour 
Anchorage, and see the Alaska Wildlife 
Conservation Center.

Enjoy Hawaii on this island-hopping cruise 
tour. Spend 7 nights aboard Norwegian 
Cruise Line’s renovated Pride of America. 
Experience the Iao Valley on Maui, the 
beauty and charm of Hilo, Kona’s coffee-
rich “Gold Coast,” and Kauai’s Na Pali 
coast and Waimea Canyon. Your land tour 
includes Pearl Harbor and Honolulu city 
tours, and time to relax on Waikiki Beach. 
Guided on Oahu by our friendly Tour 
Directors—your local experts.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 12 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

FROM
$1,549*

$1,299*

FROM
$2,349*

$2,099*

FREE INTERNET • FREE BEVERAGE PACKAGE

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

Charleston, IL 61920

217-345-9451

Aluminum & 
Copper Colors

Jerry Brimner
Free Estimate

All work
Guaranteed

5” Residential
6” Commerical Gutter Covers

Rain-Bow
Seamless Guttering

Sunkel Excavating LLC
Justin Sunkel
Owner/Operator

sunkelexcavating@yahoo.com

Sunkel Excavating LLC

12773 E. 1100th Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)264-5848

GINA’S SCRUBS

Hrs: Wed, Thur, Fri 4pm to 7pm, Sat 10am to 4pm
1512 S Main St, Paris    217-465-3764

SHOES

REAL ESTATE AUCTION - BONFIELD, IL 

www.richardaolson.com 

Property Location:  
236 N 9000W Rd 

Bonfield, IL  
 

Beautiful Landscaped  
20 Acres includes 2400 sq ft  
3-Bdm Home, Large Heated 

Shop with Office Area,  
Brick Driveway and  

15 Acres of Farmland.  
Minutes from Kankakee. 

 
Bonfield Area within 

Herscher School District. 
 

Open House Dates: Sunday, 
October 20 & 27 @ 1-3 p.m. 

Personal Property 
Auction begins at 10 a.m. 

Saturday, November 23, 2019 @ 12:00 PM 

Auction conducted by  
Richard A. Olson & Associates  
Morris, IL  -  815-942-4266 

See website for Flyer, 
Terms, Maps, Photos 

and more information. 

www.richardaolson.com 

Property Location: 20825 E 2700 N Rd, Odell, IL 
 

3,080 SqFt 3-Bedroom, 3½-Bath, Brick Ranch Home on 9.28 Acres overlooking a 
4¼ Ac Stocked Pond, 2½-Car Garage & 30x50 Pole Building with concrete floors. 

 

Open House Dates: Sunday, November 10 & 17 from 12-2 PM 
Owner: Estate of Ollan Coyle 

 

Personal Property Auction starting at 10AM includes:  
Kubota 4x4 UTV, Polaris Snowmobile, KTX 450 Dirt Bike, Boats, Shop Items & Household Furniture. 

See website for Flyer, Terms, Maps, Photos and more information. 

See website for 
more info!!! 

REAL ESTATE AUCTION - ODELL, IL 
Sunday, December 8, 2019 at 12:00 PM 

Auction conducted by Richard A. Olson & Associates  -  Morris, IL  -  815-942-4266 

benefit for Clear, the private 
airport security service similar 
to TSA Precheck, as well as an 
annual $100 airport lounge 
credit through LoungeBuddy, 
which AmEx says will cover 
roughly two lounge visits.

The card's redesign will 
move the credit card number 
to the back of the card, while 
keeping the company's well-
known Roman Centurion 
logo and its Member Since in-
formation on the front.

To spur further interest in 
the revamped card, AmEx 
is also throwing in a sign-up 
bonus of 30,000 Membership 
Rewards points and a $100 
credit toward Away, the lug-
gage company.

The Green Card also will 
function more like a credit 
card, allowing account hold-
ers to pay off any purchase 
over time, instead of paying in 
full at the end of each month. 
Up until now, the card didn't 

allow that.
The change means AmEx 

will no longer offer a card that 
sticks to the traditional pay at 
the end of the month model.

Credit card industry watch-
ers say AmEx is catching up to 
consumers' preferences. Most 
credit card users revolve a bal-

ance and want the flexibility 
to pay off some purchases im-
mediately and pay others over 
time.

"The charge card is a bit of 
a dinosaur," said Matt Schulz, 
an industry analyst with Cred-
itCards.com

The new features on the 

card will come with a heftier 
price tag. The annual fee on 
the Green Card will increase 
to $150 from the current $95. 
AmEx has been increasing 
the annual fees on most of its 
cards in the last two years, to 
cover the cost of increased 
benefits.

CARD
FROM PAGE 7B

Special to The Prairie Press

Ira Galtman, American Express director of corporate archives, shows the original American Ex-
press Green Card, left, with its latest version in New York.

repeated their airlines main-
tain full faith in Boeing's abili-
ty to fix the plane, and they are 
eager to put them back into 
service.

Boeing said this week that it 
still expects approval this year 
from the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration for changes it is 
making to flight software and 
computers on the Max. Kelly 
said everything has to go pret-
ty perfectly for Boeing to hit 
that target. 

Southwest has taken the 
Max out of its schedule until 
early February. American and 
United, the only other U.S. 
carrier with Max jets, are aim-
ing for a January return.

Even if the FAA approves 
Boeing's changes to flight soft-
ware and computers on the 
Max, it's uncertain whether 
passengers will want to fly a 
plane connected to crashes in 
Indonesia and Ethiopia that 
killed 346 people.

"We do expect there to be 

some uneasiness in the early 
days of the aircraft's return to 
service," Southwest President 
Tom Nealon told reporters. 
"It's natural given the nature of 
the situation."

While not giving exact fig-
ures, Nealon said Southwest 
surveys show that a minori-
ty of passengers might try to 
avoid flying on the Max for a 
month or three months or six 
months.

Southwest is taking book-
ings for Max flights in Febru-
ary and beyond, and Nealon 
said there has been no book-
ing away from the plane. He 
said fewer than 1 percent of 
Southwest customers check 
the aircraft type before book-
ing a flight.

Airlines are getting a lift 
from strong travel demand 
and a decline from year-ago 
fuel prices.

Dallas-based Southwest 
earned $659 million in the 
third quarter, up 7 percent 
from a year ago, despite taking 
a $210 million hit in operating 
income from the Max ground-

ing. Adjusted earnings were 
$1.23 per share, easily beating 
analysts' average expectations 
for $1.09, according to a sur-
vey by Zacks Investment Re-
search.

Revenue rose 1 percent 
to $5.64 billion despite a 3 
percent reduction in passen-
ger-carrying capacity due to 
the Max grounding. A closely 
watched figure, revenue for 
each seat flown one mile, rose 
about 4 percent.

Southwest Airlines Co. 
shares rose $3.05, or 5.7 
percent, to $56.29 and have 
gained 21 percent this year.

Shares of American Airlines 
Group Inc. climbed $1.12, 
or 4 percent, to close $29.41. 
They are still down 8 percent 
this year.

Fort Worth, Tex-
as-based American reported 
third-quarter profit of $425 
million, a 14 percent increase, 
and lowered the top end of 
its forecast of full-year profit. 
Parker said the results should 
have been better.

American is coming off a 

dreadful summer for flight de-
lays and cancelations caused 
not only by the Max but also a 
caustic fight with unions over 
stalled contract negotiations. 

The company sued two 
unions and convinced a fed-
eral judge to agree that some 
aircraft mechanics conducted 
an illegal work slowdown this 
year, idling an unusually high 
number of planes at times. 
After a five-month break in 
negotiations, contract talks 
resumed last month.

American's problems have 
triggered speculation about a 
change in management. 

On Thursday, the normally 
laid-back Parker gave an un-
usually forceful explanation 
of how next year will be better 
than this one because Ameri-
can will get its Max jets back 
and settle the labor dispute.

"Nice to hear the renewed 
vigor," J.P. Morgan analyst Ja-
mie Baker told Parker.

"Doug, whatever coffee 
you had this morning, I'd like 
some of it," said Stifel analyst 
Joseph DeNardi.

BOEING
FROM PAGE 7B

roughly the same amount 
until applying for Social Se-
curity. Many people in mid-
life lose their jobs and never 
make as much again. Illness 
or disability could knock 
one out of the workforce 
prematurely, or one could 
stop working years before 
claiming Social Security. Any 
of those circumstances could 
result in smaller-than-pro-
jected checks.

"You can see why Amer-
icans are confused and sur-
prised when they go into the 

Social Security office with an 
old statement and learn their 
benefits will be lower than 
they thought," says William 
Meyer, founder of Social 
Security Solutions, another 
claiming-strategies site.

FAMILY BENEFITS AND 
PENSIONS CAN CHANGE THE 
NUMBERS

Other circumstances can 
upend the estimates. Some 
people will qualify for spou-
sal or survivor benefits that 
are larger than what they earn 
on their own record. Retirees 
with minor children can get 
child benefits that boost their 

WESTON
FROM PAGE 7B

checks.
Nastier surprises may 

await people who worked for 
certain government agencies 
or were employed abroad. If 
they get pensions from jobs 
that didn't pay into Social Se-
curity, the windfall elimina-
tion provision could reduce 
their Social Security checks 
significantly. 

Lawmakers intended the 
provision, and the related 
government pension offset, 
to keep people who didn't 
pay much into Social Security 
from getting more than those 
who did. But the reductions 
aren't always well publicized 
or explained, and can come 
as a shock to affected people 
who were counting on the 
amounts Social Security 
promised.

WHAT ABOUT THE SHORTFALL?
Speaking of promises, So-

cial Security's trustees say the 
system will have enough rev-
enue to pay only 77 percent 
of promised benefits starting 
in 2035, unless Congress 
intervenes.

Lawmakers are unlikely to 
allow benefits to be cut for 

people in or near retirement. 
For thos decades away, Social 
Security's lowball estimate 
could turn out to be on tar-
get. To be safe, people might 
want to assume they'll get 
even less.

If one is within 10 years 
of retirement, on the other 
hand, getting a more accurate 
estimate of the benefits can 
help one plan when to retire. 
Start with the My Social 
Security account, which 
includes a link to a retirement 
calculator that allows one  
to adjust for average future 
earnings.

The site also has a page of 
free calculators , including 
a downloadable detailed 
calculator the site accurate-
ly describes as somewhat 
unwieldy and difficult to 
use. One can pay for a more 
user-friendly option at 
Maximize My Social Security 
($40) or Social Security 
Solutions ($49.95).

Or consider a session with 
a fee-only financial planner 
who has access to similar 
robust software. This advisor 
can help fine-tune the Social 
Security estimates, and offer 
advice on claiming strategies 
and make sure retirement 
isn't based on false promises.

(Liz Weston is a columnist 
at NerdWallet, a certified 
financial planner and author of 
"Your Credit Score." Email her 
at lweston@nerdwallet.com.)

ADVERTISING:
The engine

of this free
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Puzzles CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
 1. Make ale
 5. Residue
 8. Female parent
12. Succulent plants
14. OJ’s judge
15. Czech river
16. Embarrassing predicament
18. NHL legend Bobby
19. Sunfish
20. One who acclaims
21. On the __: running away
22. Oklahoma’s “Wheat Capital”
23. The Golden State
26. Merrymake
30. Siberian nomads
31. Pock-marked
32. Baleen whale
33. Leaf-footed bug genus
34. Treasure
39. Tanzanian shilling
42. Changed
44. Intestinal pouches
46. Walked in a celebratory way
47. South American mountain 
chain
49. Jai __, sport
50. Consumed
51. Firm
56. Pubs
57. Leafy drink
58. Cured
59. Northern wind of France
60. Tax collector
61. Respite from the sun
62. American spy Aldrich
63. Central Standard Time
64. Myanmar ethnic group

Clues Down
 1. Crush
 2. Razorbill genus

 3. “Full House” actress 
Loughlin
 4. Bluish green
 5. Garlic mayonnaise
 6. Attacks repeatedly
 7. Secretion
 8. Special instance
 9. A handsome youth loved 
by Aphrodite
10. Tree genus in the 
mahogany family
11. Israeli city
13. Formed a theory

17. Remove
24. Type of light
25. Repeats
26. Certified public accountant
27. River in eastern France
28. Returned material 
authorization (abbr.)
29. Special __: military group
35. Ribonucleic acid
36. Not even
37. Power transmission belt
38. Doctor of Education
40. Type of nerve

CROSSWORD

41. Types of tops
42. Large primate
43. Flooded, low-lying land
44. Gritty
45. Gets up
47. Stake
48. Not the most
49. Swedish rock group
52. Expresses pleasure
53. Expression of boredom
54. Queen of Sparta
55. Where Adam and Eve 
were placed at the Creation

Gotham Bar and Grill, 
whose tarte Tatin — al-
though it is served only 
during apple season, and 
never listed on the menu — 
has a cult following. Instead 
of slices, he serves a whole 
round, fat tarte as dessert 
for two (though it can easily 
serve four).
   Paprocki’s method is simple 
and sensible. Dry out the ap-
ples before the tarte is made. 
He peels and quarters his ap-
ples — firm heirloom breeds 
like Braeburns or Cripps 

Pinks, though Honeycrisps 
and Granny Smiths will 
do — two days in advance, 
refrigerating them in uncov-
ered tubs with a fan running 
to encourage evaporation.

I just leave them in bowls 
in my refrigerator, lightly 
covered with paper towels. 
The outer layer dries out and 
turns a bit leathery, which 
seems to help the apples hold 
their shape in the pan. The 
pieces will brown unappetiz-
ingly, but who cares? Later, 
they will brown appetizingly 
when you make the tart.

In the event the apples 
are awash in liquid during 

the stovetop stage, tilt the 
pan and spoon it out a few 
tablespoons at a time, until 
the liquid is just high enough 
to soak the rim of the pastry. 
Don’t get overzealous and 
pour it all out; the sweet juice 
and natural pectin from the 
apples help form the shiny 
glaze making tarte Tatin look 
so appealing.

For anyone afraid to try the 
tarte Tatin, I’m also including 
a recipe for apple crisp, a 
dessert always popular at any 
dinner table. It’s an easy to 
complete recipe and is per-
fect served warm with vanilla 
ice cream or whipped cream.

My sister makes the best 
apple dumplings around. 
At one time, we were trying 
to convince her to sell at 
the Covered Bridge Festival 
because I guarantee it would 
be the best treat there. That 
never happened but she still 
makes apple dumplings when 
her time allows. I don’t have 
her recipe but I am including 
one I have used in the past 
with great results.

Enjoy the fruit of the sea-
son — apples!

(Nancy Zeman is the 
part-owner and publisher of 
The Prairie Press. Email her at 
nzeman@prairiepress.net.)

ZEMAN
FROM PAGE 1B

APPLE DUMPLINGS

Ingredients

The Sauce:
1 cup water
1 cup granulated sugar
1/4 teaspoon cornstarch
1 teaspoon cinnamon
2 tablespoons butter

The Dough:
2 cups all-purpose flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup Crisco solid shortening, 

cold
7 tablespoons milk, very cold

The  Apples:
6 small Granny Smith apples, or 

Gala or Macintosh
6 tablespoons butter
Sugar & cinnamon for sprinkling 

over apples

The Sauce
Add the water, sugar, corn-

starch, cinnamon and butter to 
a small saucepan.  Bring to a 
boil over high heat.  Reduce to 
medium heat and allow to sim-
mer for about 4 to 5 minutes.  
Remove from heat and allow to 
cool while preparing the dough 
and apples.

The Apples
Peel and core the apples.  

Place the apples in a large bowl 
of ice water to protect them 
from turning brown.  However, 
it doesn’t matter if they turn 
brown.  They are going to be 
baked anyway.  If apples are 
placed in ice water, make sure to 
pat them dry with a paper towel 
before wrapping them in the pie 
dough.

The Dough
In a large bowl, whisk togeth-

er the flour, baking powder and 
salt.  Using a pastry blender or 
two forks, cut the shortening 
into the flour mixture until small 
pieces form in the size of peas.  
Add the milk and mix with your 
hands or a fork just until it forms 
a ball.  Wrap the dough in plastic 
wrap and place in the refrigera-
tor while preparing the apples.

Place the dough on a floured 
surface.  Pat the dough into 
a rectangle.  Using a bench 
scraper or knife, cut the dough 
into six equal pieces. 

Place one piece at a time on a 
lightly floured surface.  Roll each 
piece into a thin piece of dough, 
big enough to come up the sides 
and to the top of an apple.

  The dough doesn’t need to 
be a perfect square or anything, 
just big enough.

Place an apple on a piece of 
rolled out dough.  Place about 1 
tablespoon of butter in the hole 
of the apple.  More can be added 
moreaccording to tasts, as long 
as it will fit.  Generously sprinkle 
cinnamon and sugar over the 
top of the apple.

Wrap the dough around the 
sides of dough and seal it on the 
top.  I use a bench scraper to 
go under the dough all around 
the apple first, to make sure it’s 
not sticking to the work surface.  
Note:  Cup the hands around 
the apple, molding the dough 
upward against the apple.  The 
dough doesn’t need to be very 
thick around the apple.  I try 
to make it as thin as possible.  
Besides, the excess dough is 
needed for making leaves and 
stems.  Pinch off any excess 
dough on the top of each apple 
and save it for the stems and 
leaves.  Make sure there are no 
openings in the dough.

Place the apples in a buttered 
9 x 13 baking dish, making sure 
they are spaced at least one 
inch apart.

Roll out the extra dough and 
use a small leaf cookie cutter 
to cut leaves.  Then use those 
dough scraps to form tiny log 
shapes to use as stems.  Bakers 
without a tiny leaf cookie cutter, 
can use a sharp knife and form 
free cut leaves.

Place a dough stem on top 
of each apple, pressing down 
slightly on the bottom to mold 
it into the dough on top of the 
apple.  Form it however one 
prefers.   I slightly bend over the 
top of the stem.  

Place a leaf on each side 
of the stem and slightly press 
down on the stem of the leaf to 
mold it into the dough on the 
apple.

Pour the sauce over the 
dumplings.  Sprinkle with some 
additional sugar, if desired.  
Bake for about 45 to 50 minutes 
until the pie crust is a golden 
brown and the apples are tender 
when tested with a sharp knife.

Spoon the sauce back up 
over the apples and serve warm 
with ice cream or a favorite 
topping.

Refrigerate leftovers for up to 
three days.

To reheat, place in a micro-
wave for about one minute. 

 The sauce will be thicker the 
second day but tastes just as 
good.

APPLE CRISP

Ingredients
Fruit filling:
6 baking apples, peeled, cored, 

and cut into wedges
1 tablespoon lemon juice
1/2 cup sugar
2 tablespoons flour

Topping:
1 1/4 cups flour
1/2 cup rolled oats
1/2 cup light brown sugar
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon salt
12 tablespoons butter (1 1/2 

sticks), chilled and cut into 
small pieces

1/2 cup nuts, coarsely chopped 
and toasted

Preheat the oven to 350 
degrees F. 

For the fruit filling, in a large 
mixing bowl, toss together the 
apples, lemon juice, sugar and 

flour. Pour the apple mixture 
into a buttered 2-quart baking 
dish and set aside. 

For the topping, in a large 
mixing bowl, mix the flour, rolled 
oats, brown sugar, cinnamon 
and salt. With a food processor, 
a pastry blender, or your fingers 
work the butter into the flour 
mixture just until it comes 
together and large clumps form. 
Fold nuts into mixture.

Sprinkle the topping evenly 
over the fruit. Bake the apple 
crisp until the fruit is bubbling 
and the topping is golden brown 
and crisp, about 45 minutes.

Serve the crisps warm with 
vanilla bean ice cream or fresh 
whipped cream, if desired.
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This Month’s Guide for Staying Healthy 

Appointment Numbers 
Dr. Ash, Dr. Karagiorogos, 
Sherri Morrison, PA & Katie 
Wilson, FNP: 217-366-2670 

Dr. Namburi: 812-242-3225       

Tyler Beers: 217-465-8411 Dr. Nasser: 812-232-8164 

Dr. Davison: 217-383-3100 Dr. Patel: 217-465-2606 
x4690 

Dr. Deranian: 217-233-3101 Dr. Shatagopam: 
812-242-3175 

Bradley Grissom, APN: 
217-554-1700 

Dr. Tazudeen: 217-431-8400 

Dr. Huh: 812-232-1418 Dr. Wiarda: 217-258-5900 

Dr. Jeevan: 812-232-8716 Dr. Yang: 217-466-4661 

Dr. Main: 217-383-3190  
Pain Management Clinic: 217-466-4226 

Employed Providers 
Cardiology 
Donna Kerns, FNP 
Dermatology  
Angela Hamilton, FNP 
Joy Williams, FNP 
Endocrinology 
Dr. Rico 
Karen Smith, FNP 
EZ Care  
Josh Childress, FNP 
Jacqueline Coffman, PA 
Carrie Cunningham, FNP 
Jolena Martin, PA 
Kacey McGuire, FNP 
Michelle Miller, FNP 

Mallory Simonton, FNP 
Tabitha Wood, FNP 
Matt Woodruff, PA 
Family Practice  
Casey Anderson, FNP 
  (Oakland) 
Dr. Bajaj (Oakland) 
Dr. Fore 
Kristina Gabbard, FNP    
  (Chrisman) 
Dr. Gorasiya 
Debbie Griffin, FNP 
Danielle Ireland, FNP    
  (Chrisman) 
Dr. Kumar 

Charlene Moore, FNP 
Kayla Ogle, FNP 
Dr. Sheikh 
Samantha Volstorf, FNP 
General Surgery 
Dr. Cozacov 
Dr. Li 
Gynecology 
Susan Arp, FNP 
Dr. Horvat 
 

Hospitalist 
Jennifer Likens, FNP 
Dr. Sutton 

Tiffany Turner, FNP 
NAL Health Clinic 
Paige Wampler, FNP 
Nursing Home Care 
Ann Bogue, FNP 
Dr. Gorasiya 
Amanda Talamantes, FNP 
Occupational Health  
Sara Spesard, FNP 
Crystal White, FNP 
Orthopedics  
Angela Hamilton, FNP 
W. Andrew Hodge, MD 

Ronald Wheeler, MD 
Pain Management 
Adam Schneider, 
CRNA 
Lee Webber, CRNA 
Scott Williamson, 
CRNA  
Podiatry/ 
Wound Care 
Dr. Holloway 
Urogynecology  
Dr. Menchaca 

217-463-1946 

Visiting Specialists 
Cardiology 
  

Bradley Grissom, APN (Mon)—11 
Dr. Namburi (Fri)—15, 22 
Dr. Nasser (Thurs)—7, 14, 21 
Dr. Shatagopam (Thurs)—7, 21 
Dr. Wiarda (Wed)—6, 20 

Nephrology Dr. Jeevan (Tues/ Thurs/ Fri)—5, 
14, 15 

Neurology Dr. Tazudeen (Tues)—5, 12, 19 
Oncology Dr. Huh (Mon)— 

Dr. Patel (Thurs)—7, 14, 21 
Ophthalmology (Eye) Dr. Deranian—Clinic 27; Surgery 26 
Pulmonology, Adult Dr. Main (Wed)—13, 27 
Pulmonology, Pediatric Dr. Davison (Fri)—8 
Urology Dr. Yang (Tues)—5, 12, 19 
Vascular Surgery Sherri Morrison, PA (Tues)—19 

Gastroenterology Tyler Beers (Tues)—12, 26 

Special Events & Groups 
Ladies Night Out 
“Pound & Pour” 

Nov. 4 @ 5 pm & 6:30pm 
(Lot 50 Brewing, Paris) 

Stay Strong, Live Long Nov. 5, 12, 19, 26 @ 10am 
(Sutton Senior Care) 

Parkinson’s Support Group Nov. 6 & 20 @ 2pm (Senior 
Care) 

PCH Volunteers’ Christmas 
Open House 

Nov. 6 & 7 @ All day (A) 
Nov. 8 @ Until noon (A) 

Nurse Practitioners Week Nov. 10-16 

Bariatric Support Group Nov. 18 @ 6pm (A) 
Diabetes Support Group Nov. 19 @ 10am (A) 

Caregiver Support Group Nov. 20 @ 3pm (A) 

Health Screenings Nov. 22 @ 7-9am (Paris Clinic) 
Cancer Support Group Nov. 26 @ 10am (A) 

*Parenthesis indicate conference room/location. 

Hospital Fundraiser Nov. 9 @ 6pm (Eveland Gym) 

721 East Court Street, Paris • 217-465-4141  • MyHorizonHealth.org 

CLOSURES:   Thurs, Nov. 28 (Thanksgiving)―All clinics & EZ Care clinics closed.  
          Friday, Nov. 29 — All clinics closed. 
                 EZ Care clinics open 9am to  7pm. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
Grace Poynter, left, and Michelle Creech, middle, were recog-
nized for having completed one year of employment with the 
Human Resources Center of Edgar and Clark Counties. Executive 
Director Jonathan Burns, right, made the presentation during 
the HRC staff recognition program Wednesday, Oct. 23.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

These 10-year employees were honored during the Human 
Resources Center of Edgar and Clark Counties staff recognition 
program. Left to right, Heather Melton, Jonathan Burns and 
Barbara Kendall.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Jenna Crockett was recognized for her 15 years of employment 
at the Human Resources Center of Edgar and Clark Counties. 
HRC Executive Director Jonathan burns made the presentation.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The staff at the Austin House was named the Work Group of the 
Year during the Human Resources Center of Edgar and Clark 
Counties staff recognition program Oct. 23. Representing the 
Austin House staff are Kylie Tumey, left, and Mary Alice Parks, 
right. HRC Executive Director Jonathan Burns, center, made the 
presentation.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Betsy Siebert, left, received the Vision Award during the recent 
staff recognition program at the Human Resources Center of 
Edgar and Clark Counties. The award recognized her positive 
attitude toward making HRC an awesome place to work. HRC Ex-
ecutive Director Jonathan Burns, right, made the presentation.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Erin Cartright, right, received the Director’s Choice Award 
during the Human Resources Center staff recognition program 
Wednesday, Oct. 23. HRC Executive Director Jonathan Burns 
made the presentation noting Cartright’s diligence to improving 
HRC’s billing system and for being a goal oriented team worker.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Human Resources Center of Edgar and Clark Counties 
named the Forsythe Land Group as the recipient of the 2019 
Community Service Award noting the company’s long commit-
ment to improving Clark County through a variety of projects 
and contributing $284,000 of in-kind services to HRC during 
the past year. HRC Executive Director Jonathan Burns, left, 
presented the award to Forsythe representatives Amie Kennedy, 
center, and Laura Whitaker, right.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Nicole Parker, left, was recognized for her out of the box think-
ing and willingness to go the extra distance for clients during 
the staff recognition program at the Human Resources Center 
of Edgar and Clark Counties. HRC Executive Director Jonathan 
Burns, right, presented Parker with the Mission Award.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

These women reached a milestone with the Human Resources 
Center of Edgar and Clark Counties having completed five years 
of employment with the mental health provider. Left to right, 
Johanna Westin, Janet Rutter, Marilyn Talbott and HRC Executive 
Director Jonathan Burns.

HRC recognizes standout employees



SATURDAY,  
OCTOBER 26, 2019 11B

TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
kim@prairiepress.net

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free 
estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

Spencer Siding-Soffit-Flat Roofs 
and Construction Call 264-1567

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, Downtown 
Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. One item 
to a complete household. Call 
Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, 
Sat. 9 am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

708 Wabash 
Sat. Nov. 2   8am - 4 pm
Furniture, cookbooks, bike, trunk, 
toys, bottles, tools, clothes, 
antiques, collectables, dishes, 
much more variety
8am - 4pm

Local company seeking a full time 
driver. Class A CDL required. All 
local driving; 100% company paid 
health insurance plus pension. 
$1500 sign on bonus. Call 
217-465-7621

Help Wanted
Full Time CNA’s, Nurses and 
Dietary.
Must be Licensed and able to 
pass drug screen.
Competitive Wages and Benefits
Apply at Marshall Nursing and 
Rehab.
410 N. 2nd St  Marshall   
Monday - Friday

The Survivor Resource Center 
is seeking a dedicated individual 
to provide counseling to survivors 
of sexual violence. Qualified 
candidates will have a bachelor’s 
degree in Social Work, Psychology 
or related Human Services Field. 
This position with be primarily 
located in the Paris Illinois Office 
with travel to Danville weekly.

Requires excellent communica-
tion skills, ability to work with a 
diverse population and a team-fo-
cused approach. A strong under-
standing of vicarious trauma is a 
must and child and youth coun-
seling experience is preferred. 
On call rotation required.  Must 
have a valid driver’s license and 
reliable transportation as travel is 
required.  Salary commensurate 
with experience.  Health insurance 
available. 

SRC is an equal opportunity 
employer continually seeking to 
diversify its staff. We encourage 
people who bring diverse back-
grounds and perspectives to 
apply.

Send resume, cover letter, and 
three professional references by 
November 8th, 2019 to Clinical 
Director 923 N. Vermilion Street 
Danville, IL 61832 or by e-mail to:      
asstdirector@survivorresource-
center.org

15” Barrel Saddle For Sale
Call (217) 466-6891

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

TRAINING/EDUCATION
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR - BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING FINANCIAL 
AID IF QUALIFIED. JOB 
PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

Huge 2-Day Antique
Estate Auction

amantiqueauction.com
Sat. Nov. 2nd 9:30am

Sun. Nov. 3rd 10am
200 Veterans Dr.

Millstadt, IL
100’s of Antiques!

10% Buyers Premium
(618) 210-7574

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

HOUSE FOR RENT
2 bedrm, appliances furnished, 
2 story, quiet neighborhood, in 
District 95. Deposit required. 
References. No pets. $575/
month  phone: 217-251-7513 or 
217-251-3262

Nice 2 bdrm 2 bath with garage
Crestwood Dist. No pets
$650 plus dep.
217-264-1379 leave message

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath home for 
sale.Approx. 1700 square feet 
with working wood fireplace
2 car attached garage and deck 
on the back. Asking $145,000. 
Call (217) 826-3100 to view this 
home.    
22298 N Hwy 1  Marshall, IL

Land For Sale
35.6 Acres 10 tillable
on Ernest Rd. Marshall, IL
Prime Deer Hunting
 Call 219-588-4740

Land For Sale 
85 irrigated tillable acres
on River Road West Union, IL
Call 219-644-8713

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing in 
Paris, IL. Rent based on income. 
One bedroom with washer/dryer, 
pet friendly. One month free rent. 
(309) 673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 1 bedroom, water, heat, and 
trash included. No Pets. $420 
dep. $420 mo.
Call 217-466-8280

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

“WINNING” HALLOWEEN
COSTUMES 50% OFF
Adult & Teen Sizes
Je T’aime Boutique
213 E. Washington St.
Paris 217-463-1500
Halloween Hrs: Sat. Noon - 5pm
Mon. - Fri.  Noon - 8pm

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF
EARL JACK SWARTHOUT, 
Deceased 

No. 2019 -P- 48

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death 
of EARL JACK SWARTHOUT. 
Letters of Office wereissued on 
September 24, 2019 to Prospect 
Bank, 177 W. Wood Street, Paris, Il. 
61944, as Executor whose attor-
ney is FRUIN & KASH (Richard M. 
Kash, Jr.), 129 N. Central Ave.,
Paris, IL 61944.

Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at
the Edgar County Courthouse, 
Paris, Illinois, 61944, or with the 
representative, or both, on
or before April 13, 2020 and any 
claim not filed within the applica-
ble period is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and
to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

PROSPECT BANK,
Executor

FRUIN & KASH (Richard M. Kash, 
Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: 217/ 465-4196
FAX: 217/ 466-1213

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF CAROLYN M. CURL 
Deceased

No. 2019 P 45

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
CAROLYN M. CURL. Letters of 
Office were issued on September 
20, 2019, to CATHERINE 
JENNINGS, 131 Cortland Circle, 
Leominster, Massachusetts 01453
as Independent Co-Executor, 
whose Attorney is S. Craig Smith, 
Asher & Smith, 1119 N. Main 
Street, P. O. Box 340, Paris, IL 
61944.

Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 61944, 
or with the representative, or 
both, on or before March 30, 2020 
(at least six months from the date 
of the first publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten 
days after it has been filed.

Dated this 7th day of October, 
2019.

CATHERINE JENNINGS
Representative

Craig Smith
Asher &amp; Smith
1119 N. Main Street
P. O. Box 340
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217/465-6444
Fax: 217/463-2486

State Of Illinois
In The Circuit Court Of The 

Fifth Judicial Circuit
Edgar County – In Probate

In The Matter Of The Estate Of 
Mickey C. St. Clair, 
Deceased.

No. 2019-P-49

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 

- CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death of 
MICKEY C. ST. CLAIR, of Brocton 
Illinois, who died on August 
22, 2019. Letters of Office as 
Independent Executor were issued 
on October 7, 2019 to AUTUMN 
ST. CLAIR, 204 East Third Street, 
Brocton, Illinois 61917; whose 
attorney is E. Robert Anderson of 
Anderson Law Offices, 1204 North 
Main Street, P.O. Box 10, Paris, 
Illinois 61944.

Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Paris, Edgar County, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before April 13, 2019 
and any claim not filed within that 
period is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the Executor and to 
the attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

    
Autumn St. Clair, 
Independent Executor

 By: E. Robert Anderson

Anderson Law Offices
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
alo@robandersonlaw.com 
(217) 465-3535

Public notice is hereby given 
that on November 12, 2019, at 
8:30 AM the commissioners of 
DRAINAGE DISTRICT NO. 9 OF 
THE TOWN OF EMBARRASS 
will hold an annual meeting of 
the District for the purpose of 
discussing the items listed on the 
Agenda below, and such other 
matters which may come before 
the Commissioners. The meeting 
shall be held at the following 
location:

Richard James Law Office
328 N Central
Paris, IL 61944

AGENDA

1.  Public Comments
2.  Approval of Prior Meeting 
Minutes
3.  Review and Approval of Annual 
Financial Report
4.  Consider and Take Action on 
Annual Levy
5.  New Business
6.  Adjournment

Prepared by:
Richard L James, Attorney at Law
328 N. Central
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 465-2529

Public notice is hereby given that 
on November 8, 2019, at 9:00 
AM the commissioners of UNION 
DRAINAGE DISTRICT NO. 1 OF 
THE TOWNS OF EMBARRASS 
AND KANSAS will hold an annual 
meeting of the District for the 
purpose of discussing the items 
listed on the Agenda below, and 
such other matters which may 
come before the Commissioners. 
The meeting shall be held at the 
following location:

Bill Guyer’s Farm
2547 E 1000th Rd
Kansas, IL 61933

AGENDA

1.    Public Comments
2. Approval of Prior Meeting 
Minutes
3.   Review and Approval of Annual 
Financial Report
4.  Consider and Take Action on 
Annual Levy
5.    New Business
6.    Adjournment

Prepared by:
Richard L James, Attorney at Law
328 N. Central
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 465-2529

Public notice is hereby given that 
on November 8, 2019, at 8:00 AM 
the commissioners of DRAINAGE 
DISTRICT NO. 7 OF THE TOWN 
OF BUCK will hold an annual 
meeting of the District for the 

purpose of discussing the items 
listed on the Agenda below, and 
such other matters which may 
come before the Commissioners. 
The meeting shall be held at the 
following location:

Richard James Law Office
328 N Central
Paris, IL 61944

AGENDA

1.     Public Comments
2. Approval of Prior Meeting 
Minutes
3.    Review and Approval of Annual 
Financial Report
4.  Consider and Take Action on 
Annual Levy
5.    New Business
6.    Adjournment

Prepared by:
Richard L James, Attorney at Law
328 N. Central
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 465-2529

NOTICE OF HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT a 
petition requesting an amend-
ment to the City of Paris Zoning 
Ordinance (Ordinance No. 29, 
Series 1968) was filed on the 

15th day of October, 2019, in the 
office of the City Clerk, Paris 
City Hall, 206 South Central 
Avenue, Paris, Illinois 61944, to 
rezone the following described 
real estate:

S12 T13 R12 Lots 89, 90, 91 & 
92 WS O’HAIRS’s Addition to 

the City of Paris
PREIN: 09-18-12-254-003

Commonly known as 506 E. Van 
Buren., Paris IL 61944

Being situated in Edgar County, 
Illinois, and located from R-2, 
Single Family Residential 
District, to M-1 Commercial 
District, as designated in said 
zoning ordinance.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE 
THAT a public hearing before 
the City Plan Commission on 
said petition will be held at the 
Paris City Council Chambers, 
206 South Central Avenue, 
Paris, Illinois 61944 on the 12th 
day of November, at the hour of 
4:00 o’clock p.m.

Dated this 24th day of October, 
2019.

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

LIVE AUCTION! 
BERNADINE HANNA DOWNSIZE AUCTION!!!
Saturday, November 2nd @ 10 a.m. IL time

21750 N. 2250 St. Dennison, IL 62423

Click the auctionzip link
 @ calliebaberauction.com for pictures! 

HORNER INDUSTRIAL GROUP, family owned and operated 
since 1949, is a leading provider in the Midwest Region of in-
dustrial electro-mechanical rotating equipment repair.

Due to the continuing growth of our business at our Motor Re-
pair Shops in TERRE HAUTE and INDIANAPOLIS IN we are 
adding positions for candidates with 3+ years of experience as:

ELECTRIC MOTOR WINDERS – AC and/or DC, three-phase, 
random and form wound, armatures, wound rotors and trans-
formers.

AC and DC MOTOR TECHNICIANS – Disassemble, inspect, 
clean, repair, test and reassemble AC and DC motors and 
equipment.

MANUAL MACHINISTS – Manual/conventional lathe and 
milling operations (NOT CNC).

FIELD SERVICE TECHNICIANS – Onsite Diagnosis, mainte-
nance, repair and installation of electro-mechanical rotating 
equipment.

Horner offers RELOCATION ASSISTANCE, competitive wages, 
comprehensive healthcare benefits, 401(k) plan with employer 
match, and an excellent working environment.

To learn more about us and to read detailed job descriptions or 
to submit an application - please visit our website at 
www.hornerindustrial.com/jobs or email your resume to 
Kelly.Russell@hornerindustrial.com

Horner Industrial Group is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Powered by Service, Quality and Value

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach homes 
and businesses in Edgar County, three heavy-duty, all-weather 
signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 fluorescent green 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale checklist, sales 
record form.  All for $10.00!!!! 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris    217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT

Call
Today

or 
Stop By

Seeking full-time

SALESPERSON
for

Guaranteed salary for the 1st three
months then commission based.

Send resume and letter to 
101 N. Central

 Paris, IL 61944

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE



BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Lawmakers and 
Illinois Department of Transportation 
officials released details of a new $23.5 
billion multi-year plan for revamping 
the state’s roads and bridges Monday at 
a bipartisan event in Springfield. 

Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker stood 
in front of two orange work trucks and 
a fleet of yellow-vested construction 
workers as he and speakers from both 
parties hailed the plan as one that will 
stimulate the state’s economy and ush-
er in a new era of bipartisanship and 
effective government in Illinois. 

Acting IDOT Secretary Omer Os-
man, a Pritzker appointee, said slightly 
more than $9 billion of the $23.5 bil-
lion that will be spent from fiscal years 
2020-2025 will come from the federal 
government, about 39 percent of the 
total funding. He said the passage of 
the horizontal infrastructure bill this 
May upped the state’s contribution to 
the multi-year plan from 12 percent to 
58 percent. 

The money will go toward maintain-
ing 4,212 miles of roadways and 9.2 
million square feet of bridges, accord-
ing to the governor’s office. The proj-
ects on the list were identified based 
on the principles of asset management 
to maximize system performance and 
minimize lifecycle costs.

Factors that help determine which 
projects will be completed and the 
order of construction include crash 
history, pavement condition, average 
daily traffic and bridge condition. 

“This is a big change from how previ-
ous capital programs have done this in 
the past when the state would let roads 
and bridges deteriorate so thorough-
ly that repairs have cost taxpayers far 
more than if they'd been maintained 
to a minimum standard,” Pritzker said. 
“Instead, we are embarking on a new 
regimen of investing on the front end. 
This is a historic improvement which 
will save taxpayers potentially billions 
of dollars over the long run.”

According to the governor’s office, 
75 percent of the funds is allocated to 
reconstructing and preserving road-
ways and bridges, while 16 percent is 
dedicated to strategically expanding 
the system in areas where data have 
shown the investment will be highly 
effective. The rest will go to necessary 

traffic and safety improvements.
In total, $7.58 billion will go toward 

roadway reconstruction and preserva-
tion, $4.99 billion to bridge replace-
ments and repairs, $1.59 billion to 
safety and system modernizations, 
$3.08 billion to strategic expansion of 
the system and $2.11 billion for system 
support such as engineering and land 
acquisition, according to the gover-
nor’s office. 

Pervasive during the news confer-
ence were questions about the ethics 
of the project selection process, given 
the ongoing probe of one of the capital 
bill’s chief architects, Sen. Martin San-
doval, and a growing list of other gov-
ernment officials.

In his public remarks, Pritzker said 
the state would follow, “a rigorous and 
objective procurement process with 
the highest standards of transparency 
and ethics,” and, “taxpayers need to 
know that their resources are being 
used wisely and effectively.” 

“Let me be clear about something. 
There is no, no acceptance in any way 
whatsoever — in fact, a full-throated 
rejection by my administration, by this 
IDOT — of any of the deception of the 
corruption that has been uncovered 
and that may yet be uncovered,” Pritz-
ker said when asked about the ongoing 
federal probe. “We are being extreme-
ly focused and careful to make sure 

that every dollar that gets spent in this 
capital plan is done completely above 
board and done the right way and with 
taxpayers in mind.”

There have been no official charges 
of wrongdoing resulting from several 
high-profile raids on elected officials in 
recent weeks. But Sandoval, a Chicago 
Democrat who carried the horizontal 
infrastructure bill in the Senate and 
hosted a series of committee hearings 
across the state to build support for 
it, resigned as chairman of the Senate 
Transportation Committee following 
raids on his Statehouse and district of-
fices in September. 

Sandoval has not appeared publicly 
since those raids occurred, and he was 
not at the news conference Monday. 
But Sens. Andy Manar, D-Bunker Hill, 
and Don DeWitte, R-St. Charles, who 
traveled the state with Sandoval’s com-
mittee, each praised the bill and the 
processes in place to determine how 
the money will be spent. 

“Ultimately, beyond just repairing 
roads and fixing bridges that are in des-
perate need of repair, this bill … is go-
ing to put thousands of people, thou-
sands of people to work in all parts of 
Illinois,” Manar said. “That helps out 
every part of our state's economy, and 
this is a sustainable program that's go-
ing to be paying dividends to the peo-
ple of the state for years to come.”

NANCY ZEMAN,  
217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

CONTACT  
US:

CONTACT  YOUR  
LEGISLATOR

SEN. CHAPIN ROSE (R)
217-607-1853
www.senchapinrose.com

SEN. DALE A. RIGHTER (R)
217-235-6033
www.dalerighter.com

REP. BRAD HOLBROOK (R)
217-782-8388
www.rephalbrook.com

REP. CHRIS MILLER (R)  
217-558-1040
repcmiller.com
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Veto session: what to know
Lawmakers to mull pension consolidation, Chicago issues, ethylene oxide ban and more 

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – For the 
first time since the General As-
sembly adjourned its historic 
regular legislative session in ear-
ly June, lawmakers will be back 
at the Capitol for more legisla-
tive action next week.

The annual veto session, so 
called because it’s the Legisla-
ture’s first opportunity to over-
ride the governor’s vetoes each 
year, will convene Oct. 28-30 
and Nov. 12-14. 

While the session had served 
as a battleground between for-
mer Republican Gov. Bruce 
Rauner and Democrats in the 
General Assembly in recent 
years, this year’s installment 
will feature a Statehouse under 
complete Democratic control. 

And since Democratic Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker completed virtual-
ly his entire first-year legislative 
agenda earlier this year and ve-
toed only eight of the 599 bills 
that passed both chambers, a 
number of new legislative pro-
posals have surfaced for poten-
tial action for the upcoming 
session. 

PENSION CONSOLIDATION 
In recent days, a task force 

formed by Pritzker recom-
mended the state consolidate 
649 suburban and downstate 
police and firefighter pension 
funds into just two, saying the 
move would generate billions 
of dollars in additional earnings 
and cut administrative costs 
over the next 20 years.

The funds would be consol-
idated into one each for fire-
fighters and police. The Illinois 
Fraternal Order of Police Labor 
Council expressed strong con-
cerns about the recommenda-
tions of the task force in a state-
ment, while the Associated Fire 
Fighters of Illinois said it sup-

ports the recommendations.  
Pritzker said this week lan-

guage for the bill is being put 
together now. 

The bill would not address 
the more than $130 billion in 
unfunded pension liabilities 
facing state government, as the 
funds that would be consolidat-
ed are funded by local munici-
palities, not the state. 

CHICAGO, GAMBLING ISSUES 
In her budget address this 

week, Chicago Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot called on state law-
makers to authorize the city to 
increase its real estate transfer 
tax, to support a Chicago casi-
no, and to develop a statewide 
pension reform package.

While details of a statewide 
pension reform package remain 
murky and it is unclear if the 
mayor will find support for the 
real estate transfer tax change, 
Emily Bittner, spokeswoman 
for Pritzker, said the governor 
encourages dialogue on the 
city’s proposals. 

“Cities around the state face 
enormous fiscal challenges, 
and the governor believes that 
balancing Chicago’s budget is 
an important step in stabiliz-
ing our overall fiscal health to 
benefit all our state’s residents. 
The governor will encourage 
the General Assembly to give 
the mayor’s proposals their full 
consideration during the veto 
session,” she said. 

Legislation addressing the 
Chicago casino could be part 
of a broader package making 
changes to a massive gambling 
expansion bill which passed in 
June.

INSULIN COSTS
Democratic state lawmakers 

have hosted several news con-
ferences in recent weeks calling 
for a bill to cap out-of-pocket 

insulin costs at $100 per month 
for some insurance plans. 

Senate Bill 667 (Amend-
ment 1) would create the cap 
on state-regulated plans, but 
not for those that are subject to 
federal regulation. 

Sen. Andy Manar, D-Bun-
ker Hill, and several Demo-
crats have said they want the 
bill passed in veto session, but 
opponents including the Illi-
nois Retail Merchants Associ-
ation, Illinois Manufacturers’ 
Association, Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Illinois, the Illinois 
Insurance Association, Illinois 
Life Insurance Council and the 
Pharmaceutical Research and 
Manufacturers of America have 
all lined up against the measure. 

ENERGY AND ETHICS 
While a handful of energy re-

forms have all been introduced 
independently, the prospect of 
a landmark regulatory reform 
bill combining all or most of 
them has stalled amid sweeping 
federal investigations relating 
to several Statehouse regulars, 
including at least one state sen-
ator and representatives of en-
ergy giant ComEd. 

ComEd’s parent company, 
Exelon, was calling for a bill 
to reform electricity capacity 
markets in regular session, but 
recent news of FBI raids related 
to the organization’s lobbying 
efforts has stalled any progress 
on that legislation. 

Despite calls from renewable 
energy advocates to pass a pair 
of bills dubbed the Path to 100 
Act and Clean Energy Jobs Act, 
which they say would move 
the state toward a carbon-free 
energy future, Pritzker has said 
energy changes are unlikely to 
move in veto session.  

“It’s certainly something 
that’s being considered as part 
of a broader energy package,” 

Pritzker said of the Clean Ener-
gy Jobs Act, though he added, 
“I don’t know that we’ll be able 
to get to it during the veto ses-
sion.”

MARIJUANA AND VAPING
Deputy Gov. Christian 

Mitchell, who helped write the 
successful marijuana legaliza-
tion bill earlier this year, told 
Capitol News Illinois not to 
expect big changes to the leg-
islation as part of a follow-up 
measure, known as a trailer bill.

“What we have said to ev-
eryone is that the trailer bill for 
veto is going to be highly tech-
nical stuff that needs to change 
in order to ensure a smooth 
rollout into January 1, (2020). 
It is not a forum to relitigate 
issues on which folks lost out 
in negotiations,” he said last 
month.

There’s been pressure on 
lawmakers from anti-smoking 
groups to better define allow-
able consumption of marijuana 
in public places, and the bill’s 
Senate sponsor said such a lan-
guage change would be part of 
discussions for a trailer bill. 

VETO OVERRIDES
Despite the session’s name-

sake, there won’t be too many 
vetoes to consider. Four of the 
eight bills vetoed by Pritzker 
were deemed “duplicative,” 
“substantially similar” or “iden-
tical” language to other leg-
islation passed in the regular 
session, per his veto messages. 

One of the others, Senate 
Bill 2128, pertaining to court 
reporters, was vetoed at the 
request of its Senate spon-
sor, state Sen. Don Harmon, 
D-Oak Park, due to unforeseen 
complications from the bill’s 
language. 

Harmon’s office said he will 
not take up the bill in veto ses-

sion, but will rewrite a new pro-
posal in the future. 

Another, Senate Bill 2124, 
pertains to disciplinary op-
tions available to schools when 
a student brings a look-alike 
weapon into school facilities 
and causes a panic. The gover-
nor vetoed that bill because of 
language that starts with expul-
sion for the student but allows 
the local superintendent to 
lessen the punishment. 

That bill’s sponsor, Sen. 
Chapin Rose, R-Mahomet, 
said at the time he and the 
governor would work on an al-
ternative proposal to be heard 
either in veto session or in the 
spring, but an override is not in 
the cards. 

The governor also vetoed 
Senate Bill 2026, a bill that 
would have required General 
Assembly approval before the 
state could request a waiver 
from Affordable Care Act re-
quirements in order to reduce 
protections or coverage offered 
through the state employee 
group health insurance pro-
gram.  

Pritzker said the veto allows 
the governor’s office to main-
tain flexibility by allowing 
waivers to be requested with-
out General Assembly approv-
al. Still, he did not anticipate 
any circumstances in which 
his administration would pur-
sue waivers to limit Illinoisans 
access to federal programs or 
benefits.

Sen. Sue Rezin, a Morris 
Republican who sponsored 
the bill, said this week she still 
plans to call for an override 
vote.

Pritzker’s final substantial 
veto was of the amendatory 
variety in which he suggested 
partial changes to House Bill 
3222, which pertains to several 
land transfers. 

Jerry Nowicki/Capitol News Illinois

Sen. Donald DeWitte, R-St. Charles, speaks during the Monday, Oct. 21, announce-
ment in Springfield of road and bridge projects across the state as part of the 
Rebuild Illinois capital plan. DeWitte was among a team of state senators that 
traveled the state earlier this year to build support for the horizontal infrastruc-
ture bill.

Construction ahead is good

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Va-
ping and other industry 
stakeholders opposing leg-
islation banning flavored 
products said Thursday, 
Oct. 23, the bill would 
have negative health and 
economic impacts.

Democratic Villa Park 
Rep. Deb Conroy’s Fla-
vored Tobacco Ban Act 
would outlaw the sale or 
distribution of nicotine 
products with a distin-
guishable taste or aroma. It 
applies to cigarettes, cigars, 
hookahs, chewing tobac-
co, vape pods and other 
products. The bill is set for 
consideration when law-
makers return to the state-
house Monday for the fall 
veto session.

Members of the Smoke 
Free Alternatives Coalition 
and vape business owners 
said during a news event 
at the Capitol that prohibi-
tion would drive well over 
100,000 Illinois adults 
back to smoking tradition-
al cigarettes and devastate 
their businesses.

“We are not big tobacco. 
We started this business 
to keep adult smokers off 
combustible cigarettes, and 
flavored e-liquid makes up 
98 percent of our business 
because adult smokers pre-
fer flavors,” said Tim Teml, 
co-owner of That 1 Vape in 
Joliet. “Our biggest fear is 
that the temptation of eas-
ily-available cigarettes will 
drive them back to smok-
ing without flavored e-liq-
uid options, not the loss of 
revenue.”

When Democratic Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker signed a gam-
bling expansion bill into 
law, it included language 
that enacted a 15 percent 
wholesale tax on e-ciga-
rettes. It took effect July 
1, and is the first time the 
state taxed the product. 
The revenue collected will 
be used to help fund a new 
capital infrastructure plan.

Also included in that 
law is a $1 hike in the ciga-
rette tax, to $2.98 per pack. 
Josh Sharp, executive vice 
president of the Illinois 
Petroleum Marketers As-
sociation and Association 
of Convenience Stores, 
said the money Illinois col-
lects from that tax increase 
is earmarked for the same 
improvement projects.

The Department of Pub-
lic Health allocates other 
revenues collected from 
the tobacco usage tax to-
ward a cessation program 
and Medicaid.

Banning flavored tobac-
co products, Sharp said, is 
a tremendously bad deal 
financially for the state.

He added this legislation 
is a product of lawmakers 
attempting to address the 
growing number of severe 
respiratory illnesses related 
to vaping.

“I don’t really think it 
fixes the problem it’s in-
tended to solve,” Sharp 
said. “If you want to fix va-
ping, fix the vaping issue.”

According to the De-
partment of Public Health, 
153 people in Illinois have 
been sickened with lung 
injuries resulting from the 
inhalation of chemicals 
from vaping. Forty-one 
others are being examined 
to see if their illnesses are 
related. Two Illinois resi-
dents have died.  

Each of them reported 
using either an e-cigarette 
or other product such as 
THC. There are more than 
50 products and devices 
linked to the state’s cases, 
according to the federal 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol.

Teml said he does not 
think lawmakers are edu-
cated on this issue.

Vaping 
industry 
opposes 
flavor ban

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Il-
linois is showing progress 
toward the state Depart-
ment of Public Health’s 
three-year goal of reducing 
opioid deaths by one-third 
by 2020, an official told 
lawmakers Monday, Oct. 
21.

That initiative was set by 
former Republican Gov. 
Bruce Rauner’s adminis-
tration in an action plan 
implemented in 2017, 
with a focus on prevention, 
treatment and community 
response.

Jenny Epstein, director 
of strategic opioid initia-
tives, said the number of 
opioid overdose deaths in 
Illinois decreased in 2018 
for the first time in five 
years. There were 2,167 
opioid deaths in Illinois 
last year, down from 2,202 
in 2017.

“Although any decrease 
in deaths is something to 
be celebrated, this decrease 
was driven primarily by a 
decline in deaths among 
non-Hispanic whites,” she 
said. 

The rate of opioid over-
doses “continued to in-
crease” among black and 
Hispanic residents during 
the same time period, high-
lighting a “persistent dis-
parity.”

“IDPH and its partner 
agencies agree that sub-
stance use disorder must 
be examined through a 
healthy equity lens, and 
that evidence-based poli-
cies and programs need to 
be prioritized to increase 
access to treatment and 
reduce risk of overdose for 
this high-risk population,” 
Epstein said.

IDHP: State 
progresses 
toward goal 
of reducing 
opioid deaths
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